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Tothe Reader. _ © 2 
' from heaven to the Church of 


O Epheſus, wherein he reprowe- 


eth her becauſe ſhe had left her firſt love, + 
and threatneth the Remaval of her 
_ «Candleſtick, that hewould take away 
| ber light, if ſb: did not recover ber 

| Love. By the ſame hand at the Jame' 
-» time he ſent another Epiſtle to the | : 
| Church of Laodicea, wherein" he re= 1 
| proveth ber Lukewarmneſs,and threat- 

neth, becauſe ſhe was neither hot nor © 

i cold, he would ſpue her out of his 
T® 20xth, Rev, 2.4, 5. & 3.15, 16. . } 
| Andare Chriſtians in England under -_ } 
+ noſuch ſin, in no ſuch danger? when © © 

ſome ſcoff at the flames of love to 
| Chriſt, like dogs that bark at the 

| Moon fo far above them 5 when the 
moſt nominal Chriſtians are wholly: 
rangers to this Love, whatever tlew 

0. z:0tional knowledge be 5 the former, 
: A 2 looking | 
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Ur Saviour ' ſent an Epiſtle 
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E- Hooking upon it as but a fancy, thelat- \ 
. terhaving it onely inthe Theory : and | 
when amongſt thoſe Chriftians who 
love Chriit in ſincerity, there are-ſo 
few. that know what it. is to Love 


Chriſs with fervour and ardency : 


'when there is ſo General a atecay of, © 


_ LovetoChriſt inthe Land, Lord what 

is like to become of England 2 Have 
we not provoked the Lord to take away 
our Candleſtick, to ſuffer the worſe 


than Egyptian darkenes to overſpread 


| a 4gain, and cover our Light, becauſe 
F it ſbineth with ſach cold beams, becauſe 
E © #be Light of Knowledge in the head is 


accompanied. with ſo little warmth of 


Love -to Chriſt in the hearts of moſt 
Chriſtians e Every one will fetch water 
to quench fire in a general confl igrati- 


on; &* ſurely there is need in a day of 


ſuch General decay of Love to Chriſt, 


- that fome ſheuld fetch fire, fire from” 


 beaven, & uſe bellows too, Arguments 
. I mean, to enkindle and blow up the 


fo 


ſpark of Love to Chriſt, which ſeems 
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to the Reader, | 


E fo ready to expire. Reader, The fol- 


lowing diſconrſe concerning the True 
Chriſtians Love of the nnſeen ChrisF, 
is not finely ſpun, and curiouſly woven 
with neatneſſes of wit and language 5 _ 
it is not flourifved and ſet off with va- 
riety of Metaphors, Hyperbolies, Rhe- 
torical Elegancjes, or Poetical Fancies 
and fragments; it is not adorned and 


fringed with the ſpeciows ſhow of many 


Marginal Pnotations, excerpted out 
of divers Authors; The diſtourſe is 


plain, but the Author hath endeayonr- 
<4 Yhat it might be warm, his defion be- 


ing more to advance his Maſter than 


 Himfelf in thy eſteem; and if he have 
Teſs of thy praiſe, ſo-his Lord may have. 


more of thy love, his great end is at- 
tained. The chief part of this dif 
come. concerning the love of Chrift 
is Application, and” about two thirds 


of it Exhortation (there being gene 


rally in this knowing age more need of 


excitation than information) where 
thon haſt variety of arguments &* mo> 


A. 3 Hwues 


The Preface, &ec: 


tives t9 ſtir up and provoke unto the 
love of | Christ, together with divers 


' direFions how to attain this love in \ 


ile truth and-ſtrength of it, and where- 
in the ſtrength of love to Chriſt ſhould 


evidence it ſelf. There is alſo an appen- 


dix added for further encouragement 
unto the loveof Chriſt, concerning 
: Chriſts manifeſtation of himſelf unto 
to ſuchas-love him. The whole diſcourſe 
#8 praGical,nothing in it controverſal; 
| ot only Proteftants, but Papifts too 
| will verbally acknowledge the obligati- 
| - _ ft which. Chriſtians have to loue 
"  Obriſt, and none will oppoſe this that 
are true Chriſtians, none but -Turks, 
F  Tnfidels and Devils are profeſſedly «- 
- "gainſs it. That this little Book may be 
 #leſſed by the Lord to be a means to 


* Warm and inflame thine heart with 
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proyerof | 
A hearty well-wiſher tothy ſoul. 


She unſeen Chriſt, is the earneſt 


Thomas Vincent. 
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= | The True Chriſtians 
of Love: of the Unſeen _ 
CHR [ S'T- 
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Be I Pet. I. 8, 


Whom having not Seen, ye Love, in 
. whom, though now ye ſee him not, 
Jet Believing, ye Rejoyee with 2 
Jay unſpeakable, and full: of 3% 
Glory, © <2. 


| THE Life of Chriſtianity: doth: +] 
| - confiit very much in our-love un- © © 


to Chriſt. Without Love'unto 
? - Chriſt,: we are as much without: Spiritual 
Life, as a Carkaſs when the Soul is fled 
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EF at The True Chriſtians Love, 

from it, 15 without ' Natural Life. Faith 
without Love to Chriſt, is a dead Faith ; 
and a Chriſtian without Love to Chriſt, is 
a dead Chriſtian; dead jn Sins and Treſ- 


palſes. Without Love to Chriſt, we 


may have the Name'of Chriſtians, but we 
are wholly without the Nature : we may 
have the Form of Godlineſs, but are whol- 


ly without:the Power. Grwue me thine Heart, - 


is the language of God to all the Chrildren 
of Vie, Prov. 23,26. And Give me thy 
Love, igthelanquape of Chriſt unto all his 
Diſciples. ef Ns eb | 

E: Ml 'Chriſtknoweth the command and influ- 
>. ence Which Loveto him, iu the Truth and 
-  Strengthofit, hath : How it will Engage 


Spe: A 


&  ullthe other Aﬀections of his Diſciples for 
'- Him; that if he have their Love, their 


Deſires will-be chiefly after Him ; their 
| - Hopes and Expectations will be chiefly 
from Himttheir Hatred, Fear,Grief, Anger, 
will be carried forth chiefly unta Sin,. as 
"It is Offenſive unto Him, He knows that 


Love will Engage and Employ , for. him- 


all the Powers and Faculties of their Souls; 
their Thoughts will be brought 'into Cap- 
tivity and Obedience unto Him ;' their Un- 
_deritandings will be employed in Seekin 


Delights will be chiefly in. Him, their 
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of the Unſten Chriſt. 3 
th | and" Finding. out his Truths; their-Mes-. 
5 | mories 'willbe Receptacles to retain them;z* - 
is | their Conſcience will be ready to Accuſe 
ſ- | and Excuſe as his Faithfull Deputies; their 
'e© | Wills will Chooſe and Refuſe according to: 
e | his Direction and Revealed Pfeaſure. All 
Y | their Senſes and the Members of their Bo- 
| . dies, will be his Servants : their Eyes will. 
?, | See for him, their Ears will Hear for him,, 
n /.their Tongues will Speak for him, their 
Jy | Hands will Work for him, their Feet will: 
S | Walk for him : All their Gifts and Talents. 
will be at his Devotion and Service, If 
- | he have their Love, they will be ready to. . 
d | Dofor him what he requireth; they will - 
© | be ready to Suffer for him, whatever he- 
r | calleththemunto: Ifthey have much Love: 
r | to him, they will notthink much of Deny- 
r \ ingthemſelves;taking up his Croſs and fol- 
e. I lowing him wherever he leadeth them, love 
/ to Chriſt then being ſo Eſſential unto true 
» |  Chriſtianity,ſo earneſtly look?d for. by our 
S { Lord and Matter,ſo PowerfullyCommand- 
© | ing inthe Soulandover the whole Man, ſo. 
1 | Greatly Influential on Duty ; 1have made 
! 1 choice of this ſubjeCtof Love ro Chrift, to 
 Treat-on; and my chief Endeavorherein: 
: ſhall be to Excite and Provoke Chriſtians 
| | untotheLively and Vigorous Exerciſe = F 
| | | ; tnis, '....3 


, , 
5 CC 


The True Chriſtians Love. 
tis Grace of Love unto the Lord Jeſus. 
Chriit; of which Incentives,there is a Great. 
and Univerſal need. 

The Epiſtle wherein my Text lyeth, . 
was written by Peter the Apoſtle of the 
Circumciſion, and is directed to the Stran- 
goers ſcattered throughout Ponte, Galatid, 
Cappadocia, Aſia and Bithynia, as in the 
firit v. of this Chapter. By theſe Strangers | 
we are to underſtand the ſcattered Fews, 
who were Strangers intheſe ſeveral Coun- 
tries wherethey did Inhabit, We readin. 
the 2d of the 47s that there came up many 
of theſe Fews, from theſe and other, Coun- 
tries, unto Ferxſalem to Worſhip, and in 
the temple hearing the Apoſtles ſpeak with | 
divers Tongues, which were of uſe in the 
divers places where they did live, and that 
without Inftruction from Man, but as the | 

- Epirit gave them utterance ; they were A- 
mazed and Confounled : and afterward 
\ hearing Peter preach, through the Won- . 
.Eerful Power of the Spirit, three thouſand } 
cf them were Converted by one-Sermon 
unto the Chriſtian Faith, and added to the: | \ 
(Chriſtian Church. When the. Feaſt of } 
Pentecoſt was over, theſe Converted Fews 
1etur-ed into their Countries where their. ; 
ſeveral Dwellings, Families and Callings | 
were 


LINAI 


., tothe Unſeen Chriſt, = 
were-- which Countries being Heatheniſh 
and Idolatrous, no doubt but there they- 
met with Oppoſition and Suffering upon 
the account of the Chriſtian Religion, which 
they became Zealous Profeſſors of, bes 
ſides what they endured from their own 
Countreymen, or Unconverted ZFews who * 
hated Chriſtianity more than the Heathens 
did. The Apoſtle doth ſeem to have a 
reſpect unto theſe in this Epiſtle, wherein 
he doth encourage them under their ſfuffer- 


. | - ingsfor theſake of Chriſt by many Conſo- 


latory Arguments. In the 2d v. he wiſh- 
eth that Grace and Peace might be multi- 
plycd in them and towards them,and ther 
though their Sufferings- did abound, their 
Conſolations would abound much more. 


\ In the 3d 4th and 5th ver, He bleſſeth God 


for his abundant Mercy towards them in 
begetting them unto a lively Hope. of the * 
Slorious and never fading Heavenly Inheri- 
tance which was reſerved for them-through 
Gods Infinite Grace, _ and unto which they 
were reſervedand kept through Faith by 
Gods infinite power. In the 6th and 7th 
verſes, he telleth them, however they 
were in heavineſs through manifold Temp- 
tations, that is Aﬀfictions, which are the 
Worlds left-hand Temptations z yet he 
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_ giveththem to underſtand that rhefe afliti- - 


ons they were butfor a ſeaſon ; weeping 


may. endure for a night, but joy cometh. 
in the morning; they were but needful to | 
humblethem, to putifie them, to crucifie 


them'to the world,to make them conform- 
able totheir head the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and that they were for the tryal of their 
faith, that the truth of it might appear both. 
- to themſelves and” others, and that the 
- worthof it might appear how much more 
recious than Gold when it is tryed in the 

ire, which carrying them” thorow their 
ſufferings, might be found both to, their 


 - own praiſe and their Maſters honour, at 


the appearing of Jeſus Chriſt : and then 
che Apoſtle doth take occaſion inthe text 
to ſpeak of their Love which they did bear 
unto this Jeſus Chriſt, and of that vun- 
ſpcakable and glorious joy, which dorh re- 
ſult from believing in him although they 
had no fght of him, which no trouble or 
{affliction could overwhelm or hinder. 
Whom having not ſeen ye love, in whom 


though now ye ſee himnot, yet believing ye 


E rcjoyce with joy unſpeaks ble an dfull of 
A = Glory. Hence obſerve, 


Doct. 1. That it is the Property and duty 


of true ChriStians to Love Feſus Chriſt | 
| whom 


bes © 


" 
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_  whomthey have never feen, the Obj 


| to the unſeen Chrift, - - 7 
"whom they have never ſeen, Whom" ha- 

ving not ſeen ye. Love, Re 73 2H 
Dodt. 2. That true Chriſtians do Believe 

in an unſeen Chriſt, Jn whom thou b 

now ye ſee Him not, yet believing, , 
Doct. 3.Thar true Chriſttans do or mayre- 
J-ice in Believing with unſpeakable ard 
' Elatroms Joy. In whom, though now )e 
ſee him not, yet Believing ye rejoice with 


' Foy unſpeakable and full of Glory. 


Here arethree great points tobetreated 


of. 1. Concerning the Love of Chriſtians 
unto Chriſt, 2.,Concerning the faith of Chri. 


ſtians in. Chritt, 3. Concerning the Joy of . _. 
Chriſtians in Believing. For the preſent 
' I ſhall ſpeak only of the Love of Chriſtians 


unto Chrift under the firſt Doctrine, the 
other two Imay have opportunity to treat 
of afterwards. 


Section. I. 


Doct. Ts 3t the Property and auty 
o f true Chriſtians to love tbe 


\ Lord Feſms Chrs/t, whom they have never 


ſeen. 


In handling of this point Iſhall ſpeak. 2. 


Concerning true Chriſtians who 'do love - ; 


JFefes Chritt, 2. Conceraing Jeſus Chritt 


- hey 


eQtof 
their” -} 


M- The True Chriſtians Lave, - 
their -Love..-' 3. Conceraing the Lave 
- which they bare unto this; unſeen Chriſt. 
4. Shew. that it_is. the Property of true 
Chriſtians to-Love Jeſus Chriſt whomthey 
have never ſeen. 5. That it is their Duty 
to love him. 6, How they ought to love ' 
Him. . 7. Why they do love Him, whete 
I ſhall give the reaſons: of the point. . 8. 
Make ſome Uſe and Application. 

1, Concerning true Chriſtians whoſe 
property it is to love Jeſus Chritt whem 
they have never ſeen, whom having not 
ſeen yee love, ye love, thatis, ye who are 
true Chriſtians, who are ſo-in reality as 
well as profeſſion; and of theſe true Chri- 
ſtians that do love Chriſt, the 4poſtle doth 
Sive a deſcription 1n the 2d. ver, where he 
_ calls them, Ele& according to the fore- 
| knowledge of God the Father, though 
: Santtification of the Spirit unto obedience, 
, and ſprinkling of theblosd of Feſus Chriſt, 
- _FrueChrittians are Elect according to the 
forcknowledge of God the Father, they are 
ſuch whom God according to the Councel 
of his own will, according to his owa pur- 
poſe and pgrace,did chooſe from all Eternity 

to be a holy and peculiar people to himſelf, 
.-to glorifichim here on Earth, and thatthey 
might be glorifyed by him hereafter in hea- 
;ven. And this clection doth LG” n 
WEL x 


tothe unſeen Chriſt. Y 
ſelfin the SanQification of the Spirit, true, 
Chriſtians are ſanctified being ſeparated 
and ſet apart from the reſt of the world, for 
Gods uſe and ſervice: God hath ſealed them 
for himſelf, and hereby diſtinguiſhed them 
fromall others, the Motto of which ſeal 
is this, Zolineſs unto the Lord. See adeſcrip- 
tion of them in this reſpect, 2 Tim, 2.21, 
If any man purge-himſelf from theſe, be 
ſhall be a veſſel unto Honour, ſautlifyed' 
and meet for the Maſters uſe, and prepa- 
red unto every good work: they are purg- 
ed from the defilement of ſin, which doth 
pollute and diſhonor them, they are vel- 
ſels unto honour, like thoſe of Silyer and 
Gold ina great houſe, which are adorned 
with Pearls and precious ſtones; they are 
adorned with all ſanCtifying graces, which 
are of more worth than the richeſt Jewels; 


and hereby they are both beautiful in 
| Gods eye, and they are made meet for 


Gods uſe, being hereby prepared and ena- 
bled unto every good work. Fhis the A- 
poſtle prays for in the behalf of the Theſa- 
lonians, .1 Theſfſ.5. 23. Andthevery God © 
of peace ſanitifie. you wholly, and 1 pray 
God your whole Spiiit, and Soul, and Boay 
be preſerved blamelefſe unto the. coming of 


' our Lord Feſus Chriſt. True Chriſtians 


are. ſanctifved wholly,in their whole man, 2: 
| | | though 4 


| T0 The Trae Chriſtians Love, 


though they be not ſanctified thorowly : - 
they are ſandtified in everypart, though 


they are not ſanctified in the higheſt de- 


Sree. Their whole Spirit isſanCtified that 


isthe higher faculties of the foul, namely 


the underſtanding and the will: their un-_ 


derftandings are enlightned by the Spirit 
unto a Spiritual diſcerning both of pood 
and evil, beyond what any natural man 
doth ot can: atta n. unto; their wills are 
bowed, or rather reQtified, and made 
ſtraight, being enclined unto God and his 
Law. Their Souls are fanftified in the 
inferior faculties; in all the affetions be- 
longing both to the concupiſcible and the 
irrafeiblte appetite z their liking affecfions 
of love, cefre,delight and hope are to- 
Wards God and Chriſt and things above ; 
their diſliking affeions of hatred, fear, 
orief and anger are towards fin, Their 
bodies alfo. are ſanCtifyed being made 
members of- Chriſt, and inſtruments of 


E- Righteouſneſs; their eyes, cars, tongues, 


E hands, feet and every part being devoted 
| to God and made uſe of for his plory;. 
 Thustrue Chriſtians are ſanRified by the 


|  fpirit. Andrhey are fancified unto obedj- | 


ence;the graces which are wrought by the 
ſpirit intheirhearts, do appear in the obe- 
'dience- of their lives; the courſe of their 


lives : 


2 
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| td the unſeen Chriſt. T7 


| livesis a courſe of obegience-untd the laws 
| af Chriſt : they are ſanctified unto obedi- 
ence 'and they are ſanctified gnto ſprinkling 


of the blood of Jeſus Chriſt; God hath ſet 
them apart to be ſprinkled with the blood 
of the immaculate Lamb, - who takes away - 
fin that they might be pardoned and ſaved; 

ſuch are; true Chriſtians who love Chrilt 


whom they have not ſeen. 


"I 


Secondly 5 POncerning the objeQof true 
ISR Chriſtians Love, and that is 
Jefus Chriſt whom they have never ſeen, - - 
This Jeſus Chriſt whom they love is the 
Eternal Son'of God, the ſecond Perlon in 


the glorious Trinity, who in time aſſumed 


our Humane Nature, clothed himfelf with 
our mortal Fleſh, lived like a fervantima 2 
mean condition, died like a malefactor the © 
curſed Death of the Crofs, and all fox 


' our ſakes, for our fins, roſe again the third 


day. for our Juſtification, aſcended-up.into 
heaven after forty days, and there is ſet 


{ down at the right handofthe throne of the 


Majeſty -on high, to make interceſſionfor 
us, and to-make preparation there for our 
reception, into the glorious Manſions and - _ 

| | Erer- .-* 
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Eternal Habitations, which are inthe Fa- : 
thers houſe. He is called Jeſus from the. 


Hebrew word VW) which fignifieth co 


ſave becauſe he ſaverh his people from their 


fins, Matth, 1. 21.. He is called Chriſt 
from the Greek word Xeiw which Ggni- 


fieth to anoint, he being anointed by the* 
Father with the Spirit and with Power, to - 
be Mediator between God and Man,- to | 


be the great Prophet,and Prieſt, and King, 
of the Church. This Jeſus Chriſt Chriſti- 
. ans have not ſeen with the eye of ſenſe ; 
indeed ſome Chriſtians in the primitive 


times, as the Apoſtles who were of his fa- | 
| = and other diſciples who converſed- 
with 


him frequently, did fee Chriſt with 
the eye of ſenſe, but it was in his ſtate of 
Hemiliation, when he was here upon the 
Earth, not in his ſtate of Exaltation, now 
heisin Heaven; yet ſome have ſeen Chriſt 
after his Aſcention,namely Paul at his con- 
verſion, and Srepher the Proto Martyr be- 


fore he dyed; but none have had. a | 


perfe& ſight with bodily eyes of the 
Glory .which is upon Chriſt's body, the 
_ Juſtre of which is ſo great that none can be- 
hold it in this ſtate of 
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| weakneſs. and.imper- * 
| feftion, and live. :But whatever ſight ſome _ 
Chriſtians have had formerly, no Chriſti- | 
- ans now have a fight of Chriſt's Perſon ; 

' they | 


dl 


way, p=Þ 


ow 


to % Ss Chri wilt ; 13 


- | they haveheard of him with the hearing of 
| the Ear, but they have not ſeen him with 
| the ſeeing of the Eye; they have ſeen Re- 


preſentations of Chriſt in the Sacrament, 
but they bave never ſeen his Perſon'that is 
repreſented; they have ſeen his Image 
upon their Fellow- Chriſtians, but they 


| have not ſeen the original from whom this 


Image bath beer'drawn. Some Chriſtians 


| have been in Fdea, » and ſeen the place 


where: the Lord lived:* and at Fernſalem 
and ſeen the place where the Lord dyed; 


"and Viſited the place 'of his Sepulchre 
{ where the Lord for a time did lye :- and 
| they haveſecnthe Mount whence the Lord 


Aſcended;; but no Chriſtians now alive 
havebeenin Feruſalem,and on Mount S107, 
which is above, to fee where the Lord now 
is in his: Glory.It is this Jefus Chriſt whom 
Chriſtians have not 7 that is the Cone - 
of their Love. 


Ce ———_— 


Section III. 


Thirdly, #"oncerning. the Love: which 

| True Chriſtians: do bear un- 
to this unſeen Chriſt. Love is the going 
forthof the Heart unto the Obje& Belov- 


| ed; and the Love which: True Chriſtians 


do 
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=. ""Y "The be Tru Chriſtians — = FF 
do bear ynto Jeſus Chriſt, is a Grace 
wrought. by” the Spirit in their hearts, 
whereby upon. diſcovery and believing 
prehenſions -of Chrifts infinite Lovelt> |. ? 
nefs/ and Excellency, | his Matchleſs Love | © 
Grace and Mercy5 their; Hearts do go. t 
forth towards-him in Earneſt deſires aftet. 
Unionto him, and Communion with him, 
wherein they” take chicf Complacency ; T 
' - and this'accompanied with a yetkdih and | 
' . dedication of themſelves unto his will and: 
-  fervice. 4 
| 1. The Love of Chriftiens unto Chriſt, 
 SaGrace wrought 3n. their Heares by the | 
: It is a Flower moſt Sweet and | 
b.. rant, but there is ao Secd of it inthe 
4 Rt of any Man ſince the Fall, it is 
. Planted in-the Svul by the Spirit of God. 
- Love:to Chriſt-is a Divine Spark; that 
- comes: down from, above; a fire which is 
* kindled by the breath of the Lord, whoſe | 
Eff.nce is Love. | 
""2.The Ground of this Love to Chriſt, is 7 
the diſcovery and believing Apprehenſrons | " 
of Chrifts Lovelineſſe and Love, There} © 
muſtbeirſta diſcovery of Chriſt gs aſuta-. l 
ble ObjeR for Love, and not .a bare No- | * 
- tion of this, but believing apprehenſions | h 
- ofit, 'that Chriſt is Infinirely lovely, Su- Þ 7 
 perlatively Excellent; and that his boveis] k 
Match-J 
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oe 
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- 40'the onforn Chriſt.” rs .* 


1 Matchleſs. and Tranſcendent towards the . 
1 Children of Men, that there is a Treaſury _-3 
1 io him, and a Storchonſe of all Graces, 
| andthe moſt Needfull and Rich Supplies ; 
| otherwiſe there, wilt be no going forth of | 
1 the Heart in love unto him. 


3. The Attings of Chriſtians love to 


|] Chrift, i.1n their defires after Union unto, _ © 

] ad. Communion 'with- Chriſt. + t-is-the 
1] Nature of love to deſire Union to'the - 

] Object beloved ; eſpecially of this love 
1 toChriſt : and this Union being attained, 
1 the deſires are -after Communion with 
1 Chriſt, Converſe and Fellowſhip with 
' bim; no Converſe is fo deſirable as with 
| the Perfons whom we-moft dearly love : 


and:this Communion being attained, there 
is chief Complacency  therein;: the Soul 
doth ſweetly reſi and repoſe it- ſelf in 
Chriſt, and rejoyceth in his preſerice and 


8 love. 


4. The Concomitant of this Love which 


| True Chriftians have unto Chriſtyis a yield: 
{ ing and dedication of themſelves unto his 
J will and Service, Lovers do give them. 
ſelves unto thoſe whom they love; this 
{ accompanieth the Marriage-Union * and 
1 ſuchas love Chriſt, they are Eſpoufed and 
FJ joyned unto Chriſt ; and they give them- 
I felves unto Chriſt to be his, and wholly at 


tis. 
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+08 poſe, as the Wile giveth her ſelf un: 
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to the dif] hol of her Husband. 
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A SeQion IV.. 


; PRO Fourth thing is to ew! 


that it is the. Property of. all 
true Chriſtians, to Love this unſeen Chritt. 


- True Chriſtians are differenced . and - di- 
{tinguiſhed, not only from all Heathens and 


Ink els, but alſo from all bare-Nominall 
Chriſtians, by. their-Love to Jeſus Chriſt; 


Itis the Property of-Covetous Perſons to. 
love Worldly'Wealth and Riches : It is 


the Property of Ambitious Perſons, -to 
love Worldly Hononr. and Dignities : It 


is the Property of.Voluptuous Perſons, to] 


love Senſual Pleaſures and Delights : And 
it is the, Property. of True Chriſtians to 


Love Jeſus Chriſt whom they have never. 
feen..  None' but ſuch as are © True: 
Chriſtians do Love Chriſt, and all-thoſe 


that are True Chriſtians do love him. 


The Lovelineſs of Chriſt doth appear not: 


tothe Eye of Senſe, but to the Eye of Faith; 
they . that do not ſee him with: this Eye, 


they cannot love him ;, and they that do ſee; 
him with this Eye, they cannot chooſe but: 


love him. Such as do-not love Chriſt, it. 
| is 
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prays 


my 


od is not becauſe Chriſt wants Beauty,but be- 
] cauſe they are blind. Now all true Chri- 
| ſtians have this Eye of Faith, to difcern 


| Chriſt's Excellencies ; and.none- but True 
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- | Chriſtians have this Eye; the Effence' of - 


q Chriſtianity doth conſiſt in Believing : 
1 Reaſon makes us Men, but Faith makes 


us True Chriſtians. It being therefore 


| the property of True Chriſtians to believe, 
] itis their property alſo to love this Unſeen 


Chriſt. 


. Section V, 


F ifthly, He Fifth thing is to ſhew, that - * 


it. is the Duty of all True 


4 Chriſtians to love this unſeen Chriſt. This: 


will appear if you look into Jobn 21. 15.: 


| 16,17.Peter was one of the boldeſt andfor-: 
| wardeſt of all Chriſts diſciples, buthehad 
1 been withal too ſelf-confident, which-was: 


the introduction unto and laid the founda- 


| tion for his fall and thrice ſhameful denial 


of his Maſter ; a look from his Lord put: 
bimin. remembrance, and brought himto: 


| Repentance with bitter weeping, for his 
| finſoſoon as it was committed. After our 
J Saviour was.riſen from the dead, he ap» 
FJ Pears unto Peter with other of his diſciples 


and 
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| and in this place he asketh thoſame queſts 
3 Sor-of 'Fonas, loveft thou me ? Whereby. 


. he: cooperate mms 2g «2! 44. 


= 2. Chrifttans ought to-:love Chriſt with 


. with. all them that Love our Lord Feſins 


: a Lord with ber whole heart, but feign 


aka indecd and ifitruth : and the love 


on-in the ſame words three times, Simon: 


| 
he doth tacitly upbraid him-for-his great] t 
fin in-his three times denyat of hiny (which | 
hattherenot been a defect in his love, he | ( 
would never have done) ſo he dothalſo| t 
give a fignification that love to- himfelf is] | 
the preat' duty, and. the great thing whicly| £ 

E 
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SeCtion. VI. 


Wo 6th. thing is to ſhew how Chriſti-! 
ans ought to Love thisunſcen Chriſt. 


” Sincerity of Love, Eph. 6. 24. Grace be 


Chreſt un Sincerity. It was the great fin 
of Fadxh, Fer. 3. 10. That rar Som 
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-' ſoit isa/great fin to love: Chriſt wi! wah tl 


a feigned and hypocritical love ; the love] it 


of Chriſtians to Chriſt ought to be ſincere tt 
in regard of the habit & inward workings 
of it,they muſt love him not only in ſhow, 
word, and outward profefſion, but Hed 
love muſt be cordial in the:heart and fe 


Chriſt 
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"ro the wwe ONT. 
Chriſtians to Chriſt muſt be fincere in re- © 
sard of the object of it, they muſt love : 
Chriſt-forhimſelf and not chiefly for what: 


at | they get by him 3 to love Chriſt only for 


Temporal- gain is hypocritical love, to love 
Chriſt cheifly for other gain is not ſo ſpiri- 
tual, but to love Chriſt. for his own excel- 
lencies and perfections is moſt fincere-and 
generous, thisfincerity of love to Chriſt is 


4 every ones duty. _Y. 
1 2. Chriſtians ought to love Chriſt with ... - 


Supremacy of love, they muſt place him in 
the higheſt ſeat of their hearts; he is @ 
Great King, and he looks for the Throne, 


| and that .all Creatures ſhould be: placed 


beneath him, and ſtand at his Foot- 


ftool '- Math. 10. 37: He that loveth Fa- 


ll ther or Mother morethan mee, 1s not wor- 
1 thyof Me; hethat loveth Son or Daugh- 
1 ter more than Me, is not Worthy: of Me. 
| They are the words. of our Saviour : 


Chriſtians may love Father and Mother, - 

the Law of God and Nature doth require 
it ; they may love Husband and Wife, 
the Word of God enjoyneth the Husband 


to lovehis Wife as his own Body, and as. : 


Chriſ-loved the Church; they may love - 
Sons, *Daughters, Brethren, Siſters, Kin- 
dred, Friends, yea Enemies, and they. - * 


F ought todo it; yet all muſt be with a Sub- 


ordinats 
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with their chief love; otherwiſe. the 


 feiples:- 9 

EK: | Chriſtians bs to love Chriſt with 
{= Ardency of Love : Luk; 24. 32, A»4ebey 
| faid one 10 another, did net our; Hearts 
burn within us, while bs talked wonhin:by 
" the Way, cand while: the: opentd to: 98-the 
Scriptures ? This burning love Chriſt; en 


this burning [love Chriſt requireth; of- all 


which” bath. a -uthement Flame. 
Waters Cannot quench. Love, neither.can 
the Floods drown-ir. 'Such a ftrong vehe-; 
L ment ardent flaming love Chriſtians ſhould 
> - haveunto Jeſus Chriſt, which all therwaters 
of Aﬀition may. not-he able to quench, 
" which no Floudsiof Temptations-or Bexſe-! 
cution may be able to drown and: over+! 
whelm. Therefore 


4. Chriſtians onghit: to love Chriſt with] 
Conftancy of Love. ' Having- begun :to/ 
tove him, they ought to continue to love; 
_ him,and toſove him'unto thetend ;"as they: 

ought to be conſtant in their Obedience, 
and tq, perſevere in their other'Graces; ſo; 
mey1 
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.not worthy toftand i in the Relational b 7 


kindled in. the-heart:of his Diſciples, . and | 


Chriſtians ; Cant. 8. 6, 7. : Love 45 ſtrong) 
«4 Death; the coals thereaf are coals of Fita 
AMany! 
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i _ totbe unſeen Chriſt, 2 MN 
INH theyiought tobe conſtant and to perſevere. 


He inchis Grace of loveto Chritt. 
mY of 

wh 2 SECT. VIL. 
hey | 


Wt] Seventhly, FT HE Seventh thing is to 

|  - A ſhew, why true Chriſti- 
the] ins do Love Chriſt, whom they have never 
my ſcen. 


nd} 7ea.r.True Chriſtians do love Chriſt be- 4 


:allf cauſe of the Need which they have of him, 
Ng Men do love their Neceffary Food, with- 
'0F out which their Bodies would: ſtarve with 
2YF Hunger : Men do love their Neceſſary 
8 Raiment and Habitations, without which 
# in Winter Seaſons their Bodies would 
ay ſtarve with Cold, Men do love their Ne- 
8 ceſſary Friends, upon whom (under God } 
# they have their Dependance, and from 
F whom they have all their | Subſiſtence : 
1-9 Butno Thing in the 'World, or Friend in 

| the World, is ſo Needful to the Body, 
' F as the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is unto the' Soul: 
thy and as the Excellencies of the Soul, are: fat 
OF beyondthe Excellencies of the Body 3 fo 


VEF the Neceſſities of the Soul, are far beyond E 


EY'F the Neceſſities of the Body : which /Ne- 
©yy ceflitics can be anſwered by none but Jeſus 
ſo Chriſt ;-and therefore True Chriſtians do 
| D 2 love 


+ The True Chriſtsans Love. 
 lovehim. At firſt Converſion when they] 
were convinced of Sin, awakened out of 
their carnal ſecurity, O what Need had 
they, and did they ſee they had of Chriſt ! 
they perceived themſelves to be loſt, and . 
| - that it was Chriſt only that could ſave 
* them; they felt the Wounds of Confci- 
ence, and it was Chriſt only that could 
Heal them, they feared the Wrath of a 
Sin-revenging God, and it was Chriſt 
only that could Deliver them. The Re- 
miſhon-, . Reconciliation and Salvation, 
which they had by Chriſt, did lay the firſt. 
Foundation of a moſt endeared love unto 
Chriſt And ſt ll they perceive a con-* 
tinual need- of Chriſt, to procure daily 
pardon for them, and to convey dayly : 
: ſupplyesof Grace unto them : They ha ve. 
.--Necd of Chriſt, when they are Dark to 
Enlighten them 5 when they are Dead to 
, uvicken them; when they are Streight- 
- - ned, to Enlarge them 3 when they are 
Weak, to Strengthen them ; when they 
are Sad, to Comfort them; when they are 
Tempted, to Succour them ; when they ; 
are Fallen, to Raiſe them; when they are 
- in Doubts, to Reſolve them ; when they F 
. are under Fears, to Encourage them ; | 
when they Stagger, to Eſtabliſh them z! 
when they Wander, to Reſtore them} 
| | Chi? 


_— 


' tothe wnſeen Chriſt. -23 


1' Chriſt, and None but Chriſt, can do all 


this, and more than this for them : and 
therefore becauſe of the need and uſefult- 
neſs of Chriſt, true Chriſtians do-love him. 


Rea. 2, True Chriſtians do love an un- 
ſeen Chriſt, becauſe of the Lovelineſs of 
Chriſt ; which Lovelineſs though it be not . 


. and cannot here be ſeen by the Eye of the 


Body, yet it is evident'unto the Eye of 
Faith : ſee the Deſcription which 1s given 
of Chriſt the Beloved, by his Spouſe the 
Church, Carr. 5. 9, The Davghters-of 
Feruſalem there enquire of the love-ſick 
Spoufe, What #5 rby Beloved more than 
another Beloved, © O thou faireſt: amoneſt 
Women'? what is thy Beloved more than 
another Beloved, that thou doſt ſo. charge 
+: Hereupon the Spouſe giveth a 'De-, 
ſcription, ver. 10. My Beloved is VVhite 
and Ruddy, the cheifeſt among ten'thow- 


ſand, and after ſhe had ſet forth his Graces, 


Beauties, and Excellent Accompliſhments, 
in Metaphors taken from beauties in the 
ſeveral parts of mans body, in the 17, 12, 


. 13, and 14, verſes,ſhe concludeth in the 15 


and 16 verſes, His Countenance us as Le- 


# . banon,. Exceilene as the Cedars, Hes 


Mourh is moſt ſweet, yea he us aitogether 


Lovely, This 15 my Beloved, and this. ts 


B 3 LL. 


' - the Faircſt amongſt Women, and not only 


- # - Countenance is ſaid to be as Lebansrn, and 


24. The ra Chri ſtians Love 
»y Friend O Daughters of Feruſalem, 
The Spouſe is here acknowledged to be 


by the Davghters of Feru/al:m, but her 
- Beloved, who had a more curious eye, doth 
both commend her lovelineſs and admire 
"itch. 6.4, 5.Thouart beautiful O my Love 
+45 Tirzah,comely as Feruſalem : Turn away 
thine eyes from me, for they have overcomt 
,me, and ver. 10. YYho ut this that looketh 
Forth: as: the 'Adorning, fair as the Moon, 
'Elear as the'Sun, and Terrible as an Army 
"with; Banners ? But. what beauty is there 
then inthe Beloved? if the Church be beaus 
tiful beyond: all other of the Children. of 
men, - how..-beautiful- is Jeſus Chriſt from 
whom: the Church doth derive all its come- 
:lineſs? He is'f\ aid tobe White and Ruday, 
that ſhews the beauty of his Face; and his 


Jikg\the lofty Cedars thereof, that ſhews 
.the Majeſty of his Face, His Month is 
ſaid to be-moſt Sweer; and ſweet it is in- 


_ deed, -in regard of the Gracious wordsfj 


which proceed from it ; no. Doctrine ſo 
ſweet -as. Chriſt's Doctrine, no Precepts 
ſo ſweet as Chrifts Precepts, no Promiſes 
- ſoſweet as Chriſts Promiſes. Butto fun} 
up all Excellencies and - PerfeQtions itn 4 
word he is ſaid to be altogether Levee ; 

| _ there 
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.* to'tbe unſeen ChriSt, 25 © 
z/enl.Þ there is no Perſon or Thing in the World ! 
0 be thatis moſt lovely, which can properly be 
only] called/altogether lovely: Many defects . 
| her] may be found in: the moſt amiable perſons, 
lothſ and-much inſufficiency may be found-in'the 
nire} moſt defirable things; but Chriſt is altoge- 
-ovel ther lovely; unlovely inno reſpec, there 
way] being no Spot or Blemiſh, no Defetor 
— Imperfection tobe found in him: and-he 
th 
20,0] comparable and Tranſcendent amiableneſs 
mY inChrifts perſon in. every regard: In the 
erej perſon of Chriſt'the Humane Nature and 
au-J the Divine Nature are-in Conjuntion,: he 
. off 1s- moſt lovely in regarit of both:; :His 
omj Humane? Nature is compounded: of Body 
ne: and SoutHisBedy-is mait Beautiful,a molt 
ay,j Glorious Beauty: and/luftreiis:put uponit: 
his} whatever it'were inhis ftate of humiliation, 
nay beſure' it hath a Glorious:Beauty:now in 
ws his ſtate of Exaltation.It iscalied cava ms 6- 

is} <4 a Glorious Body,/Pbl.3.21 the Face 
n-| of 2/oſes did ſhine with reſplendentGlory, 


1s lovely in every refpect, there is arvin- 


ds after his convegling. Forty dayes with God * |} 


ſo in Mount 'S:#as which was Below; how 
ts] doth the Body of Chriſt ſhine, - which: hath 
es} been above - Sixteen: hundred- years: 1n 
Mougt 8:99 which 'is Above ? I am per- 
ſwaded that  Chriſts Body is: the: moſt 
Beautifull 'of all Viſible Creatures, But - | 
oo | B. 4. the _ 4 


" 26 The TrmeChriſtians Love, 
the Beauty: of Chriſts Soul doth Excel ; 
No creature whatever, ' hath ſuch ſhining} 
Excellencies as are in the Soul of Chriſt, 
All the Excellencies that are, ' or ever were 
10/any creature, arelike a Feather laid in 
the” Ballance with the exceeding weight of 
his Glorious Excellencies and Perfections. 
Chriit Excelled the moſt Excellent: Men 
that ever lived, as to Spiritual /Endow-J 
-ments,. whenthe' was here uponthe Earth: 
He Excelled /ſoſes.in Meckneſs, Solamon 
_ 4n: Wiſdom, | F«b-in- Patiencez and: how] 
much-doth he Excel now he is in Heaven -?: 
He, Excelleth- notionly the Spirits of juſt: 
men made Perfect, :but alfo the moſt glo- 
ious and Holy Angels that mever-ſinned, 
If any creatores have Wiſdom, ' it is but a 
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| . Beam, Chriſt: is the Sun ;- If they: have 


Goodneſs, it is but a drop, in Chriſt is the 
Ocean ; Ifthey have Holineſs, it is but a 
Spark or dark:ſhaddow, Chriſt is the 
"Brightneſs. of his. Fathers Gloxy £.If they 
.havethe'Spirit,! they have it but. In-ſome 

* meaſure; the Spirit is'givengo. Chriſt with- 
out Meaſure Foh: 3.34. Chriſt is moſt 
lovelyin his Manhood, fo riearly.united unto. 
 hisGodhead;' and how lovely-is he in. his: 

- -GoJhead Z as God he is Equall in all Glo- 
 rious-Excellencies with the Father. Chrilts i} 

 _GoJhead !implyeth Excellency | of Beings, 
D ; e. 


> 4 


to the unſeen Chriſt. _ 
he calleth himſelf am, Foh. 8.28. Excel- ' 


{ -lency of Glory, therefore called the Lord: 


of Glory, 1 Cor. 2,8. and King of Glory, 
Pſal.24:; 7+ Lift up your heads O yee Gates, 
and be ye lift up, ye Everlaſting Doors, 
and the King of Glory ſhall come un. © This. 
is Interpreted by ſome, tos be ſpoken of _ 
Chriſts Aſcenſion, and. the Angels and .* 


1 Saints making way for. his Triumphant «| 
Entrance, and Poſſeſſion of his Heavenly ? 
Pallace. Many Deſcriptions are givenim: -: 
_ the new Teſtament, of this lovely Perſon;, -1 


I ſhall mention only one, Col, 1. 15, 16, 
17, 18, 19. Whois the Image of the in- 
viſible God, the Firfi-born of every crea- 
ture; For by him were all things created: 
that are in Heaven, and that are in Earth, 
Viſible and Inviſible, whether they. be 
T brones, or Domintons, or Prancipalitsts,. 
or Powers: all things were made. by him. | 
and for him. And be u before all things, © 
and by him all things conſiſt, And be is: 
the Head of the Body, the Church: who 
# the beginning, the Firſt-born from the 


| Dead, that in all things he might bave the- 


Preeminence, For it-pleaſed.the Father thas- 
#n him all fulneſs ſhould dwell. It we read,. 
believe and conſider this great Deſcripti- 


q _on of Chriſt, we mult needs ſee and ſay,.. * 
" #hatChriſt js moſt Excellent and-Amiable, : 


* x = 
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-- -andthat no beloved is like to the Beloved} 
*of true Chriſtians : therefore it is that true} 
Chriſtians do love Chriſt, becauſe- of his} 
lovelineſs. 


Rea. 3. True Chriſtians do Gve Chrig:| 
becauſe of His love, His love which he! | 
”dothbeat to them, He loves them: with'a! 
a *Fifft love, and with-a Free love; He loves: 
'themwith a tender and com paſſionate love, 
-  /withanaQiveor doing love, with a paſſive! 
:or ſuffering love : His love is Infinite with- 
£ Ont. Bounds or Limits; it is Superlative 
” -withouf compariſon; Tranſcendent beyond | 
E: | mgrokeien z * Everlaſting without 
J change, | and! which will have no end or 
E concluſion, He lov'd them when they ' 
-, *were:polfuted in their fins, and waſht : 
them with his own blood ; he loved them 1 
"when they were Naked in their Souls, | 
E- Mrnke® clothed them with the Robes- of his 
- *Righreouſneſs;; He loves them in their 
*fickneſs and forrows, and is their Com- : 
-forter; He loves them in.their wants and ' 
- :Straits, and is their Benefator, He loves | 
themin'Life, and is the Life of their Souls ; 
. He Joves-them at Death, and is the Stay | 
oftheir Hearts; And*he loves them acer | 
Death, and: will betheir Portion forever. ? 
_ There i is "great Reaſon that true Chriſtians | 
ſhoulg] 
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el 1 ould, loye. Chriſt; becauſe. of -bisloveli- 
sl oat -and there .is furtherfeaf onthat the 

J late Js becauſe of his Hs Fog 

G y when Þoth are incompirdble,; Ley 
are incomprehenſible. 1 ſhall further i peak. 
3 (God wg ) unto .both theſe with KIT 
ha. Feaſons, under the motives.in the Exhor-. 
7e5Þ tation to-cxcite Chriſtians. to te love. of 
Ve, Chriſt A 


AS 


df SECT. VIIL 


r Uſe I. OR Information; hence” Jearn,, 
y\ that there are but few true 
t Chuiflians inthe world, becauſe there areſo: 
1 few.that love this unſeen Chriſt. There are. 
, Y many, Chriftians in Name, few Chriſtians: -$ 
- & indeed and in truth, '; The time hath been. -* 
| when, openly, to profeſs the Name of a. * 
Chr ian, did argue. true e love unto Jefus: HE 
Chriſt; IT mean in the Primitive times, 
when Chriſtians were Perſecuted by the 
Heathens, 'a$in-the Ten firſt dreadful Per-. 
ecutions-under the Hyathen Emperoors. 
Y whenthe world was watered with Chrifti- 
| anbload, thep'cſpecially at ſometimesand: © | 
® mak Ly ea.moſt places, whoever openly: 
"acknowledged themſelves A } 


OE I 


The Trae Chriſti ans Love, 
_ they Ky rs themſelyes unto Impriſon- 


- wy 


Chriſtians, they call themſelves Chriſtians 


being baptized in Chriſt's name, but they 
are altogether without love to Chriſt, 
whoſe Name they bare : Surely there are 


but few, . not only in the Chriſtian World, 


| but even in Prg/and (where Chriſtianity 
* 1s. te: be found in as great purity as in any 
| _ place) that love Jeſus Chriſt in ſincerity. 
No oroffely ignorant perſons do truly love 
Chrift ; ſuch as dow't know Chriſt, they 
can't love him; 72207; nulla cupido, there 
is nodefire after,nor love unto.an unknown 
thing : An unknown evil cannot behated, 
and an unknown good rannot be loved. No 
Sroffely Erroneous perſons, do truely love 
Chrift. ; ſuch as.do. not receive Chriſt's 
Truths, they cannot love Chriſt's Ferfon : 
Joh. 14. 23. If, any man tTove me be will 
keep wy. words, The words:of Clijift-do 
include, not only the words of fik/Pre- 
_ cepts, but alſo the-wordsof his DoArine; 


” 
@ 


Suchas erre groflely, 1 mean in the Fonda- 


& 
1 


ks, Tortures,, Burnings and || 


+ 


A”. 
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mental Truths of Chriſtianity, they areno - 
friends to Chriſt, but his Enemies, ſo far 
are they from true love unto him.” No 
grollely wicked perfons, do truly love 
Chriſt ; fuch as profane perfons, who 


 Blaſpheme the. name of God in their hide- 
ous Oaths ; the love of Chriſt doth teach - - 


an Holy Awe and Reverence of Gods 
Name; fuch are Perſecuters of Gods peo- 


-plefor Righteoufneſs ſake. How canthey 


love the Head, that hate the Members ? 
Chrift accounterh himſelf to be perſecuted, 
in the perfeution of his Members; A#.9.4. 


"1 | Saul, Saul,whyperſecut eſt thou me,and.v.5. 
37 Þ am Jeſus whom thouperſecuteſi:and ſurely 


perſecutors of Chriſt do. not love:Chrift. 
Such are'Scoffers at Religion, who deride 7. 
Holineſs and mock at the name of a Saint 


'or Godly perſon, whereby they evidently 
ſhew their contempt of the  Nepryx/ 
Chriſt, from whom the Saints derive. ll 
theirs ; -and how-can they love Chriſt that 
4do contemne him 'and his Image... Nowun- 


righteous perſons do truly love Chrilt, 
whether they be ſo in regard of diſtributa- 


tive juſtice, of in regard. of commutative 
Juftice 5* whether they be unrighteous in + 
'Execution of judgement, in diſtribution-of }; 
Rewards or Punilhments, & whether they - { 


6; be 


= 
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be: unrighteous i in their Traffick and Deal- 
:inps; Chriſt trictly requireth juſtice.and 
Koſucoulnls, and how. Can,, they: love 
| that : do not” keep this, Commande- 
ment ? No Covetous perſons. do truly * 
lage Chriſt; the Apoltle faith,,/ 1 Joh. 2. - 
15 If any man love the. werld, the lave.of 
the; Father 6 not in him; And 1 may. fay 
-that. if any. man loye the world, (thatis, 
with his chiefilove)/ the love. of. the San. ts. 
notin him; the love cannot be, chiefly. ſet 
© upon things below bere on-Earth, and: up- 
. on Chriſt who. is. aboye in Heaven. No- 
Liezhtious: perſons-do truly love Chriſt : 
| , .no-Drunkards,; Adulterers, or any that 
| | Indulge themſelves [in unlawful. delights; 


F  - :the: love of Chriſt doth teach us to deny 


 *>'ſuch' Luſts, and-to Mortifie them. -- No- 
| 'mecricivi perſons that are. unconverted; 
[no-Hypocritesthathaye, « forme'of Gadlj- 
'nefs; 'butare without the;power, of it;-.do- 
-mruly/love Chriſt) ; the , former may be 
loving and: courteous. unto men, but-they 
havenoloveto Chriſt; the:latter may; Pro- 
fel&:love:toChriſt,. and Seem to RY him, 
butthey dont really abt ot 
none who-arc under: the-reigning 
any: fin, /dveruly loye Chill: : 3Þ| 
of fin is inthe heart, and thisis i wall 
with the love of Chriſt inthe Heatt... Row 
[4 


am” + 
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ſet us ſeparate all'theſe forementioned per: 
- ſons;from the reſt; Grofſely Ignorant per: 
ſops,  groſlely erroneous perſons, groſſely 
wicked perſons, the Profane, the iPerſe- 
-cutors of Gods people, the Scoffers at 
Religion, all Unrighteous perſons, all Co- 
vetous Perſons, Drunkards, Adulterers, 
an&'all Licentious Perſons; meer- Civil . 
perſons, Hypocrites, and all that are' un- 
der the reigning power of ſin, and how 
' few will there be left that do truly love 
Chriſt! and-by Conſequence there will ap- 
'-pear but very ſew that are true Chriſti- 


Pen ans. 


—_ 


SECT..IX. 


| V/e. 2. T{/OR Examination, Here you 

| | may: know whether you are 
true Chriſtians by the Tryall of your'love 
unto- Jeſus Chriſt, Examine yourſelves 


-F therefore, whether:you'love Jeſus Chriſt 


whom you have never ſeen'; the moſt in 
the world do love. truly thoſe perſons and 
things only which*-they have ſeen ;*but 
can you-ſay that:you'fincerely and chiefly, | 
do loveJeſus Chriſt whom you have. not 
ſeen? thelove of the moſt doth ariſe from 
© the notice which the Eye doth five a 
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ObjeRs beloved; but doth your love a. || 


riſe. from the notice which the Ear hath give - 
enby the word, of the Amiableneſs which | 
here is in Chriſt ? 


. Qu. How may we know whether we | 
have true love to Feſus Chriſt ? 
Anſ. You may know the truth of your 
love to Jeſus Chriſt, 1 By your deſires 
after Chriſts preſence. 2 By your prizing | 
and frequenting thoſe wayes wherein. 
Chriſtis to be found,and ſeeking him there- 
in. 3 By your love of Chriſts image. 
4 By your Obedience to Chriſts Com- 
mandements. 


Firſt, Zy your deſires after Chriſts Pre- 
ſence;wherever there isa great love to-any 
-perſon, there is a deſire after the preſence 
of that perſon : do you incerely and eac- 
_ neſtlydeſire Chriſts preſence ? there is a 
twofold: preſence of Chriſt, His gracious 
preſence here, and his Glorious preſence 
at the laſt day. | 

- 7; There is. Chriſts Gracious preſence ' 
here, Joh. 14. 18. 7 will not leave you 
pfortleſs, I will 'come unto you. You - 
defire that fuch- Friends and Relations | 
would come unto you, butdo you defire 
chicfly that Chriſt would come unto = : | 
En, [ 


_—_—— 
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Chriſt cometh to his Diſciples in a way of 
gracious communication, ina way of Gra- + 
cious Manifeſtation , and in a way of 


$ ſweet Conſolation which doth reſult from 
both. 


1 Do youdelire that Chriſt would come 
unto-you in a way of Gracious communi- 
cation? are your delfires after commungea- | 
tion-of Spiritual Light from Chriſt to teach 
and guide you 3 of Spiritual. Life from - 
Chriſt to quicken-and encourage you, .of 
Spiritual Strength. from Chriſt, to ſupport 
you under Burdens, and Enable you unto 
Duties? do youearneſtly defire commu-. 
nications - of all kinds, and further de- 
Srees of grace out of that fullneſs of Grace 


* , which, is in Chriſt ?, do you Hunger and 
. Thirſt. after Chriſts Righteouſneſs, not 


only that it may be imputed to you for 


your Juſtification,. but alſo that it may be 


more and more imparted unto you for your 


Further Sanctification, that you might be 


brought and hereby wrought into a more 

perfect.conformity and likeneſs unto Jeſus 

Chriſt : this is an Evidence of truelove. 
2 Do youdeſire that Chriſt would come 


+ unto.you ina way of Gracious Manifeſta- 


tion f. Joh, 14. 21. He that loverh mw, 


babes of my Father, and I wilt love 
| i, and wiil manifeſt my ſelf unto _ 
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"Do you Earneſtly deſire the'fulfilling of 
this promiſe?” that Chriſt would diſcover. 


! f to you more of the lovelineſs of his perſon, C| 


'and* of the Tove-of his Heart'? are you 
Fit when.yqur beloved doth withdraw: 


ud doth interpoſe between you and- 
chiSun of Righteouſneſs ; when: he Hid-: 
thand Veileth his Face from you'?/ and: 
.do youlong after Chriſts returns, and the: 
[Diſcoveries .of himfelf 'unto you ?- Come 
' Lord Fe ; Come quickly; Be 49-4 Roe 
'or young Tart, upon the Mountains of 
Spices, L Leap over the Monntains, and 
Us, ana make haſte unto my 
potings fitkef Love for thee in ty 
Gy rag Fes Othaj 1 might ſee gbr ſr thy 
.Fast which is fo”Fair ! that I might At 


I a. Jac thy, Preſence which 1s ſo Refreſhing! 
: -£ 0 that 1 meht behold thy Heart-raviſhing 
4 RE Some; ! Sy Lird that I am thine, and 
"thou art mine ;, that thou haſt loved me, and. 


f TromEverlaſting,and that it ts Unchangear- 
74 ble. Are theſe or ſuch like, the breathings of” 
4 _your_Souls? Such are the VIE * 
love to Chriſt. K 

-. 3 Do you, delire that Chriſt "+ k 
come unto youin.a my 'of ſweet confolati-- 


imfelf? when the curtain is drawn, 'andF 


thy Voice which is ſo Sweer'| that 1 nirbey 


-- > ee ea @©tc iv” oo X2A i#*  a£& at Aa aca. ak oi N22 ec m© AAA” wore. ot _ 


given thy ſelf for me; that thy love tome was | 


a 


; to the nnſeen Chriſt, JT. 
| on,” which doth reſult from this commu- 

r.| nication. and Manifeſtation? are you de- 
F firous after the  Oil- of Gladneſs, which 
Chriſt is. Anointed withal? "that he would 
w1 give you of the Unction of: the Spirit, not 
F only to SanQifie you,” but alſo to comfort 
you? do. you delire that your Hearts 
might be filled with- Spiritual joyes, the 
joyes-of the: Holy Ghoſt,: which are un- 
ſpeakable and full of Glory? do youde-_. 
fire the: comforts which Chrift doth give, 

| beyond all the comforts which the World - 
andthe Fleſh can give ? the comforts which © 

_ come in; at' the doorof Faith;/'Geyond/all 
the comforts: that come in at'the door' of 
Setiſe ;- thoſe joyes which are'18Chriſt;be- 
by yondall joyes that can'be found in the moſt 
ar | ſweet and deffreable creature-enjoyment? 
4 this evidenceth true love ro Chriſt, Thus do 
7! youdeſire Chrifts Gracious preſence: | * 
20] 2. And do you defire alſo Chriſts glori- 
a | ous preſence at the Laſt day? When he 
;d | promiſeth, Szrely I come quickly, can your 
244 . hearts make anſwer as Rev, 22.20. . A- 
ar | men, even ſo come Lord Feſus ? are you 


glad you live ſonear the End of the World, 
of | thatthe Lord is. at hand, that the coming 
{\ of the Lord draweth nearer and nearer 
d | every day? can you lift up your heads 
, with joy, when you look towards the 

| place 
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8 LL the Tight band of the Throne of the Ma- 
1 -$fithat yet 'a little while, and be that ſhall 


VY 
TRY. 9 
'K-v& 3 


ce where the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is, at. 


'zjefty on High; and think with comfort, . 


come. will come, and will not now tarry. 


wihdeſcend from Heaven with a ſhout, the ] 
Lord with.the Sound of the Trumpet, and. 


that your Eyes ſhall ſee him in the bright-] 


meſs of his Glory and Majeſty ? Doyou: 
look and, long: for. the day of Chriſt's glo-. 
rious appearance from heaven, when you | 
ſhall be awakened out of your Graves 
(where you may take a ſhort ſleep before). 
and be gathered together by the ang 
.and be caught up in the clouds, and there 
(in ſhining 'Garments of Immortality on 


your Bodies and of: Chriſts unſpotted | 


wwweh longer; that within a while Chriſt f 


a; i, A. FSEIRD "5 NPY a_—_ wel. AM A cic.c on wk, YT. 


Righteouſneſs in your. Souls) be brought 
with. Shoutings and Acclamations of Joy | 
and Triumph into his Preſence, who wi 
then acquityou Gracioufly from all Sin and ' 
.Puniſhment, own you openly for his 


Faithful Servants, crown you Gloriouſly | 


before the whole World, and receive you 
to Live and Reign with him to all Eternity ? 


.Have you ſuch deſires as theſe ? If ſome 
_of you ſay, you are afraid of Chriſts Glo: 
ious appearance, leſt then you ſhould be :: 


rejected becauſe you fear you arenotrea- } 


dy | 


. , 
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] dy and prepared; yet can you fay alſo 
| from your Hearts, that you. Deſire above_ 
| all things that you may be ready, that you; 
1 Endeavour to make ready, that it is your 
1] Grief you are no more ready, and that if 
-2 4 you were ready, and were aſſured of your 

1 Intereſt in Chriſt, you could deſire that 
| Chriſt would come immediately ; and that 

ou defire no greater Happinefs and Fe- 
icity, than to live with Chrift in Glory; 
and that you account the Preſence of Chriſt 
in Heaven to be the Happineſs of Heaven ? 
Theſe are Evidences of true defires after 
Chriſt's Glorious preſence, and of fincere 
love to Chriſt. 


Secondly, You may know your ſove 
q | to Chriſt, by your Prizing and Frequent- 
it ing thoſe wayes wherein Chriſt is to_be 


* found, and ſeeking him therein. Such 
afe the wayes of his Ordinances: both pub- 

qd | lick and private, Chriſt's way is in his 
s {| SanQuary, and inhis Ordinances he may 
| be found; do you give your attendance 

1 | unto Ordinances, Publick prayer, the 
> | Preaching of the word, the Sacrament of 
- | the Lords Supper? and do you prize 
theſe Ordinances becauſe of the Stamp of 
. 3. Chriſt's Inſtitution upon them, becauſe of 
. 4 Chriſt's preſence inthem, and becauſe they 
| WS 
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are.a mennes of bringing you and Chriſt, 
_ together?..and, when you are-under Ordi- | E 
pances, 'do.youdiligently ſeck after Chriſt | 
in Ordinances. ? Don't you teſt in the out-] 


fide and. carnall. part of Ordinances; in. 


meeting with Gods People there? or do | 


you deſign, defire and endeavor. after ſome-. 
thing more inward. and. Spiritual and in>, 
comparably ſweet, that you. meet_ with. 


Chrift there; that you may haye Fellow- 
ſhip with the Father and the Sontherein ?. 
andfupon- this account can you ſay as Da- | 


vid, How amiable; are thy Tabernacles'O 


Loyd! and .4 day in thy Courts is better. 
than a Thouſand, Pſal. 84.1, And, One' 


thing have 1 deſired of the Lord, that will 
I ſethafter, that I may dwell in the Houſe 
of the Lord all the dayes of my life, to be- 
bold the beauty of the Lord, and to enquire 
an his Temple > Pal. 27. 4. : Do you alſo 
ſeek after .Chriſt in your Families, and in 
your Cloſets ? do you ſeek him in ſecret 


prayer and meditation? your love to Chriſt 


doth expreſs it ſelf in your deſires; your 
defires-do ſhew themſelves in your ſeeking 
after Chriſt in his wayes. 


Thirdly, you may know your love to. 


_ Chriſt, by your love of- Chriſt's Image : 
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there is the Image of Chriſt on his Word, : 


and- 
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} and there 
| People.: ..;-) fagtoigictÞ 
| ;,4-.Do you loye the Image of Chriſt on 
1] his Word ? as Ceſar's Coin did bear Ce- 


| whom you have ſeen, how can you love 


mn 10 the unſeen Chriſt, 


is the Image, of Chriſt on. his 


* 


ſar's Image and_.Superſcription, ſo the 


4 Word. of the Scriptures, which is the 
:F Word of Chriſt, doth bear Chriſt's Image 
[nz | and Spperſcription, ... Do you love the 
J Scriptures-becauſe of Chriſt's Image which 
4 is uponthem ? .do you love the Word.of 
1 Doctrine in the Scripture, becauſe: of 
{ the Image of Chriſts Truth and Wiſdom 


upon it? do you love the Word of Pre- 


| cepts in the Scriptures, becauſe of the 
| Image of Chriſt's Holineſs upon: it ? do 
| you love the Word of Threatnings inthe: 
1 Scriptures,becauſe of the Image of Chriſt's 
| Righteouſneſs upon it? do you love the 


Word of Promiſes in the Scriptures, be- 
cauſe of the Image of Chriſt's Goodneſs, 
Grace and. Love.,upon it ? You have 
Chriſt's Word in your Bibles, and ſome-- 


| times ſounding in your Ears, but doth 


the Word of Chriſt dwell in your Hearts ? 
you receive Chriſts word in the Light of it, 


| do you receive his Word in the Love 
of it? 


2, Do you love Chriſt's Image on his 
People ? If you love not your Brother 


your 
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 ſtantial ? 


- Have Chriſt's Commangdements, do you 


 Jf Chriſt be your Beloved, he is alfo your ' 
' Lord; if you have true aftetion for him, |. 
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 * Love Chriſt, you are carefull to Pleaſe 


your Lord'whom you have not ſeen? All” 
Chriſt's Diſciples do bear Chiift's Image ;*| 
if you love the Original you will fove the | 
Picture; - although it be ' but 'imperfealy$ 
drawn; If you love the perfect Goodnefy $ 


. and Holineſs which is in Chriſt, you will | 


love the Goodneſs and Holineſs which you'T 
ſee in the Saints, although they have it but" 
in an imperfect Meafure : do you love” 
Chriſt's Diſciples Fand ' that becauſe of: 
Chriſt's Image; although they differ from 
you in ſome oginions which are cifcum-: 


| We 
' Fourthly, You may know your love to' 
Chrift, by your Obedience unto his Com-" 
mandements, Joh. 14. 15. If youlove me. 
keep my Commandements, and ver. 21. 
He that hath my Commandements and keep- | 
eth them, he it ts 'that loveth me. You' 


Reep them ? youRnow them, do you 


Practice them? your Love to Chriſt is 
known .by your Obedience unto Chriſt. 


you yeild Subjection unto him - If yon 


Chriſt; you are not the Servants of the. 


Fleſh, to take care to pleaſe the Fleſh ; - 
| . but 


your hearts do not give your fo 


; oe 3, P27 reproof, 


7 but you are the ſervants of: Chriſt, to 
"4 take care above all perfons and all thing 


to pleaſe'Chriſt; it ;you love Chriſt you- 


F arc fearful of giving juſt occaſion of of- 


fence unto men, but above all you are 


'& fearful of diſpleaſing. and offending your 
Lord. Do you labour ſo to walk that 
-you-may pleaſe Chriſt inthe way of: fin- 


cere and. univerſal obedience ? are you 
hearty-4n your obedience unto Chrilt ? 
have you a reſpect to all his Command- 
ments? is it your greif that you fall ſhort 


| in your obedience unto -Chriſt ?. if you 


can ſay in the preſence of the Lprd,and 
gues the 
lye, that you don't live and altoWyour 
ſelves in the practice of any known ſin 
which. Chriſt forbiddeth,- nor in the neg- 


| lectofanyknownduty which Chriſt COm- 
-mandeth, this is a ſure evidence. of true 


loveto Jeſus Chriſt. - Thus for the tryal 


_ of your love unto Chritt, 


— 


Section 1I.. 


Of all ſuch «Ss have no 


4 love atall unto this unſeen Cairitt ; and 
wil not the uſe of Information, together 


S ' With 


& 
Do 
PP, 
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with the uſe of tryal leave a conviction up- | 
'on:many of you that you are without this 
love'?. | Suffer then the word of reproof; | 
what, are you Creatures made By Chriſt, F 
and made For Chriſt, and yet have no. 
love rohim?are you Rational Creatures, ; 
have you ſouls capable of knowing himF 
and loving him, and yet have no love ? 
are you Chriſtians and not love Chrit ? F- 
baptized in Chriſt's Name, and yet have: 
youho love to Chriſt's perſon? are ſome} 
- of you Profeſlors,and yetnot love Chriſt ? | 
makea ſhow of devotion, and yet with-! 
-out any true affeion to the object of Þ 

-yovr worlhip ? Sinners though you have | 
"not ſeen Chriſt, yet have you not heard 
of him? and have you not heard enough'to . 


- engage and draw forth your love unto 


Chriit, What do you think? is there Þ 
fuch a perſon as Jeſus Chriſt, or is there | 
not ?'have you no Bibles? and if you. 
have, have you not read therein the Hi- / 
ſtory concerning Jeſus Chriſt? and what / 
do you think of that Hiſtory, is it true 
or is it falſe? doyou think the Goſpel to: 
| bea cunningly deviſed fable ? are not the * 
Scriptures which contain this Goſpel, the P 
word of the true God who cannot Þ. 
lyc?-are* there not ſuch characters of Di-- 
' vinity upon them, as are. ſufficient toe-' 
"$6 Via | vince 


ver 
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1P-4 vince their divine original to any thar 
his | ſearch into them, and do not willfully 
of, {ſhut their eyes againſt the light which 
it; F theredoth ſhine? And if it'be fo that there 
10.F is indeed ſuch a perſon as Jeſus Chriſt (as 
3, F there is nothing more true) how is it that 
My you have no love unto him? do not the 


Scriptures reveal and. ſect forth Chriſt, as 
? the moiſt excellent and amiable. perſon ? 
'C'F and yet do you not love him? can you 
CF love perſons and things that are but Im- 
F - perfectly lovely,and not love Jeſus Chriſt 
-4 whois Altogether lovely? can you love 
ff] oneof great honour that hath but ſome in- 
© { ferior power and authority, and not love 
df Jefus Chriſt, who is the Lord of Glory, 
0 3 who hath All'/power and authority both in 
OF Heavenand Earth ? can youlove ſuch as 
©] have Wiſdom and Learning though it be 
©] terrene, and not love Jeſus Chriſt who is 
1-4 the wiſdom of the Father, who knoweth 
"# allthings, and whoſe wiſdom is divine? 
can you love ſuch as are liberal and boun- 
-# tifu!, andnotlove Chriſt whoſe bounty is 
"F ſuperlative, and whoſe gifts are moſt rich 
F and tranſcendent?” can you love friends 
that arekind, and not love Jeſus Chriſt 
whoisthe beſt friend that ever the chil- 
7 dren of men had? can you lovea Bene- 
JF factor that feeds you, and cloathes you, 
1 K-24 and 
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and giveth money to -you, and' yet not! 
* love Chriſt who offereth to feed your hun- 
ger-ſtarv*d ſouls with the bread of life,, 
to cloth your naked ſouls with the robes] 
of His Righteouſneſs, and to give the ſpi-F- 
ritual Riches of Grace to you, theleait? 
dram .of which is of more worth than all? 
* the riches 'of the Earth? can you love! 
Riches and not love Chriſt in whom there? 
are treaſures, and by whom you may | 
have not only Tpiritual riches here, but al-' 
ſo the heavenly inheritance hereafter ? can ; 
you love honours,': and not love Chriit by 
whom you may hive the higheſt digni- 
ties, the hogour of children to the King of 

- -Heaven now, and a Crown of Glory -in 
'the other world ? can you love liberty and 
not love Chriſt by whom you may be: 
made free from the Slavery of the Devil 
and your own luits?can you love ſafety 8 
not love Chriſt who is the only Saviour of 
mankind,and-who alone puts you in ſafety K. 
from the 'reach. of the worſt of Enemies, 
& the worſt of Evils? can you love peace A 
and not love Chriſt by whom you” may | 
have peace with God, and peace in your | 
own conſcience'? can you love-'pleafures 
anddelights, and not love Chriſt by whom | 
you may have joys unſpeakable and full 


_ of g'ory, bcfides thoſe everlaſting plea- F 4 
ſures | 
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ſures which are to come ? without love 


hun-J to Chriſt you are under the guilt of all 


your fins; neither your orginal fin, nor 
any of your aCtualſins are pardoned,they 
all lye- upon your own ſcore, and you 
mult anſwer for all your ſelves, and how 
fearful is your account like to be ! with- 
out loveto Chriſt you are under the curſe, 
not only. under the curſe of the Law for. 
your breach of the Law,but alſo under the 
curſe of the. Goſpel for diſobedience to 
this command of the Goſpel which re- 
quireth'you to love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
I Cor, 16, 22, If any man love wot the 

Lord. Feſus Chriſt, let him be Anathama 
AAavranatha, that is,let him be curſed, till 
the Lord come, and when the Lord com- 
eth will he take off the curſe from you? 
no, he will come in flaming fire to take 
vengeance upon you, having threatned 
| then to puniſhall ſuch with everlaſting de- 
itruclion, as ſhall be found to have diſo- 


\ beyetthe. Goſpel ; and what then is like 
F to become of you ? Sodom and Gomorrha. 
{ thoſe wicked Cities will then be puniſhed 
'#, dreadfully, with a worſe fire than that 


which was rained down from heaven, and 
conſumed their perſons & habitations to- 
Sether;..l mean, with the fire of Hell, 
which will. be kindled and kept alive un- 
G4 to 
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- mighty; but you who do not love the 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt notwithſtanding.all dif. 
coverics of him, invitations to- him, and F. 
proffers of kindnefſes by him, - you will be 
puniſhed more dreadfully than the wick- 1 
ed Sodomrees, 1t will be more tollerable in 
the day of Judgment for them than for 


ro Eternity by the breath of the Al. 


1:5 4.5." was A 


' you; the torments of Hel] will be intolle- - 1 | 
- rable by any, but they will be moſtin- Þ.* 


tollerable by Goſpel-finners ; the fire of | 
Hell will burn vpon you the mot fiercely, } 
and the ſcourge of Conſcience will laſh | 
you the molt furioufly, Conſider this all F 


yee thar have no'love to Chriſt, otherwiſe 
when he cometh to judgment he will tear 
you ro pieces and there will benone to'de- 
Iver you : if you have not the ſweet fire 
of love to Chriſt enkindled in your: hearts 
here, you will be thrown into the dread- 


fall fire of Hell which will burn you Ever- x 


Taitingly.”, 
2. This reproves fuch of you as have 


ſome love, butit is very little love to Je- } 


fus Chriſt 3 you that love Chriſt, is not 
your love very ſmall, not only in compa- 


rifon with his love to you, but alſo in I 


compariſon 'with the love which ſome 
Chriſtians have attained unto? how 
ſtrong wasthe love of the Apoſtſes unto 


Chriſt p. 


Chriſt when they left all and followed 
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him/ eſpecially after the reſurrection of 


#F Chriſt and his Aſcention into Heaven, 
FS. whenthe Holy Ghoſt was ſent down and 


ſat in the likeneſs of fiery tongues upon 


"them:O!what a fireof love untoChrift was 
_ there thenenkindlcd within them, Hence 


that bold profeſſion which they make of 


# Chriſt before the chief Prieſts and Elders, 
8." A&#, 4, Hence their rejoycing that they 


were counted worthy to ſuffer ſhame for 
the name of Chritt, when they were beat- 
en for their owning and preaching of him. 
At. 5.41. The love of Peter and Fobr 


was great uuto Chriſt, and the love of 


Paul was not inferiour unto the love of the 
chiefelt Apoſtles; hence it was that he 
took ſuch pains to preach the Goſpel in ſo 
many parts of the world even from Feru- 
ſalem & round about unto /yricum, Rom. 
15. 19.Sce alſo how he approves himſelf 
tobe a Miniſter of Chriſt, and giveth evi- 


. dences of his ſtrong love to his Maſter, 2 


Cor. 11.23.24.25.26.27, 28.29. Arethey . 
Atinfters of Chriſt? I ſpeak as afool,] am ;; 
more ; in labours more abundant, in ſtripes - 

above meaſure, in priſons more frequent, in 
Deaths oft : of the Fews five times 
received 1 forty ſtripes. ſave one : "Thrice 
was Ibeaten with rods ; once was I fhoned, 
E C 4 thrice 
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thrice I ſuffered Shipwrack, a Night and 
a'Day 1 have been in the deep, in journey--' 
ing often, in perils of Waters, in perils of _ 


_ Robbers, in perils by mine own Countrey- 


men, in perils by the Heathen, in perils | 
in the City, in perils in the Wilderneſs, in 


perils in the Sea, inperils among falſe bre- 
thren : 4n wearineſs and painfulneſs, in 
watchings often, in bunger. and thirſt, in 
- faſtings often,in cold and nakedneſs. Be- 

frades thoſe things which are without, that 
which cometh upon me daily, the care of all 
_#he Churches ; who 1s weak, and ] am not 


weak? who # offended and I burn not? and - 


chap. 12. 10. 1 take pleaſure in infirmities, 
12 Yeproaches, in neceſſities, in perſecuti- 
045, in diftrefſes for Chriſts ſake. The 
ground'of:all which was the love of Chriſt 
which:did conſtrain him, as 1 Cor.5. 14. 
he:.had-ſucha love to Chriſt that he pro- 
feſleth, -Phillip. 1. 21. To me to' live is 
Chriſt, ' and to.dye is gain, (Chriſt was 
his life, and his' life was wholy at Chriſts 
devotion. | | | 
But ,where is ſuch love now to be 
found ?- I might ſpeak alſo of the love of 
ſome ancient Fathers, Jenatins, Polycarp, 
Jerome and others : take one inſtance 1n 
Terame, : who-thus expreſſeth his love un- 


his 


to Chriſt, If my Father were weeping on 


Fs. 


'. fothe Unſeen Chriſt. FI 
bis Knees before me, my Mother Hanging 
| on my Neck behind me, my Brethren Siſt= 
of | ersand Kinsfolk Howling on every ſide, to 
ey- | retain me in a Sinfull courſe, I would: 
Us | ſling my Mother to the Ground, run over 
in Þ my Father, deſpiſe all my Kinared, andy 


'e- | tread themnnder my Feet, that I might run 
7 | unto Chriſfk, How little is your love in 
2 J compariſon with the love of thoſe Famous 
'- # Hero's, I mean thoſe eminent Martyrs, 
t Ft whohavedeſpiſcd the Flames, and endur-- 
/ } ed ſuch Racking and Torturing Deaths, 
F | forthe love which they have born unto 
|- 3 Jeſus Chriſt; thefireof their Love burn- 


 #F ing ſtronger within them, than the fire. 
without them in which their Bodies were 
conſumed ? Is not your love alfo ſmall 

in compariſon with the love of our late 
Reformers, which fired them with ſuck: 
courage and reſolution,. as to withſtand a 

whole world of Antichriſtian Fury and 
Oppoſition ? Is your love comparable to- 

that of many Eminent Divines, and pri- 

vate Chriſtians of our own Nation, of the: 

Age immediately going before, who are: 

now aſleep in their Graves ; but how few 

are there come up in their Rooms ? It is, 

-\., obſerved, and it is greatly to be Lament 
W» ed, that there is of late years, a great: 
\- Gecay inthe Power of Godlineſs, amongft 
5. thoſe: 
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thoſe that are Sincere; and is it not evi-: 


dent in the great Decay of Jove, even in 


true Chriſtians, unto Jeſus Chriſt? are 


not you Dwarfs in compariſon with o- 


thers? are.not you Babes in Chriſt, and 


o 


Weaklingsin your love to Chriſt ? Is it® , 


not evident; that you have but little love 


_ to, Chriſt, when he is but little in your | 
Thoughts and Meditations ? the Thoughts | 
are the Handmaids of the Love; where | 


the Love is (trong and ardent, there ma- 
ny thoughts will be attending upon it : 


but, will not, your Hearts tell you, that ' 


your. Thoughts of Chriſt are very few ? 


' you.can think ofcen of your Food, but how | 


, little do your Thoughts feed upon Chrift, 
who is the Bread of Life? You can often 


think-of your Rayment, but how little 


Go. you. think of the Robes of Chriſt's 
Rigntcouſncſs:-? You can, think often of 
your Earthly Friends, but, how little do 
you thinkof Jeſus Chriſt, your Friend in 
Heaven ? Objects of Senſe are often not 
only in your Eyes, but alſo in. your 
 Thoughts.z but how little is Chriſt enter- 
taincd in your Thoughts,, who is the Ob- 
. ject, of Faith ? - Moreover, doth it not 
argue little Love to Chriſt,that you ſpeak: 
ſolittle of him and for him, in your con- 
verſe one withanother ? If you had much 

8 Love 
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re 


MI 
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Love to Chriſt, would not this Love +: 
breath forth-more in your Difcourſes ? 


. You canreadily ſpeak of your ſelves, and 


do often either Dirc&tly or Obliquely 


commend .your ſelves, which diſcovers 


your great Self-love; how little do you 
commend your Lord and Maſter, and Ex- 


' toll his excellencies with your lips? and 


doth not this evidence that you have but 
little love to him in your hearts? You 
can readily diſcourſe of News and Pub- 
lick Occurrences (which is lawfull and. 
needfull, ſo that due limits be obſerved) 
but when you leave Chriſt quite out of 
your Diſcourſc, it ſhews that you have 
not abundance of Love to him, becauſe 
out of the abundance of the Heart the 
Mouth -will ſpeak. Such as have much 
love to the World, will ſpeak of their 
Riches ; ſuch as have much love to Plea- 
ſures, | will be often ſpeaking of that ſub- 
Jet ; ſuch as love their Friends much, 
will be often ſpeaking and commending 
of them, when they are in company, 
and when you ſpeak but little of Chriſt, 
itis a ſign that you love him but little. 


 Dothnot the little Zeal which you have 


for Chriſts Honour in the World, argue 
that you have but little Love to him? 
where is your aQtivity for Chriſt to pro- - } 

- mote |. 
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with ? do you labour all you can, to bring 


- Others into the wayes of God, and into- ! 
- Acquaintance with Chriſt ? Beſides, will _ 
* Bot your little ſecret Devotion, argue % 


your little Aﬀection unto Chriſt ? will 
not your cloſets or other retiring places 


Witneſs how little you are. in ſecret pray-. 
Er and converſe with Chriſt there ? Brief *þ 


- and Straitned prayer in ſecret, doth argue 
a Heart Straitned in love to Jeſus Chriſt, 
Doth not your Backwardneſs to the Ex- 
'_ erciſe of this Love to Chriſt, ſhew the 


weakneſs of your love ?. how. ſlow of 


| Heart are youto the Love of Chriſt ? how 


- , hard to be perſwaded? you need not be 


; perſwaded. to Love your Wives, if they 
be Kind. and Helpful ;. you need not be 
perſwaded to Love your children, if they 
De Pretty and Hopefull; you need not be 
perſwaded to Love your Friends, if they 
te Friendly and Faithful : and yet what- 
ever attraCtives of Love, the moſt ſtrong 
of any, bein Jeſus Chriſt, you are back, 
ward to this Love, 

- _* NeedI ſay more to convince you, that 
- _. you have bur little Love to Chriſt ?. will 
' Not Your own Conſcience from theſe clear 


E Evidences ſufficiently witneſs the thing ? 


And 


mote his Intereſt amongſt thoſe Relations 
and Friends, . that you. have acquaintance 


* 
Re ne ED 
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And nowChriſtians think what a Sin,what 
a Shame, what a Folly it is, that you 


- ſhould have fo little Love unto Jeſus 
Chriſt : If it beſo great a Sin for ſuch as 
'. are Strangers unto Chriſt, to have no 


Love at all to him, that it brings them 
under the moſt Dreadful curſe ; ſurely 
it cannot be a ſmall Sin, that you (who are 


{ his true Diſciples) ſhould have but little 
*# Loveuntohim ; is it not very diſpleafing 


tothe Father, that you ſhould have but 
little Love to- his Son? if he do not hate 
you becauſe of your Relation unto Chrilſt; 
yet," is he not angry with you, for the 
Lukewarmneſs of your Aﬀection unto 
Chriſt ? - which Sin is Aggravated by the 
nearneſs of your Relation, - Is it not 
Diſhonourable unto Chriſt, that you 
ſhould have ſo little Loveto him? don't 
you in Effect ſay, there is no great worth 
or Amiableneſs in him, when you have 
no great Love unto him? are you not 
hereby ingrateful unto Chriſt, beyond 
what can be perallelPd by any ingratitude 
unto the moſt obliging Earthly Friend ? 
Is it not your ſhame, that you ſhould 
have ſo little Love to Chriſt, when he doth 
ſo much deſerve your Love? Beſides the 
Infinite - Excellencies and Perfetions _ 
which are in his perſon ; doth not his In- 

| finite - 
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finite Kindneſs unto you," call for (not | 
only the Truth, but alfo)) the Strength 
of your Love? Think what he hath Done 
for you; think what he hath Suffered for |. 


you ; think what he hath Purchaſed for My 


you; think what he hath Promiſed to -* 

you; think what he hath Laid out for 
you ; think what he hath Laid up for 
.You ; and yet to have bot little Love to 
Chriſt? yet to make ſuch poor Returns ! 
Moreover, is. it. not your Folly to have 
but little Love to Chriſt ? Don'tyou here- 
by bereave yourſelves, or debarre your 
ſclves of ſuch peace as paſſeth all under- 
ſtanding ; of ſuch ſweetneſs and comfort 
both in the ſtrength of your love, and in 
the ſenſe of His Love, as is inconceiva- 
ble? is not Injury and Miſcheif unto your 
ſelves, the conſequent of your little Love 
unto Chriſt ? muſt you not draw on Hea- 
vily in the wayes of God, as Pharoah 
when his chariot-wheels were taken off ? 
Love to Chriſt is like wheels, in your mo- 
tion for Chriſt, and like Oil te the wheels, 
which makes you ready unto any good 
work which he doth call you unto; but 
when you have but little Loveunto Chriſt, 
you mult needs be more ſlow in your mo- 


{ tions, more ſluggiſh in Chris ſervice; 


' You willnot, you cannot take that pains 
in 
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in the work of the Lord, and be ſo Zea- 


lous as you might and ſhould be for your 
Maſter's Glory. 
' To Conclude, if you have but little love 


2. toChriſt, you will be apt to faint in the 
| day of Adverſity, to. ſhrink when you 


arecalled to take up his Croſs and ſuffer 
for his ſake: lefler ſufferings will diſcom- 


- | poſe you, greater ſufferings will affrighten 


and amaze you, and you will be in dan- 


'ger of turning fearful Apoſtates in time 


of great Tryals; there is need of great 
Loveto chriſt, as well as great Faith, to 
carry you thorow ſufferings with courage 
that you may perſevere unto the end. 


SECT. XL 


Uſe 4. J? OR Exhortation unto the love 
of Jeſus Chrit, whom you 


. have never ſeen, this is the Uſe chiefly 


deſigned in the choice of this ſubjeA, and 
which I ſhall moſt largely inſiſt upon. In 
the Proſecution of it, I ſhall give ſome 
Motives, and then fome Directions. 

* The Motives to Induce and Excite you 


unto the Love of this unſeen Chriſt, may 


be drawn 1. From the conſideration of 
what Chriſt is. ' 2, From the confidera- 
t30n 


A” 
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Chrilt. 


The firlt ſort.of Motives may be drawn 
from the conſideration of what Chriſt is,. * 
and that 7 What he is in. Himſelf, 2. 


What he'is:to the Father. 3* What he 
1s unto true Chriſtians, | 


Firſt, Conſider What Chriſt is in 


Himſelf. 
In generall, He is the moſt amiable per- 
ſon and the moſt ſutable Object for your, 


Love, . If you ask of the aayes which are 


paſt, which were before you, ſince the 
day that God. created Man upon the 
Earth; if you ſeek from one fide of Hea- 
venunto:theother; if you make enquiry 
into all the parts of the Earth, you will 
never find that either there ever was or is 
to be found any perſon ſo lovely, fo beau- 
tifull and ſo every way deſerving your 
Love,. as the. Lord Jeſus Chriſt : there is 
a: Matchleſs,. Franſcendent, and Incom- 


 - parable Beauty, and Excellency in him. 


How paſſionately are ſome Fooliſh Men 
in Love with the externall beauty which 
_ they ſeein ſome Women : the exact Sy- 
metry 
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- tionof Chriſt's Love. © 3. From the con-- 
ſideration of Chriſt*s Benefits. 4. From. 
the confideration of that Love which. 
Chriſtians have, and fhou:d -have unto ' 
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- | metry of parts, and comely Proportion 
Þ of the body; the Amiable Features and 

. | Lovely Mixtures of co:ours in the Face, 
J the Beauty of the Eyes, in their Spirit 

'their Quick and Graceful motions, and 

# Amorous Glances How dott this Ra- 


viſh the Hearts of ſome fond Lovers ! al- 
though the moſt Beautiful. body in the- 
World, is no better than painted clay, 
dirt and corruption, encloſed in a Fair 
Skin, which ſickneſs will cauſe to look 
Pale and Wan, Death will quite Marr 
and Spoil, But the Amiableneſs and. 
Beauty of Chriſt is more Tranſcendent and 
Permanent, and therefore a more fit Ob- 


jet for your Love. Chriſt is Fairer than 


the Children of Men; heisall Fair with- 
out any Spot, altogether Lovely without 
any Blemiſh or Deformity. I have alrea- 
dy ſpoken of the Glorious Beauty which 
is in Chriſt's Glorified Body, the moſt. 
Lovely of .any Viſible creature which 


. God hath made;-and alſo of the Shining 
- Excellencies which are in Chriſt's Glori- 


fied Soul, ſo nearly joyned to the Divini- 
ty; could we ſuppofe all the Lovelineſs 
that ever was ſcen, or found in the moſt 
lovely perſons that ever lived, to meet in 
one perſon ; how Lovely would that'per- 
ſon be! yet ſuch, though never ſo re: 

| ſplendent, 
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ſplendent Beauty, would be but-adark 
Shaddow, compared with the Brightneſs || 7 
of Chriſt's molt Beautifull Perſon.. Can | - 
you Love the imperfect Beauty which 
you fee in Creatures, and: will you not. 
Love the perfect Beauty which there is in 
Chriſt ? can you Love a Fading Beauty * 
which ſoon Withereth like the Flower, 
and will you not Love Chriſt, whoſe-! 


Beauty never Decays, but alwayes doth } 


abide more Freſh than Beauty-in the Flo- | 
werof Youth ? can you be ſoon Aﬀected 
with Beautiful Objects which are before 
the Eye of your Senſe, and will you not 
be Aﬀected with this far more Beautiful 
Objec, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who is ſo 
clearly difcernable by the Eye of Faith? 
If the Eye of your Faith were open and | 
clear, tolook upon the Tranſcendent Ami- 
ableneſs which-is in Chriſt, you could not 
chuſe but Love him :. could you fee the 
Glances of his Eye, and the Sweet Smiles 
of his Lovely Face, as ſome have ſeen, 
your 'Hearts | would be Overcome and 


Raviſhed with Love, and filled with Ex- 
_ baciegof Joy and Ineffable Delight. 


More Particularly, There are the moſt 
Amiable Qualifications in Chriſts-Perſon, 
to attract and-draw forth your Love; 1 


| - ſhall inſtance in theſe fix. 1. His Great- 


neſs 
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neſs and Authority.' 2. His Holineſs and 
| Purity, 3. His Wiſdom and Omniſciency. 
| 4. Hu Truth and Fidelity. 5. Hu Ful- 
neſs and All-ſufficiency. 6. His Kindneſs 
and Mercy. 

- 1. Conſider Chriſt's Greatneſs and Au- 
therity, Aquila non capit muſcas, The 
Eagle doth not purſue after Flies ; Great 
Souls are not Aﬀected, except it be with 
Great Things ; there is none ſo Great as 
Jeſus Chriit; He is moſt Great in: Hon- 
our and Dignity, He is molt Great. in 
Power and Authority. Excellency of, Mas 
jeſty, doth greatly engage the Love, and 
command the Hearts as well as the Obe- 
dience of Subjects : and thoſe Princes 
that have the greateſt Power and Authori- 
ty, are the Darlings of-the people, when 
they dont abuſe their place by Unrighte- 
ouſneſs and Cruelty, by Uſurpation-and 
Tyranny. If Power be managed with 
Clemency, and Authority with. Kindneſs 
towards thoſe that are under command ; - 
ſo. highly do Princes advance themſelves 
hereby in the Eſteem and Love: of their 
people, that they will be ready to:ſpend 
their Eftates, and venture their Lives in 
their Service; Chriſt is the Prince of the 
Kingsof the Earth, he is clothed with the 
Higheſt Honour, Arrayed with on mor 

xcel- 
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', Excellent Majefty, 'Decked with the larg-: 
eſt Power, and inveſted with the Greateit | 
Authority, He is the King and Lord of- 
Glory, He is Exalted to Higher Dignity 
than the-greateſt Potentate that ever lived 
upon the Earth; yea he is advanced above - 
all Thrones and Dominions, and Princi- - 
palities and Powers, of the Glorious An- + 
gels which are in Heaven; Al Power 
grven to him in Heaven and Earth, Mat. 
28. 18. Hedoth whathe will in Heaven 
the Angels are at his Beck, and Execute 
his Will, go and come at his Command; . 
and he hath Power on Earth ; He is the 
Head of the Church, and Head over all 
unto the Church; he can Reſtrain his E- 


nemies, and conquer them, and-'bring | 


them under his Feet at his Pleaſure ; And: 
whatever ſeverity he doth ſhew ſome- 
times in Executing his Judgments, and 
taking Vengeance on the Wicked, he”. 
doth never abuſe his Power by -Unrighte- 
ouſneſs + He js 'moſt Juſt towards the 
worſt, and puniſheth them here leſſe than 
their iniquities do deſerve, But what 
kindneſs and clemency doth he ſhew to 
. his own fſubjeQts and people? and will 
not you havea great love'to ſo great a Per- 
for? ſhould not the confideration of the 
high dignity of your Lord,raiſe your: _ 
4 G | { 4 
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of him unto a great heighth?' when Chriſt . 
hath ſuch Authority, ſhall he not com- 
mand yourhearts ? when Chriſt is inveſt- 
ed with ſuch power that he can defend 
you againſt the rage and cruelty of your 


. moſt powerful and malicious adverſaries, 


will you not love greatly ſucha Perſon, 
as well as truſt confidently under the ſha- 


dow of his Government ? 


2, Conſider Chriſts Holineſs and Purti- 
ty, ſome great Perſons who avound in 
Wealth and Honour, who . have ſome 
kind of amiable natural qualities, and ac- 
quired accompliſhments. which might 
render them very uſeful in their Coun- 
tries, yet through their wickedneſs and 
debauchery, their filthineſs and impurity, 
their impious and vicious lives,\ they ſtain 
all their other excellencies, and render 
themſelves the objects of contempt and 


ſcorn, unte thoſe who. otherwiſe would 


bear grEreſpect and love to;them. 
* But Chriſt is moſt amiable for his Ho- 
lineſs and Purity ; he was holy in his birth; 


although born of a ſinful woman, yet he 


was born without ſin; when helived a- 


-mong{t impure finners he kept his gar- 


ments from all ſtains and ſpots, his heart 
and life were free from all pollutions, and 


never was he guilty of the leaſt tranſgreſ- 
ſton 
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- fion either in ation or the leaſt inclinati-! 

on, O what an excellent Perſon was. 
Chriſt when here upon the Earth ! how 
glorious in holineſs, what bright beams 
of perfeA purity and exaQt innocency did ' 
Chriſt ſcatter in thoſe dark places of the } | 
Earth where he lived, and amongſt thoſe 1 

 darkſullied finners with whom he did con- ! 
verſe! how then doth Chriſt ſhine in 
holineſs, now he'1s entred into the Holy : 
of Holies, which is above; and there doth ' 
converſe with none but ſuch as are Holy ? 
I know becauſe of Chriſts Holineſs and 
Purity, he is the object of the hatred and * 
enmity of the wicked and ungodly ; be- 
cauſe Chriſt is an enemy unto their darling 
and beloved luits, they have an enmity a- \ 
Sainſt ChriftsPerſon:when he was here be- | 
low he telleth his brethren, John 7.7. The 
World hateth me,becauſe I teſtifie of it, that 
the works thereof are evil,and the hatred of 
the world doth itil] abide upon the ſame 
account ; Chriſt doth reprove the world 

_ offin, and this the world cannot endure 
and away with ; the beams of Chriſts Ho- 
lineſs doe offend their Sore Eyes, his 
holy . precepts do offend their carnal 
hearts; yet notwithſtanding this, he is 
a moſt ſutable objec for the love of Saints . 
upon the account of his Holineſs : ſuch as 

are. 


65 
are truely judicious will love them moſt 
who are beſt, and ſuch are really the beft 
Men and Women in the world, as are 
molt holy ; if you are Chriſt's diſciples 
indeed,you love holineſs where ever you 
ſee it, and can you love the imperiect 
holineſs which is in Gods people, and 
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will younot love Chriſt who is perfely, 
Infinitely holy himſelf, and the ſpring of 


all that holineſs, which is tobe found in 
any of the Children of Men? if there be 
ſuch a wonderful luſtre in the derived ho- 
lineſs of ſome,that it makes them to ſhine 
as lights in a dark World, what a wonder- 
ful tranſcendent luſtre is there in the origi- 
inal holineſs which is in Chriſt 7 which as 
It is matter of great admiration, ſo itcalls 
for great affection, Pſal. 119. 140. Thy 
word # very pure, therefore thy Servant 
loveth it, Chriſt is the Word, not the 
written Word, but the Efſential Word, 
and he is very pure,therefore you ſhould 
love him, 

3, Conſider Chriſt's Wiſdome and 
Omniſciency., Wiſdom doth make the 
face to ſhine; Learning doth advance 
ſome very highly in eſteem ; ſuch as know 
molt.if their morals be ſutable to their in- 
telleftuals, are moſt admired by thoſe 
that underitand what true worth is ; eſpe- 
7 cially 
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cially if there be ſpiritual Wiſdome in; 


conjunction with natural and acquired, if 


there be much Grace in the heart as well 
as much Knowledge in the head, how: 
worthy are ſych to be beloved ? Danze! : 
was a man of great learning and wiſdome, 
SkilPd in allthe learning of the Chaldearns 7 
which was not ſinful and diabolical; and: 
- befides this he was endued with divine 
 wiſdome by the teachings of the Holy. 


- Spirit; the Angel told this Daxzel more 


than once or twice, that he was a dan 1 


greatly beloved; he was greatly beloved 


. by the Lord of Heaven, greatly beloved . 


by his Prince on Earth, and greatly.belov- 
ed by his people, and by all,except ſome 


few that envied his proſperity and favor (| 


Daniels Wiſdom did render him ſo uni- 


verſally amiable; How then ſhould ' 


' Chriit be beloved becauſe of his Wiſdom 
and Knowledge! the wiſdom of Chriſt 


'is far beyond the Wiſdome of Damel, or 


"the Wiſdom: of Solomon who was wiſer 


- than Darxiel; theſ& men had Wiſdome ' 


which made them famous and eſteemed 
_.1ntheir day, but Chrilt is Wiſdome,. the 
" Wiſdome of the Father ;. they werechil- 
dren of wiſdame, but Chriſt is the Father 


and Fountain of wiſdome; they had ſome 


jewels of wiſdome, but the treaſures of 
wil- 
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things, but Chriit is omniſcient and know- 

eth all things ; they knew many ſecrets of 

nature, but Chriſt knoweth the ſecrets of 

Heaven, the mind of God, and nothing is 

 . hid from him, 'How greatly beloved then 

*» ſhould Chriſt belif you are wiſe you will,if 
you would be wife you muſt love Chriſt 
who is ſo Infinitely wiſe himſelf, and who 
alone'can make you truly wiſe. 

4. Conſider Chriſts Truth and Fidelity, 
Truth and Faithfulneſs are very rare in our 
dayes, when Falſhood and Deceit do ſo 
much abound ; what was ſaid of old, 1/a. 
59. 14. 15. Truth faileth and falleth in the 
Street, the ſame may be ſaid now; and 

_ therefore ſuch as are True without Guile, 
Faithful without Deceit, are worthy - of 
4 - great eſteem and Love. ' But what Love 
' ſhould you give unto Chriſt, who is not on+ _ 
ly True, but Truth it ſelf; wha is moſt 
Faithful in all his undertakings and pro- 
miſes, and never deceived any that put 
their trult in him, who is often better than 
| bis 


/ 
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his word; never worſe? you: will lovea' 
true and faithful Friend, and will you not WP 
love-a true and faithful Chrift; the belt: : 


Friend of the children of Men? as Chriſts + :: 


faithfulneſs ſhould encourage your confi- 7 


|” denceinhim, fo it ſhould endear your love. B 
 , Untohim, — 


5. Conſider: Chriſts fulneſs'and' Al-ſuf- 1 
ficiency. Suchas have large and plentiful: ! 
_ Eftates, arepgreatly beloved by the poor 
and indigent, if they findthemalſo to have 
large Heatts and open Hands ready to di- 
{tribute unto their wants and neceſſities; - 


none have ſuch fulneſs and plenty as the q 3 


Lord. Jeſus Chriſt, and none fo willing to 
communicate of his fulneſs unto the wants 
of ſuch asare poor in Spirit, and ſenſible of 
their need, Col, 1. 19. Jt hath pleaſed 
ghe Father that in him all fulneſs ſhould 
awell, There is not only Plenty in him, 
but fulneſs: not the fulneſs of the ciſtern, 
but the fulneſs of the Fountain ; not the 
fulnefs only of ſufficiency for himſelf, but 
the fulneſs of redundancy for his people ; 
not ſome ſulneſs for ſome things, but ali 
fulnefs for all things that are good; not 
fulneſs for ſome time and to continue but 
for a while, but all fulneſs doth dwell in 
him, and abide for all his people through- 


out all Generations ; and this not to de- * 


© xx 


-pend' upon the pleaſare of men: whoſe 
minds may alter, but it hath pleaſed the Fa- 
ther, it dependeth upon the plcaſure of 
the Father who is always the ſame, and 
whoſe good wilkto his people is unchange- 
able. } here is a twofold fulneſs in Chriſt 
for his people here ; beſides his fulneſs of 
Glory which hath a reference to Eternity. 
There isa fulneſs of Merit, and a fulneſs 
of Spirit,. 1. Afulneſs of Merit, in that full 
| and perfe& Righteouſneſs which he hata 
wrought out for them, and which he doth 
impute unto them for their Jultification, 
2. There is a fulnefs of Spirit in Chriſt, the 
Spirit being given unto him without mea- 
ſure, which he doth impart and communi- 
cate. unto them, for their Sanctification 
and Conſolation, Chriſtians you are emp- 
"ty, Chriſt is full; you are poor, Chriſt is 
rich ; you are indigent, Chriſt is All-ſufhi- 
cient ; and will not you love Chriſt, who is 
able to do ſor you, beyond what you are a- 
ble to ask or think, and is as willing as he 1s 
able to ſupply all your Spiritual neceſſities? 
will you not love Chri:t who is an Over- 
flowing & Everflowing Fountain of Good, 
who hath inexhauſtible treaſures of Graces 
and Comforts in him, which are ſet open 
before you, and unto you, and every.day 
you may freely come ard fetch ſuch jewels 

D 2 Out 
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out of this Treaſury, as ate of «Ga 
worth and greater uſe than any Earthly 
Riches in the greateſt Plenty and abun- 
dance ? 


6. Conſider Chriſts kindneſs and mercy. 


All the kindneſs of Men is unkindneſs com- 

pared with the kindneſs of Chriit, all the 
Mercies of Men are Cruelty; compared 
with the Mercies of Chrift. He is all kind- 
neſs, all bowels, all compaſſhon, all pity, 
all grace, all mercy to miſcrable loſt man- 
kind; I ſhall notenlarge here becauſe this 
will fall under the ſecond head of Argu- 
ments, taken from the conſideration of 
Chriſts Love.. And if you add the kind- 
neſs and mercy of Chriſt to all his other ex- 
cellencies and perfections, ſurely he will 


appear to have. incomparably the greateſt . 


attractives in him for Love, unto any that 
| have not a very thick veil of unbelief be- 
fore their Eyes to hide him from their 
view. 


Secondly, Conſider what Chrif is to 
the Father. 1. He'is molt nearly related 
tonim, 2. He is molt dearly beloved by 


him. 


1, Chrilt is moſt nearly Related, ard 
wita all moſt perfectly like unto the Fa- $6 


ther, All the as are related to God 
AS 
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as their Maker, but Gods Children are 
more nearly related'; the Saints are nezrly 


| related to God, who are his Children by 


Adoption and Regeneration; the Angels 
aremore nearly related to God whoare 
his Sons by Creation, and never were ſe- 


. parated from him by fin ; but the Lord Je- 


ſus Chriit is mot nearly related unto God 
who is his Son by Eternal Generation : 
thus Chriſt is the only Begotten Son of 
God, and doth bear his Image molt per- 
fetly, being the brightneſs of his Fathers 
Glory, and the expreſs Image of his Pez- 
ſon, This near Relation of Chrit, and his 
likeneſs to the Father doth call for your 
ſtrongeſtlove ; if you have reaſon to ho- 
nour the Father, on the ſame account you 
have reaſon to honour the Son; if you 
have reaſon to Jove the Father, you have 
the ſame reaſon. to. love the Son, You 
will love the Sons of Princes, and will you 
not love the Son of God ? you will love 
your own Children who. bear your Own 
Image, and will not you. love Chriit who 
is the expreſs [mage of God? we real of 
Chrit; Phil.2.6. Who being in the form 
of God, thought it no Robbery ta be equal 
with. God,” Chriſt (without Robbery or 
Deropztion. unto God) is equal with God 
inall Glorious Excellencies and Perfecti- 

| Ns, 
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ons, -and therefore your © higheſt and 
ſtrongeit love is his due, and without rob- 
bery you cannot withhold it from him. 

2: Chritt is moſt dearly beloved by the 
Father, 2 Per. 1. 17. For he received 
from God the Father, Honour and Glery, 
when there came ſuch a voice to him, from 
the Excellent Glory : This 1s wy beluved 
Son 12 Whom I am. well pleaſed, he then 
thatis worthy of the Fathers love, ſurely 
is worthy of yours; he that is cheiffy be- 
loved by the Father ſhould chiefly be be- 
loved by you. 


Thirdly, Confider what Chriſt is un- 


to all true Chriſtians; if you be ſuch, - 


Chriſt is your Shepherd, he feedeth you 
in green Paſtures, he hath laid down his 
life. for his Sheep, and will you not love 
. fucha Shepherd? he is your Captain who 
hath conquered all your Enemies for you, 
and leadeth you on to take the ſpoils,' and 
will you not love fuch a leader? He is your 
Prophet, ' who teacheth you the moſt ex- 
cellent things that ever were taught, the 
higheſt myſteries; the moſt Glorious 
Truths, which are of thegreateſt concern - 


|  - ment toknowand believe; and he teach- 


eth you in the moſt excellent way by his 
word and Spirit, opening your underſtand- 
| | ings 


"_.. to theunſeen Chriſt. 
ings as well as his Truths, giving you light 
andan eye to diſcern this light ; and will | 
you not love ſuch a teacher ? He is your 
High- Prieſt who hath made ſatisfaction for 
you, and withall maketh interceſhon for 
you, to reconcile you unto God and his 
interceſſion is inceſſant and prevalent, and 
will you not love ſuchan Advocate ? He's 
your King who ruleth you moit powerfully 
and righteouſly, moſt Wiſely and Gract- 
oufly, and-will you not love ſuch a Sove- 
raign. He is your: Benefactor the moit 
kind and bountiful; and no gifts are .com+ 


| Parable unto his gifts, and will you not 


love ſuch a friend ? He is' your Brother, 
and if he be nota ſhamed to own yau fox 
his Bretheren and Siiters; will1t not be a 
ſhame if you ſhould withhold from him 
your hearts ? He is your Husband, and 


you are joyned to him by the Spirit and 


Faith in: ſuch Bonds as cannot be broken; 


. and will not you enibrace him inthe arms 


of your deareſt love ? He is your Re- 
deemer who reſcued and delivered you 
from Sin and Sathan, from Death and 
Wrath : He hath redeemed you by price, 
the price of his blood, 'and hath he not then 
given the greateſt price for your Love ? 
he. hath redeemed you alſo by conqueſt; 
and ſhall he not make a:conqueſt of your 
D 4. hearts ? 
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hearts? Surely you are altogether un- 
worthy of theſe relations if you do not 
preſent Chritt with your moſt endeared } 
and choiſeſt Aﬀections, Thus far the 


Motives drawn from the Conſideration of 
what Chritt is. w 


— 
: — — 


? 
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T He 24d. ſort of Motives to 'excite vour 
- 4 - Love to Chriſt, may be drawn. from ” 
the confideration of Chriſts love unto : 
true Chriſtians, If you are Chriſtians in- 
__ deed;Chriſt loveth you, 1. with the Free- 

eſt Love, 2. With che Trueſt Love, *.. 
3. With the" Strongeſt Love. 4. With Py 
the fureſt Love, od 
Geo PHE. 


+7, :Conſider that Chriſt Loveth you 
with the Freeſt Love : There are many 
motives-and attratives for your Love to 
Cirift; but Chriſts love to you is molt 
free ; nothing in your ſelves to draw and 
engage his love, except deformity and en- 
mity'to him, except filthineſs which he | 
loatheth, and wickedneſs which his ſoul # 

hateth. be motives. There is no man in { 

the world that loveth you but he findeth or - 


; fancyeth ſome lovelineſs in you, ſomething 
| to 
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to be a motive to draw his love to you ; 
witt is a motive to ſome, wealth to others, 
beauty to fome, ſtrength to others near Re- 
lation to ſome; dear love to others, liberali- 

ty. to fome,ſervice to others; greatneſs ta, 
ſome,goodneſs to others; likeneſs whether 

it be in'good or evil is a motive to the love 

of the moſt; But Chriſts firft love to you,is 
altogether free, that which is a motive to. 
men and induceth their love to you.is no- 
motive to incline the Love of Chriſt : the 


- fin which you brought into the world with, 


you, and the many fins. which fince you. . 
came into the world have beehcommitted. 
by you, are enough to ſhut out all motives, 
of Love in Chriſt, unto whom all fin1s ſo. 
odious and abominable, Whatever. mo- 
tive induced Chrift to love ypu, it-was not, 
drawn from your ſelves, but it was drawn, 
from his own bowels. And will not thisfree 
love of Chriſt incline you to love: him 
Doth he love you moſt freely, and will 
not you love him. moſt dearly ? Did Chrilt;. 
love you-without any. motive to. draw his: 
love?andwill not you love Chriſt in whom. 
there are-ſo many motives to draw your 
love? Did Chriſt begin to love,and, will nos 
you make a return ? Did Chriſt love you; 
under your deformity, and will not:.yow 
love him in whom. there is ſuch. perfect 
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The True Chriſtians Love, 
beauty? If you now have any ſp'ritual 
beeuty,it is throughthe comelineſs which 
Chriſt hath put upon you, but Chriſts firſt 
love was free, which is Matter of the 
greateſt admiration, and ſhould be a Mo- 
tive unto the greateſt AﬀeCtion, | 


2, Conſider that Chriſt loveth'you with 
the Truett Iove : There is little true love in 
the world, you have many that truly hate 

you, few that truly love you : and there 
1s much difſimulation in the pretended love 
and affection of ſome ; all that Flatter you 
do not truly love you; love in ſhew and 
outward appearance, in good words and 
fair ſpeeches is common, but love in deed 
and in truth, that evidenceth it ſelf in real 


offices of L ove, where there is the greateſt |. 


need, this is rarely to be found, Fob com- 
plaineth, Fob 6. 15, 16, 17. My brethren 
bave dealt deceitfully like a brook, and as 
the ſtream of brocks they paſs away ;, which 
are blackiſh byreaſon of the ice,and where- 
inthe ſnow is hid; what time they wax 
warm they vaniſh, when it is bot they are 
conſumed out of their place, ' In the'pro- 


'ſperity. of Fob he had:many friends, »nd 


their love and friendſhip did ſeem* to have 
ſome ſtrength and conſiſtency, like the ice 


. *vpon the brook; but when heat of trou- 
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ble and calamity came upen 7ob, then-the = 
love of .his friends. did melt. and vaniſh: 


- away like ice and ſnow before the warm. 


beams of the Sun : the Love of the moſt 
is ſelfiſh, for their own- ends, and there- 
fore when their love is not like to be be- 
neficial, but rather create trouble and pre- 
judice to themſelves, it cometh to nothing. 
True Chriftianity doth teach another kind 
of Love, and thoſe that are powerfully Re- 
ligious have a true love, which is ready to- 
ſhew it ſelf moſt inan Adverſe eſtate, But: 
none do or can love you with ſuch a true- 
love as Jeſus Chriſt; there is no flattery- - 
or diſſimulation in his Love, his love is not; + 
in the leaſt counterfeit, it is notin the leaſt . 
ſelfiſh and for his own ends: he doth not- 
tove you to Receive good from you, but: 
that he might Do good unto you : He love- 
eth you not onely in Proſperity, but chiefly- 
He doth evidence his love in Aﬀiction and: 


adverſity, He is a- preſent help inthe time- .. 
.of trouble, and then doth give the moſt 


tender demonſtrations of his ELuve; he is: 
touched with the feeling of your infirmities. : 
when you are tempted, and ſympathizeth: 
with you in your ſorrows when you are af- - 
flifted; He ſhewes his Love in viſiting you- 
under your troubles, in ſupporting you,. 
in. relieving you,and.in 2 1 
a what: : 
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* mwhatLoveſhould. you have unto the Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt, who Loveth you with ſuch 
a True love ? 


Conſider th t Cbrift Loveth you 


i th the: Strongeſt Love. His love is more 


ftrong than,/Death, more ardent than the 
Fire, which hath a moſt vehement Flame. 
The ſtrength of Chriſts Love to you doth 
ſhew itſelf inthe aQivity of his Love, in 
hjs Doing for my and this will appear in 
"three thivgs,- 1 . In whathe hath done for 
| you, 2. In whathe is doing for you. 3. In 
what he will do for you. 


7. The ſtrength and ativity of-Chriſts 
Love to you, doth ſhew it ſelf in what 
- Chriſt hath done for you; 1 ſhall briefly 
-name ſome particulars. 1. It was the 
\ſtrong-Love of Chriſt which. brought him 


| downfrom heavenfor you, to aſſume your 
--- Natute, | what-manner of love was this 


that God ſhould:become man / that Spirit 
ſhould become fleſh, that he who made the 


- world ſhould be bornof a mean Virgin, 
- andall for yourſakes!- 2. It was the loveof 


- ["Chrift-which made him to fullfl allrighte- 
 - ouſneſs for you; He yielded perfect obe- 
| Gience to the Law both Moral and Cere- 
| - © Monial, that Tu might have the benefit of 
F It, 


to the unſeen Chriſt, 4 
it. It was the Love of Chriſt which made 
him ſubmit himſelf to the temptations of 
the Devil for you, that he, ſuffering be- 
ing tempted , might be able to ſuc- 
cour you when you. are tempted. 4. It: 


. was the Love of Chriſt which made him 


endure the contradictions of ſinners: for 
you; he bore many affronts, contumelies, 
' envyings and blaſphemies of wicked men, 
that he might give you an example how to 
carry your ſelves under the like circum- 
ſtances. 5. It was the Love of Chriſt 
which made him lay down. his Life for 
you, Foh. 15.13, 14, Greater love hatb 
no man than this, that a man lay down hs 
life for hu friend : ye are my friends, Fhat 
ſuch a perſon as Chriſt, ſo excellent, ſo in- 
nocent, ſhould undergo death, and ſuch a 
death as that of the Croſs, ſo diſgraceful, 
ſo painful.; that he ſhould ſubmit to ſuch 
Ienominy, and endure ſuch. Agony, ſuch 


_ - tearings in his fleſh, ſuch preſſures- in his 


ſpirit, and that with ſuch reſolution and 
willingneſs, with ſuch ſubmiſſion. and: patt-. 
ence, and that for ſuch as you, although 
now his friends, yet whilſt, in a ſtate of 
Nature ſtrangers and enemies; here was 
Love ſtronger than death /. Oh the height? 
Oh the depth of this Love /. There are 
ſuch dimenſions in.this love of ay 
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the longeſt line of your moſt extended 


thoughts and imaginations can never be 
able to reach'and meaſure. 6. It was the 
Love of Chriſt which raiſed him again 
from the dead for you, Rom. 4. 25. Who 
was delivered for our offences, and raiſed 
again for our juſtification, 7. It was the 
Love of Chriſt which carryed him up from 
earth to heaven, where he was before for 
you, Fob, 16.79. Nevertheleſs I tell you 
the truth, it us expedient for you that I go 
away, for if I go not away the Comforter 
well n0t come unto you; but if 1 depart 1 
will ſend him unto you. 


2, The ſtrength and activity of Chriſts 
Love to you doth ſhew itſelf in what he is 
Doing for you. 1. Heis interceding for 
you at the right hand of God; Rom.s. 34. 
Who'#s he that condemneth? it ws Chriſt 
that died,yea rather that is riſen again, who 
. # evenat the right hand of- God, who alſo 
awakgth interceſſion for s.1t 1s through Love 
that Chriſt doth plead for you in. Heaven, 
that your -perſons may be accepted, your 
ſms pardoned, your prayers anſwered, and 
. that the Holy Ghoſt may be ſent down to 
you to teach ſanifie and comfort you. 
'2.: He is preparing a place for you, Fob. 
' T4: 2. Jn my fathershouſe there ave many 

- | Manſuns 
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Manſions, if tf were not ſo I would have 
teld'you, I'gotoprepare a place' for you. It 
is through love that Chriſt as your fore- 
runner is for you entred into the glorious 
Palace that 1s above, to take poſſeſſion of 
it for you, and to prepare places there for 
your reception; ; aj 
3. The ftrength and activity of Chriſt's 

love to you doth ſhew it felf in what he 
will do for you. 1. He will keep youin 
his hand that none ſhall pluck you thence, 
Foh.10,28., They ſhall never periſh,neither 
ſha'l any man pluck, them out of my hand. 
Becauſe you are received into the arms of 
his love, therefore you ſhall be kept by 
the hand of his power, and therefore you 
ſhall never either finally or totally fall a- 
way. 2, Chrift will make all things work 
together for your good, Row. 8. 28. And 
we know that All things work tegether far 
good to them that love God, 'Chritt hath 
an endeared love to all you that love God, 
yourlove being the fruit of his; and when 
Men and Devils conſpire together. to-do 
you miſchief, Chriſts love will turn it-un- 
to your ſpiritual advantage. 3. Chrift 

will tand by you in trouble and at death, 
Fohn 14.18, 1 will not leave you cow fort- 
leſs, I will come unto you, When affliction | 
coth ariſe, eſpecially if it be for his ſake, & 
. you 
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youare bereaved of all outward Comforts, 
Chriſt will not leave you.comfortleſs, when 
friends fail, and fleſh fails, and Heart fail, 
yea and life fails, Chriſt will not fail, but 
will {tand by-and ſtrengthen you, and be a 
light to- you in your darkeſt hours, a ſtay 
to your Spirits when they are ready to fink 
within you. 4. After death Chriſt will 
take care of your Souls, he will notſufter 
them to wander they know not whither, 
he will not ſuffer the Devil to feize on. 
them as his prey, but he will ſend his An- 
gels to conduct and convey them into the 
heavenly paradiſe, that where he is there: 
they may be alſo, Zuk, 16. 22. Andzit 
came to paſſe that the Beggar aied and was 
carryed by the Angels into Abrahams bo- 
ſom, 2 Cor. 5. 8, We are confident, I ſay, 
and willing rather to be abſent from the bo- 
dy ana-preſent with the Lord, +5. Chriſt 
will raife up your Bodies at the laſt day, 
if your Bodies ſhould be conſumed by Fire, 


..or drowned in the Water, or rot inthe 


Earth, whatever becometh of them, the 
Lord Jeſus at his ſecond glorious appear- 


.ance will find them and raiſe them, an4 


transform them into:the likeneſs of his mo. 
glorious body, Fohn 6: 40. And this #5 
che Fathers will which hath ſent me, that 


"every oue which ſeeth the Son and Believetb 
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on himmay have Everlaſting Life;, and1 
will r aiſe him up at the laſt day, Phillip. 3. 
20. 21, For our Converſation us in Jea- 
wen, from whence we look for the Saviour , 
the Lord Feſws Chrift;, who fhall change 
647 vile Body,that it may be faſhioned l:ke 
unto bis gloriow Body, 6, Chriſt will 
ſend forth his Angels to gather you into the 
ſociety of the Elect that have lived in all 
Ages and all Parts of the World, and to 
convey you into his preſence,to meet him 
in the Air when he cometh to Judge the 
World, Math. 24.31. Ard he ſhall ſend 
his Angels with agreat ſound of a Trumpet, 
and they ſhall gather together his Elect 
from the four Winds, from one endof Hea- 
wen unto the other, 1_Theſl. 4. 16.17. For 
the Lord himſelf ſhall deſcend from Hea- 
ven with a fhout, with the woice of the 
Archangel, and with the trump of God, 
and the dead in Chriſt ſhall riſe firſt, then 
we which are alive and remain ſhall be 
catght up together with them in the Clouds, 
ro meet the Lord inthe Air. 57, Chriſt 
will own you, .and crown you, and admit 
you into the Kingdom of Heaven, which 
he hath prepared for you. Math. 25. 34. 
Then ſhall the King ſay unto them on bis 
rrgbe band, Come ye Bleſſed of my Fa- 
ther, inherit the Kingdome prepared. for 
you 
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You from the Foundation of the World. 
Here is ſtrong and active love indeed. ! and 
ſhall not the conſideration of this love of 
Chriit raiſe and highten your love unto 
him ? ſhall it not provoke and excite you 
unto. gctivity of love, unto the lively.and 

moſt vigorous exerciſe thereof ? hath 
Chriſt united himſelf to.your nature ? and 
fhall not your Hearts be united'to his Per- 
fon? hath he fulfilled all Righteouſneſs for 
you ? and will not you fulfill his command 
of Love ? hath he endured ſuch temptati- 
ons contradictions and ſufferings upon 
your account and given himſelf to dye for - 
you ? and will not you give your Hearts 
, . unto. him? hath he riſen from the dead, 
and Aſcended- into Heaven for you ? and. 
wilt not your Afﬀections ariſe from the 
Earth and Aſcend ifito Heaven, where Je- 
ſus Chriſt is ? Doth he plead in Heaven 
with the Father for you ? and will not you 
hearken to his pleadings, by his Word:and 

Spirit with you for your love? is he pre- 
paring a'glorious Manſion for you in his 
. Fathers houſe? and will not- you prepare 

a place for him and entertain him in the in- 
ner room of your chiefeſt Aﬀections ? doth 
and will he keep you'in his hand? and: 
' willnot you embrace himin-your boſoms?- 
will he make all things work together for 
Your: 
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your good? and will not your Aﬀections 
work towards him ? will he ftand by you 
in trouble and-at Death? and will not this 
put life into your love ? will he ſend his 
Angels to convey” your fouls into his/pre- 
fence, when ſeparated from our Bodies? 
and ſhall not your Hearts get to him and 
lodge with him before ? will he raiſe up 
yourBodtes at the laſt day?and will not the 


"Hopes of this raiſe up your Aﬀections? 


thall you be caught up in the clouds to 
meet theLord in the Aijr,& will Chriſt there 
own and crown you? and will not the be- 
lieving fore-thoughts of this raviſh your 
Hearts with love to Chriſt, = _ _ 
you with unſpeakable joy? the ſtrength 
of ChrifFs fove to 'you mdthinks ſhook 
engage your love for him, not only inthe 
the Truth of it, but alſo in the {trengrho# 
ik, | 


4. Conſider that Chriſt loveth you with 
the ſureft fove.: Some Friends may love 
you a while with ſome kind of ftrengthand 
ardency, but ſuch differences mayariſe be- 
tween you, as ſhall ſoon weaken and cool 
their love, and of Friends they ſhall prove 
ftrangers, yea become Enemies unto you: 
or if their love doth abide, it is not ſure, 


becauſe they may not abide ; if their _ 
ye 
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dye not whilſt they live, They may ſoon 
_ dye, and then their love isat an end: but 
the love of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt unto you 
is the moſt Sure love : if he begin to love 
you he will continueto love you; if he love 
you once he will love you to the end or ra- 
ther without end; the love of Chriſt is not 
ſubject to mutations and changes like unto 
ours;it you flag in your love, he will not fail © 
in his love, and though you offend him, 
he is not irreconcileable; he may indeed 
pon unkindneſs on your fide withdraw the 
manifeſtations of his love for a while, but 
he will never wholly remove his love from 
you, the love of Chriſt admits of no chang- 
ing, knows no+ending. Chriſtians, what 
motives can you find in any perſon, or any 
thing in-the world which you have ſeen, 
comparable to thoſe which you have in this 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, though you have ne- 
ver ſeen him ; He is a Perſon moſt amia- 
© ble in himfelf, his Greatneſs, his Holineſs, 
his Wiſdome, his Faithfulneſs, his Ful- 
neſs, his.Kindneſs do make him ſhine.with 
an admirable luſtre; his Relation to. the 
Father, and the love which the Father doth 
bear to him, his Relation unto you, being 
your -- Shepherd, your  Captain., your 
Teacher, your Advocate, your Soveraign, 
your Benefactor, your Brother, your 
: | jen Hus- 
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commend him to your love, but when 
matchlefle .beauty and lovlineſs do meet 
in a perſon that doth bear matchleſs love 
to you, when this moſt amiable Lord Fe- 
ſus doth love you with ſuch a free love, 
ſuch a cordial love, ſuch a ſtrons and 
active love, ſuch a ſure and conſtant love ; 
when his love is incomparable, ſurpaſſing 
all other love, and incomprehenſible ſur- 
paſſing all knowledge. O with what 'acti- 
vity ardour and conitancy, ſhould you love 
ſo ſuitable an object ! 
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He third ſort of motives to excite your 
love unto Chriſt, may be drawn from 
the conſideration of Chritts Benefits, If 
you are true Chriſtians you have 1. Spi- 
ritual Light from Chriſt. 2. Spiritual Life | 


from him. 3. The Pardon of fin from 


him. 4. The Robes of Righteouſneſs 
from him. 5. The Feace of - Conſcience 
from him. 6. The -Joyes of the Holy 
Ghoſt from him. 7. The Riches of Grace 
fromhim. 8. The Dignity of Children 
from him. 9. The Spirit of Prayer from 
him, 1o. Titleto the Kingdom of Hea- 
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 Husband, your Redeemer, all theſe do © - | 
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ven;with the firſt Fruits andfore-taſtes: of 
ir from him here, and ſhall be put tnto the 
poſſeſſion of it by him hereafter. 

7. You have Spiritual light from Chriſt; 
Chriſt is the Sun from whom all the beams 
of this light do come; time was when you 
-were not only in the dark, but darkneſs; 
but Jeſus Chriſt did enlighten you, . Eph. 


5.8. For ye were ſometimes darkneſs, but 


row are yee licht inthe Lord; walk as 
Children of the lizht : it is Chriſt that hath 


turned you from darkneſs to light, that 


hath tranſlated you out of darkneſs into his 
marvellous light, he hath cauſed a marvel- 
lous light to ſhine into your minds, where- 
by he hath diſcovered to you the wonder- 
ful things of the Law, that thereby you 
might diſcern the ddious nature of Sin ; 


'and whereby he hath diſcovered to you the 


wonderful myſteries of the Goſpel, that 


thereby you might diſcern the excellency 


of Goſpel-priviledges, and the exceeding 
Riches of Gods Grace and Kindneſs 
through Jeſus Chriſt. Chriſt hath open- 


-ed your Eyes to ſee the chicfeſtevil, that 


you-might be delivered from-at, and the 
chiefeſt good and happineſs that you might 


attain unto.it, And doth not this light which 


you have from Chriſt call for your love ? 


If the man that was born blind, and was cu- 
red 
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red of his natural darkneſs by Chriſt, did 
love Chriſt for this - favour, ſo as boldly 
to plead for him before the Phariſees, 
though he were for it caſt out of the Syna- 
gOSUES,AS You may read in Fohng. How 
much more reaſon have you to love Chriit, 
who hath cured you of your Spiritual dark- 
neſs; which had it continued, you would 
have gone blindfold to Hell, where there 
it blackneſs of darineſs for ever ? 

2. You have Spiritual life from Chriit ; 
you were Spiritually dead, and Chritt 
hath quickned you, Eph. 2. 1, You bath 
he quickned who were aead in fins and treſ 
paſſes, Weread that Chriſt raiſed Laza- 
114 from the dead after he had been buried 

four dayes, Fohn 11. Lazarm did love 

' Chriſt before; but no doubt this Reſur- 
- reEtion of him ſo wonderfully did endear 
his love 'to Chriſt exceedingly ; and ſhall 
not Chriſts raiſing you up from your Spiri- 
tual death, raiſe your Hearts unto a great 
height of love to Chriſt ! you will greatly 
love one that is in{trumental to ſave your 
natural life, when in great hazard and dan- 


ger,eſpecially- if he ſhould do it by ventu- 


ring his own; and will you not greatly . 
love Chriſt who hath given you Spiritual 
life, which is far more excellent than the 
life of Nature; and when he dyed that you 

| - might - 
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might live, and when if you had not re- 
ccived this Spiritual life from him, you 
could not have eſcaped eternal Death ? 

3. You have the pardon of fin from 
Chriſt ; this Chrilt hath purchaſed for 
you,and the purchaſt hath coft him dear, 
even his blood which was of more worth 
- than the treaſures, were there'ſo many, 

of ten thouſand worlds;- this Chriſt hath 
ſued out for you by his interceſhon at the 
right handof God. Whilit you were un- 
"der the guilt of fin you were bound over 

by the Juſtice of God to: ſuffer the venge- 
"ance of Eternal Fire; .but being pardoned 
your obligation to future puniſhments ta- 
ken off, and you are no more1lyable to 
wrath to come, and the vengeance of Hell, 
than if you had never finn'd, And witl 
© younot love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who 
hath procured for you fo great a privi- 
ledge? we read of one that had much for- 
given her,and ſhe loved much, Lak,7.47. 
and have not you had much forgiven ? 
have not your ſins_been very numerous, 
and very heinous ? and hath Chriſt obtain- 
ed the pardon of them all ? and will not 
you love Chriit much ? 

4: You have the Robes of Righteouſ- 
neſs frem Chriſt : you are born naked of 
' Original Righteouſneſs,, and you could 
not 
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_ not work out any actual Righteouſneſs 
\. foryour felves that might cover your na- 
kedneſs, whatever you wrought your 
. "ſelves it was raps that could not cover 
| you, and it was filthy rags which did 
_ pollute anddefile you. Chriſt hath given 
you the Robes of his perfect Righteouſ- 
nefs to cover and adorn you withall, and 
\* therein you are accepted as perfeftly 
| Righteous in the ſight of God. O how 
| Jhould we love the Lord Jeſus for this 
, Garment; if your Bodies were naked 
. and one fhould give you clothes to cover 
you, efpecially if they were rich clothes, 
you would love ſuch a perſon ; and will 
 . You not love tlie Lord Jeſus Chriſt who 
_ hath given you a garment to cover your 
Souls, and that a very rich one, even the 
Robes of his moſt pure and unſpotted - 
Righteonſneſs which by Faith is put up- 
on you ? 
| 5.. You have peace of Conſcience from 
( Chriſt, This is that peace which the 


T Scripture telleth us - © app all underſtand- 


eno,Phil.4.7. It paſſeth all underſtanding 

{ toknow the worth of it; ſuch as have this 

{ peace would not leave it upon any ac- 

| count,they would part with Eſtate or Li- 
. berty,. or Life rather than part with their 
.peace ;- and thoſe which have it no',/ but 
E | row 


gl ; 


now do ſlight and negleCt it, yet if they 
be awakened by the ſides of the Grave, 
and when they are come to the confines of 
Eternity, then they would value this 
peace, and would give all the world({were 
it-at their diſpoſe) for it. This- Jewel 
of peace you have from Jeſus Chrilt, he 


hath purchaſed it for you, the chaltiſe-' 


ment of your peace was uponhim, and 
he hath promiſed and bequeathed it in his 


laſt will and Teltament unto you, Fobn 


14. 27. My Peace] leave with you, my 
Peace I give unto you, In his reconciling 
you unto God he bath laid a Foundation 
for this peace in all you that are true be- 
lievers; and if he have morcover ſpoken 
. peace to you in giving you well-ground- 
ed evidences of your Reconciliation; if af- 
*ter raifing a Storm, he hath ſent a calm into 
your Spirits, and given a ſweet ſ{crenity 
* unto you in the teſtimony of his Spirit to 
and with your Spirits that your peace is 


made with God, O how ſhould this draw * 


forth your love to Chriit ? 
6, You have the Joyes of the Holy 


Ghoſt from Chri;t, We read of the The/-_ 


Jalonians, ;that they received the Word in 
much Afiittion, with Foy of the' Hcly 
Ghoſt, 1 Theſſ. 1.6. Such are thole Joys 


ſpoken of in the Text, which are #nſpeak: 
abs 
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able and full of Glory, Theſe are not Car- 2 
nal'joys but Spiritual, which are ofa' 
higher nature and ſweeter reliſh, that 
have a higher object, and are thebegi N- 
nings of Eternal Joys ; ; if you have theſe 


- joys inany meaſure, you have them from 


Chriit; he ſendsthe Holy Ghoit trom hea- 
ven to be your Comforter, to fill your 
Hearts with Spiritual joys, and ſhaltnor 
your hearts then be filled with love tothe 


'Lord Jeſus who is the Author of them ? 


7. You have the riches of Grace from 


_ Chriſt : if any of you were poor and rea- 


dy to ſtarve with hunger and cold, anda 
rich man ſhould give orſend to you a cheſt 
full of Gold and Silver. or a Cabinet full 
of Jewels worth many thouſand pounds 
would you not love ſuch a Bunefactor ? 


. the Lord Jeſus hath given you the riches © 2? 
of Grace, the leaſt meaſure of which is * 


really of more worth than the vaſteſt 
treaſures of Gold Siiver and precious 
Stones, that ever was gathered together 
and heaped up by the molt wealthy man 
that ever lived upon the face of the Earth; 
and will you not love Jeſus Chritt' who 
hath given you theſe ineitimable riches ? 
8. You have the Dignity of Children 
from Chriſt; 1 Fohn 3. 1. Behold what 
manner of Love the Father hath beſtowees 
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pon ms, that we ſhould be called the Sons of” 


Goa! this priviledge of Adoption is be- 
itowed upon you, not only by the Father, 
bur alſo by the Son; Fohz 1. 12. But as 
mAny as received him,to them gave he Pow- 
er to become the Sons of God,even to them 


that believe on his name, We read of ſome * 


raiſed from the duſt, and lifted vp from 
the dunghill to fit with Princes, P/al. 113, 
7,8. Itisa far higher advancement to be 


lifred vp from the dunghiil of fin,and of - 
ſlaves to luts, and Children of the Devil, 
to be made the Sor.s and Daughters of the - 


Lord Almighty. This honuur have all 
the Saints, and it is Jeſus Chritt who hath 
conferred this honour upon you; and will 
- Not this endear your love to Chriit ? 
. 8. You have the Spirit of Prayer from 
Chriſt; being Sons, the Spirit of the Son 
is. ſent down into your Hearts whereby 
yYou-are enabled to ſay Abba Father, Gal, 
4.6. through-Chriit you have acceſs unto 
God by the Spirit, Eph. 2.18. It is the 
Spirit of Chriſt which helpeth your infir- 
mities in Prayer; that formeth your Pe- 
titions,. that enableth you to Pray with 
Faith and, Life, and Fervour, Through 
-Chriit you have free Admittance to the 
Throne of Grace, through Chriit you 
have Aſfiitance by his Spirit to Pray in 
Prayer 
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-Prayer;throughChriſt you haveAudience, 


and Gracious Returns;O how are you be- 


] - holdenunto Chriſt ? and how ſhould you 


love him ? 
Io. You havea Title to the KingJome 


of Heaven from Chriſt, Through Chriſt 
- You are Children, and through Chriſt you 


are Heirs. It is Chriſt that gives the firſt 
Fruits of the Heavenly Canaan, the egr- 
neſt of the future Treaſare and Inheritance 
which he hath promiſed, and the fore- 
taltes ſometimes of thoſe Soul raviſhing 
Pleaſures, which the Saints ſhall have in 
Fulneſs,and to Eternity, when they are re- 
ceived up into Glory.And it is Chrift that 
hereafter will give Pofleſſion unto you, of 
the Kingdome of Heaven, At the Day 
of His Glorious Appearance, after he 
hath owned you before the whole World 
of Angels and Men, and Honoured you 
to be His Aſcfiors in His Judging and 


* Condemning the Wicked; he will receive 
- you with Acclamations of Joy and Tri- 


umph, into the Glorious Pallace of the 
New Fer«ſalem, where you ſhall have the 
Beatifical Viſion and Fruition of the Glo- 
rious Febovah, and be made partakers of 
ſuch Glorious Felicity as hath not now 
entredinto your Hearts to conceive. And 


will not the Conſideration of allthis ſet | 


E 3 your 
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your hearts on fire with love to Chriſt ? 
Chriitians, 'is there any, Perſon Jike to. 
Chriſt's Perſon? is there any love like to 
Chriit's love ? are there any benefits like 
to Chriſts benefits?No no, he is imcompa- 
' rableinall; methinks then you ſhould by 
- this time feel your love to Chriſt like Fire | 
to burn within with a vehement flame ? or '| 
methinks-your love to Chriſt ſhould be } 
like water, I mean the waters of the San- q. 
Ctuary ſpoken of Eze+.47.3:4, 5. which 
at entrance were but tothe Ankles, a little | 
further were up to the Loyns, a little fur- 
ther adeep River over the head, where 
4 maif®m ight ſwim ; methinks you ſhould 
perceive an encreafing of your love under 
theſe various motives, if your love were 
more ſhallow at. firſt, methinks by this 
timeit ſhould have got ſomedepth; when - 
ſuch Winds do b'ow, the waters ſhould 
flow ard overflow,methinks your love to 
Cariſt ſhould be raiſcd unto a high tide, | 
and run with a ſtrong Stream. Thvs for ? 
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the motives drawn from the conſideration 
of, Chriſts Benefits, all which are ſo many 
Orators for your love. 
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SECT. XIV- 


He fourth and laſt fort of Motives to 

. excite your love to Chriſt may be 
drawn from' the conſideration of that love 
which Chriſtians have or (hou'd haye un- 
to him; and here conſider, 1, The Duty, 
2, The Priviledge, 3. The Ffonour.. 
4- The Wiſdom. 5. The Excellency. 
6. The Neceſſity. 7. The Uſefulneſs. 


_ 8: The Delightfulneſs. 9. The Attain- 


ableneſs of this love to Feſus Chriſt. 

1. Conſider it is your Duty to love 
Chriſt; if it be your Duty to have a Na- 
tural affection unto Parents & Childrenzit 
1s much more your Duty to have ſpirituak 
affetions unto ChriſtzIf it be yourduty to 
have conjugal affection unto your Earthiy 
Husband and W ife;it 15a greater duty to 
have conjugal love unto this your heaven- 


ty Husband. If it be your Duty to love 


Brethren, Siſters and Kindred, that love 
you, It isa greater Duty to love Jeſts 


Chrit, who loves you above all Relari- 


ons ; if it be your Duty to love your E- 
nemies., it is much more your. Duty to' 


love Chriſt who-is your belt. Friend, Ir 


io. the Wil of your Heavenly Father: that 
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yoo ſhould love Chriſt; the Devil 
would have you tate him, but God 
would have. you love him, and whether 
1t be moſt reaſon that you ſhould obey the 


Will of God or the Will of the Devi), 


judge ye. It is-the Will of Chriſt that 
you ſhould love him ; the will of the fleſh 


15 agginlt this love, but whoſe will ought | 


you to comply withall ? you are rot 
_ debters to the Fleſh that you ſhould obey 
_ 11's command, nc:ther are you Debtersto 
any: Creatures to give them your choiceſt 
affections,but you aredebtors untoChrilt 
to give him your chiet love : Chritt hath 


molt right ta your love, and will you not = 


givetoChrift his dug ? if you are bound 
togive men theirdue, are you not much 


more bound to give unto Chriſt his due ? 
Chriſts due is your beſt, and have-you- 


any thing better than your Hearts to pre- 


Tent him withall? - will Chriſt accept of | 


any thing at your hands,ſhould you with- 
hold from him your Hearts ? had you 
\ Thouſands of Rams, and ten Thouſand 
Rivers of Oyle to offer to him, had you 


all the Treaſures of the Earth at yourdiſ- 
poſe, and ſhould lay it down all at his feet, 


1t would be all ſighted and diſregarded by 


'him, if you giveaway yours Hearts from . 


him. 
2.Con- 


_ INS RP ——— 
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2. Conſider it is your Priviledge that 


1 you may love Chrift, that Chriſt will 


give you leavetodo it, and kindly accept 
of your Love. Should Beggars fall in 
love with Princes-in order to the Marri- 
'age Union, both their Perſons and Love 
would be rejected with ſcorn, anger and 
diſdain: There is' a far greater diſtance 
between you and Jeſus Chriſt, than there 


is between the higheſt Prince and! the* 4+ 


meaneſt Beggar; and yet the Lord Jeſus 
Chriit doth give! you leave to: love hit 
with. a. Spiriteally conjugal love, in order 
tothe neareſt Spiritual Union: and Coty: 
junction; and notwithftanding his great= 
neſs and your meaneſs,. he is not aſhamed 
to give entertainment unto your Love, 
although- you: are:ſo meanias Creatures, 
& have been ſowvile as Sinners, yet he doht/ 
not ſcorn and diſdainyou,: but both Perx-" 
ſons and Love may find-ready acceptance” 


_ |- withhim. Itis your duty tolove Chriſt 
( becauſehe commands you, and it is your! 


Priviledge.that you may love Chriſt be 
cauſe he allows you to do it. | 
3. Conſider 5tis Four Honour to Love? 
Chriſt, The: real- Honovur'of any is not: 
the Noble Blood which runs in'their veing” 
the high lineage from whencetheyare'de- 
ſcene&taegreat Titles with whictthep-: 
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are [nveſted, or the moſt eminent Earthly 
dignities unto which they are advanced: 
The Heathen could ſay, Er Genw et Pro- 
avos, et qne non fecimm ipſt vix eanoſtra 
Voco; our {tock and noble Anceſtors, and 
what we have not done or deſerved our 
ſelves, we can hardly call our own, - And 
Firtus ſola & unica Nobilitas : Vertueis | 
the only true Nobility. And the Scrip- |} 
ture telleth us, that tbe vileſ# Men are 
exalted, Pſal.12.8, and that the moſt high 
rulethin the Kingdom of Men, aud hn 
zt to whomſoever he will, and ſetteth up 
over it the baſeſt of Men,Dan, 4.17, Prin- 
ces and Nobles by their Vices and Wick- 

- - etineſſes may render themſelves more 
vile then the Earth under their Feet, more 
baſe than'the mire in the Streets. The 
Word of God-accounteth only them to be 
truly Honourable, that are truly Graci- 
ous;z” and: this Grace of Love to Jeſus 
Chriſt doth put a great Honour and luſtre 
upon all thoſe that have it.” Thereis no. 
Sreater and higher objec for your love 
than the Lord Jeſus Chritt, a perſon of ſo 

' great eminency and extellency : the Love 
of Chri:t doth enoble the Heart, and none 

. -1n-the world have ſuch truely great and 
generous Souls, as thoſe who have the | 
pracarclt lave'to him, According to the 

Spirit, 


IIY 


I ; 


v1 inal 


honourable; and according to the chief 


' love, ſo is the Spirit; if your Heart do. 


chiefly love any inferiour things, as all ſu- 
blunary things are, hereby you are deba- 


fed and diſhonoured ;. if your Heart- 
chiefly love Chriſt whois a Superior good 


and ſuperlatively amiable, hereby you 


' aredignifie&and become truly honoura- 


Lie. We read of Hope ( that is the 
Grace.of Hope) that it makethnot aſham- 


ed, Rom. 5.5. And the ſame may be ſaid. 
of this Grace of Love to Jeſus Chriſt, it. 
- maketh not. aſhamed. 
World do love thoſe things which one: 
time or other will make them a thamed;. 
the covetous will be aſhamed of their love: 
of Riches,. and the voluptuous will be. a-- 


ſhamed of their Love of Pleaſures, and the 


Ambitious. will be a ſhamed. of their love: 


of Honours ; diſappointment of Happi- 


neſs and true contentment will make all a-. 


ſhamed of«their inordinate Creature-love, 


eſpecially when they.come to reap the bit-- 
ter Fruit of their Sin in-their Everlaſting. 
puniſhment. . Row. 16..21. What. Fruts. 
bad you then in thoſe things whereof you are. 


now aſhamed, for the end. of thoſe things 


# Death. But thelove of Chriſt maketh. 


not aſhamed, it is no matter of diſhonor 
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Spirit, ſo is the Man, cither , Baſe or. 


The: molt in the. 


and; 


” _ 1 
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and therefore neither is nor will be matter 

ofſhame for any to love Jeſus Chriſt with 
the greateſt Strength-and Ardency : ifthe 
wicked do deſpiſe and ſcorn Gods people, 
upon the account of this love, their ſcorns 

are their reall Glory, as on the contrary 

their eſteem of any upon the account of 
fin, ts a reall ſhame and diſhonour. 


4. Conſider, It is your Wiſdom to love 
Chriit: Deur. 4. 6, Keep therefore and 
Do them, for this is your Wiſdom and Un- 
' derſtanding in the ſioht of the Nations, 
which ſhall hear theſe Statutes, and ſay 
fſarely this preat Nation ts aWiſe and On- 
aerftanding * People, None have ſuch 
Wiſdom and Underſtanding as thoſe who 
have' and keep this Stature and Com- 
m2ndment to love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
Pſal:1t 20." The fear of the Lord « the 
beginning of Wiſdom, a good Underſtand- 
. #77 have all they that do his Commandments 
Tie feat of the Lord and the love of Chriſt 
are always in conjunction, or rather the 
former doth include the latter; this is the: 
beginning and cheif part of Wiſdom, and 
thoſe have the: greateſt Underſtandings, 
- who have'the ſtrongeſt Aﬀections to the 
Lord Jeſs Chriſt. The love of Chriſt is: 
the moſt reaſonable and therefore the mot 
|  S5. Wie 
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 wiſelove. That loveis molt reaſonable, 


which is chiefly carryed forth towards 
that object which is moſt ſuitable and real- 
ly moſt Amiable; none ſo ſuitable and a- 
miable an object as the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


- asappears in what hath been already ſaid 


concerning Chriſts Perſon, Chriſts Love, 
and Chriſts Benefits. Suchas loye other 
perſons or things with a cheif love,they arc 
miſtaken in the objects of their love, they 
apprehend more cxcellency and defirable- 
neſsin them, than really isin them, and 
ſo their love is a fooliſh love and unrea- 
fonable,, there being nothing really wor- 
thy of it, nothing really amiable in the 
cheif place beneath and beſides Chriſt. 
Soch as make choice of Chrilt for the ob- 
ject of their chief love, they make the wi- 
ſeſt choice, there are really thoſe excellen- 
cies in him which they apprehend, and 
beyond what they can poſſibly apprehend 
and conceive. They are fools that are 
flow of Heart to love Chriſt, and they are 
moſt wiſe that are moſt forward unto this 
tove. It is your Wiſdom to. love Chriſt 
cheifly, and to love Chriſt ardently, 


' ſuch Wiſdom as will make your faces; 


ſhinein the Eyes of good men, and which. 
will put a luſtre -upon your Spirits in the” 
Eyes of God 2 True Wiſdom doth not 
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rational Deductions, in uttering the ſenſe 


bur the cheif Wiſdom doth lic in the. right 
placing of the Aﬀections, and none have 


Wiſdom, as thoſe that have atrained the 
highelt pitch of love to Jeſus Chriſt, Itis 

_ matter of great wonder, when there is 
the greatelt reaſon and the ſtrongeſt argu= 
ments for the love of Chriſt, that Men of 
 thegreateſt Parts and Learning, who have. 
* heardof Chriſt, do not readily fall in love 
with him,and attain-higher degrees of this 
fove, than others of a more inferior ca- 
pacity.: But the Scripture mult be fulfill- 
ed, Math, 11. 25. 1 thank thee O Fa- 
tber, Lordof Heaven and: Earth, becauſe 
thou baſt hid theſe things from the wiſe and. 
prudent,and revealed them unto babes.Such 
of you as are but Babes in worldly WiF-- 
dom and humane Learning, as have but 
mean natural] parts, and no improvement 
by education, yet if you love. the. Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt above all perſons and things, 


than the greateſt. Scholars that are with- 
aut this love. ps 


Ce 
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confilt in the invention of curious and. 
quaint Notions, in the framing ſound and | 


of the mind in neat and florid Expreſſions; - 


| _ attained ſo high a pitch of true Spiritual 


nd 


Þ.- inthe. World, you are far more Wiſe 


5.Con-.. | 
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5. Confiderthe excellency of this Love 
unto Jeſus Chriſt; as the Knowledge of 


5 Chritt is the molt excelent knowledge, 


Phillipians 3. 8. Yea doubtleſs I count all 


| rhings but loſs, for the Excellency of the 
: Knowledge of Chriſt Feſus my Lord; So 


the Love of Chriſt is the moſt excellent 
love. It is a love of the moſt excellent 
objec, the Lord Jeſus who is ſo Excel- 
lent; it is a love of the molt Excellent ori- 


| ginal, it cometh down from Heaven,it is 


wrought by the Spirit of God ; it is a love 
that renders them moſt excellent that have 
it, The wicked that are without this love, 


_arelikedroſs; the Righteous that have ir 


arelike Gold;the wicked that hate Chriſt, 


| arelikedirt; the Righteous thatlove him 


are like Jewels; other loves do darken 
and defile, the love of Chriſt doth brighten 
the Spirit and renders Men truly illaſtri- 
ous, and the excellent of the Earth. 


6. Conſider the Neceſffity of this love 
unto Jeſus Chriſt. 

I. The love of Chriſt is univerſally 
neceſſary: ſome of you have need to do 
this thing, and others of you have need to 


_ do that; but all of you have the greateſt | 
need to love Chrift:ſome of you have need 


of this Friend, and to love him, that-you 
b . may 
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' may keep him, and others, of: you: have : 
need of another Friend, one: Friend; can-,, 
not ſerve the neceſſities of all z but all of: 

you have need of Chriſtfor your Friend: * 
he is the only Friend thatcan ſerve all your * 
neceſfities, and you have need toJovehim | 

' above all Friends; it isneceflary that you. 
who are. poor. ſhould. love Chriſt, who: 


have but-few or no Friends; and.it 1s ne- 
ceſſary that you who are rich ſhould love 
Chriſt who have. many Friends; Chrilt 
being a Friend inſtead of all to them that 
have. none, and better than. all to them 
that have the moſt, 


' 2. Theloveof Chriſt is abſolutely and. 


indiſpenſably neceſſary: it is not neceſſa- 


ry that you ſhould. climb up into a high 
ſeat of; dignity and honour ; but it. is ab- * 


ſolutely neceſſary that your, Aﬀections 
ſhould climb,up and aſcend to. Jeſus Chriſt 
who 1s above; it. is not..neceſſary that 
you ſhould abound in wealth, that you 


ſhould have full bags, and full coffers, and 


muchrTriches in your houſes, but it is ab- 
ſolutely. neceſſary.. that you ſhouldihaye 
the Riches. of this Grace. of love to. Jeſus 


Gn, in.your Hearts, Food is not ſo: 
ne | 


ary to fatisfie your hunger, clothes 


are not fo neceffary to-cover-youa nakee- 


neſs, houſes are not ſo neceſſary toſheltce 
| VCU 


Ct A en ie II CoD ewes og a 


UMI 


| of: | 


ur : 


to the Unſeen Chriſt, ® 107 *© 


ve | you from the injury of the Weathcr; the 


an-.. 


mo{t needful rhing is not ſo neceſfary to 
your bodies, as this love to Jeſus Chriſt. 
is necefſary to your Souls, You may be 


{ poor and in the loweſt condition hereon 


Earth, and yet be truly happy whilſt you 
live, and Eternally happy in the other 
world, if you have this love, to Jeſus 
Goel, but without this love whatever 
your Riches, and Honours, and Friencs, 
your Earthly delights and enjoyments be 
though never ſo defirable, never ſo plen- 
tiful, yet you are mpſcrable, and ſhall be, 


- Miſerable. You may love other Perſons 


and Thiogs in the world ſubordinately, 
but you mult loye Jeſus Chriſt cheifly, 0- 
therwiſe you are under the curſe both of 
the Law and Goſpel, and you cannot e- 


ſcape the vengeance of Hell. 


_ 9, Conſider the Uſefulneſs of this love 


' unto Jeſus Chrilt. 


1. The love of Chrit is uſeful Pro- 
ſperity to ballaſt the Heart, that itbenat 
overſct with the full gales ofa flouriſhing - 
condition: it is of uſe to moderate tne Aﬀe- 
ctions to lawſul things; and it is of uſe to 
keep the Heart from unlawful and finful 


4 loves;if Chriſt have not your Hearts, ſome 


baſe and fooliſh luſts will have- them, 
which. 
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Which will wound your Conſciences with | 
Suilt, and peirce. your Hearts thorow | 
with many ſorrows. | 
2. The love of Chriſt is uſeful in Ad- 
verſity, to bear up the Heart from ſink- / 
inz and being overwhelmed with the 7 
Winds and Waves of Trouble and Af-': 
fliction ; 'it isof ufe to eftabliſh the Heart ? 
from being extraordinarily moved in the : 
molt Stormy times : not only Faith but 
Love too is of a fixing nature to keep F 
from amazing fears of evil tidings, and 
the greateit perils; and of a ſtrengthning - 
Natore to ſtay and ſupport the Spirit and 
keep off preſſing Griefs and deſpondencies 
in the darkeſt and moſt doleful days. 
3. The love of Chriſt is uſeful to 
quicken and excite unro duty, this makes 
the yoke of Chriſt eafie, and will enable. 
you to draw . cheerfully therein; this 
makes the burden of du:y (ſo accounted ' 
by the maſt,) to be no burden in eiteem ;-. 
i you have much love unto Chriſt you 
will account duty to be your priviledge, 
and the Service of Chriſt to be freedome, 
andnone of his commands will be grie- 
vous, butall of them joyous unto you ; if 
you have much love unto Chrit, your 
Hearts will be enfiamed hereby with zeal / 
for your Maſters Glory, and you will ne- 
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ver think you can do too much for 


4, Thelove of Chriſt is uſeful to arm » 


you againſt Temptations, If Faith bea 
Shicld, Love. to Chriit is a Breat:-plate a- 
gainſt the ſharpeſt Darts which the Devil 
can throw at you; fove to Chriit doth 


® Garriſon your Hearts againlt this Enemy, 
and is a ſtrong defence againſt any over- 


tures which the Devil may make in his 


| Temptations to draw you to fin : how 
J can Ido this evil and offend my dear Lord, 
will be the anſwer of love to repel temp- 


tations to fin, whatever alluring proffers 
they be accompanied withal, Temptati- 
ons will have no force to prevail over you, 
if this love of Chriſt be ſtrong within 
on”: 

:; 5. The love of Chriſt is uſeful to fit 
you for thecroſs and the greateſt ſufferings 
waich you may be called unto for the ſake 
of Chriſt. If you have great love to Chriſt, 
you wiil be ready to ſuffer ſor Chriit with 
patience and wita cacaf ulueſs ; the hea- 
vieſt croſs wi'l ſeem light, diſgrace and 
ſhame will be accounted honour, loſſes 
will be eſteemed gains, pains, pleaſures , 
or at leaſt priviledges : priſons will feem 
Pallaces, 'and death wiil be accounted 
life, Ohowhave ſome rua to the dtake 

and 
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and embraced the Flames of Fire kindled} 
to burn them, when they have feit the 
fire of love to. Chriſt burning ſtrongly} 
- 'Within them / thus this love is uſefull in! 


Life. 


orim and terrible unto the molt, ' If you 


have much love to Chrift, you willlook: 
opon death as Chriſts meflenger ſent for | 
you to bring you out of the dark Priſon of » 
of the World and the Body, and to con- F 
vey you into the. Manſions of Glory, 
where your dear Lord is, and you will: 
- not be unwilling to leave the World that: 


you may, live with Chrift. 


8. Conſider the ſweetneſs of this love. 
unto Chriſt. . If there be ſweetneſs in the F 


love of the Members, there is much more 
ſweetneſs in the love of the head; if 
there be delight and comfort: in the love 


of Chriſts diſciples for their Maſters ſake, | 
there is much more delight and comfort. 


in the love of Chriſt himſelf the Maſter 


for his own ſake; the: Apoſtle telleth us. 


of comfort in love, Phillip. 2. 1. thatis in 


the love one of another, but the conſola-. 


tions inthe love of Chriſt are far exceed- 


_ ing ;, thereareno fuch ſweet motions of | 
| Heart 


6. The loveof Chriſt is uſeful at deathJ 


This love in its ſtreagth will put a beauty 
upon the Aſpect of death, which ſeems ſa Ft 


We DMG 2 nE©AmR = TYM. oe. co... . 


* Hcart, as thoſe of the firong and fervent 
outgoings of it in its love to Chriſt,eſpeci- 
E ally when Chritt dothdraw near and ma- 
nifeſt his love unto the Soul. Chriit, doth 
rejoice irhis love unto his Diſciples, and 
$ they may rejoice in their love to him, and 
ty & this joy in the love of Chriſtis a full joy: 
ſo Þ Fohbn 15.11. Theſe things have I ſpoken 
unto yeu that my joy may 71emain in yougand 
Mk that your joy may be full: in the former 
or & verſe Chritt ſpeaketh of his love to them, 
of 3 and hereof his joy in them they were the 
n- Þ objccts of his joy as they were the objccCts 
y, | ofthis love, and according to the meaſure 
11 F and ſtrength of their love to Chrift, fo tis 
at # the ſulneſs of their joy in Chriſt, Cart, 4. 

9. Thor haſt raviſhed my heart, my Siſter 
veſt =) Spouſe, thou haſt raviſhed my Heart 


1e | with one of thine Eyes, with one Chain of 


re | thy neck: they are the words of Chriſt the 
if | Beloved, unto his Spouſe the Church, 
7e | expreſſing the raviſhing delight which be 
e, | foundin her Looks of Faith, or glances of 
rt | Love, and the chain of Graces which ſhe 
r | was adorned withall, How then may 
s | your Hearts be raviſhed with unſpeaka. 
n | dle delight in looking upon Chriſts moſt 
- |. amiable face, and in the fervent aCtings 
.. 4 of your love untohim? when a glance of 
F | bis Eye,a ſmile, a beam from'Ets counte- 
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nance doth eakindl: a fire in the brea't, 
and this fire of love to Chriſt do:h burns 


and flame; O how ſweet is this flame, q 
beyond what tongue is able to ex- 


preſs. 


are capable : as your minds are capable 


of knowing him, ſo your hearts are ca- 


pible of loving him, Others have attain- | 


ed this love. who were as much without 


it, and as much averſe unto it, as any - 
of you may be. Here you are capable, . 


hereafter if you live and dye without it, 


you will be utterly uncapable, You have | 
now the means of Jrace, and as of other 


Graces, ſoof this Grace of love to Chriſt, 


inthe diligent uſe of the means you may | 


_ attain there unto, Thus I have done with 
the Motives to excite you unto we love of 


Chrilt, 


SECT. XV. 


He ſecond thing propounded in the 
. Proſecution of the uſe of Exhorta. 
' tion. was to give Directions, and the di- 
reions will be of two. ſorts. 1, How 

fo 


> 


9. And laſtly,Conſider the Attainable- o 
neſsof this love to Chriit, Bruirs are not | 
capable of this love to Chriit, but you * 


= . TrorvennſeenChriſt, _ ITT 
FR toattain this love ro Chriſt, 2. Whete- 
F in to ſhow this love to Chriſt, Firft, 
| How to attain this love to Chriſt, and 
'Y. here [ ſhal', 1. Dirc& you how you may 
I attain this love to Chriſt in the truth of 
it, where you are wholly without it. 2. 
p Diret-you how to attain much of this 
I - loveto Chriſt, where you have it but in 
a_ low dcgree and weak meaſure. The 
B firit directions then ſha!) be, how you that 
are Graceleſs, and Chriſtleſs, and whol- 
| ly withoi't this love to Chriut, may at- 
 # this love to Chriſt, 
I. If you would attain this love unto 
Jeſus Chriit whom you have never ſeen, 
you mutt get a thorow perſwaſion that 
there is fuch a Perſon as Jeſus Chriſt, and 
' that he is ſuch a Perſon indeed, as the 

Scriptures have revealed him tobe, The 
4 reaſon why Heathens and .Infidels are 
without love to Chriſt is becaufe they 
have never-heard of him, and the reaſon 
$ why many nominal Chriſtians that have 
- f heard of Chriſt are without love to him, 
is becauſe they are not really. perſwaded - 
that there is or ever was ſuch a perſon as 
Jeſus Chriſt in the World. If you 
would attain this love you muſt give firm 
aſſent to this Truth (which is the greateſt 


g | ofall, and the very pillar & foundation of 
g ie 
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the wholeChriſtian Religion) that Chriſt 


really is; and that the Hiſtory of him is - 


no curiningly deviſed Fable. If you have 
reaſon to beleive that there was ſuch a 


a Perſon as Alexander the Great, that | 
there was ſuch perſon as Fulius Ceſar, 


both which lived before Chriſts time; 


you have more reaſon to believe that there = 


was and is ſucha Perſon as Jefus Chriſt : 
you have only Prophane hiſtory for the 
former, but you have Sacred hiſtory for 


the latter; you have only the writings of .. 


men to teſtifie the one, but you have the 
word of God in the Holy Scripture to teſti- 
fie the other, You have as much reaſ6n 
to belcive the hiſtory of the Goſpel as to 


beleive any other hiſtory, and you have | 
morercaſon to believe the hiſtory of the Y. 


Goſpel than to bel:eve any other hiſtory. 


I ſhall ſuggeſt one reaſon amongſt many | 


that might be mentioned, The Hiſtory of 
the Goſpel was written by unlearned Fi- 
ſhermen,and it wasþelcived by as leaincd 


men as any in the world, in andnear'the- | 
time of their writing, which belief ſome . 
of them ſealed with their blood, which - 


they would never have done had: they 


found any reaſon to. ſuſpe& the truth of- 

this hiſcory, which (had there beenany 

_ reaſon of ſuſpition)they might eaſily have. P 
WF, 


found | * 
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found out in thoſe times when ſuch a:grand- 


_ PF Fable as, this ( had it been, a Fable)'could 


not. poſſibly have gained credit, amongſt 
wiſe and inquiſitive men eſpecially when 


|| it would have been their greateſt world 'y 
| Intereſt, the preſervation of their Eſtates 
_ and Lives, to have disbelieved. and. dif. 


owned it. If, beſide the Apoſtles, all the 
learned Fathers ( whoſe Works. are, ex- 


' tant amongt.us, who lived near the:Apg- 


ſtles. times, and ſome of whom- ſuffered 
Martyrdom for Chriſt's ſake) did ſee rea- 
ſon to believe that there was ſuch a Per. 
ſon as Chriſt, ſurely you have reaſon to 
believe, and no ſolid reaſon to diſcredit the 
report of him in the Hiſtory of the Go- 
ſpel. And when you have attained a firm 


3. Aſſent unto this, get a full perſwafion that 


Jeſus Chriſt is ſuch a perſon as the Scrip- 


| tures do record and teſtifie him to be. ' Be 


perſwaded of his Amiableneſs, his Great- }.. 


neſs; his Holineſs, his Wiſdom, his Faith- 
_ fulneſs; his Fulneſs, his Kindneſs, the Re- 


lation he ſtands in to-the Father, his onely 


begotten and dearly beloved Son ; the Res 
lation, he ſtandeth in to his People, eſpe- 


cially in his Offices of | Propher, Prieſt, 
and Kzng, as I have ſet. him forth inthe 
Motives to ſtirre up Love ; arquaint your 


A | ſelves, with the Hiſtory of his Birth fo 


F ys Wor, 


- Wonderfall, of his. Life ſo Holy , of his 


Works fo Powerfull, of his Doctrine fo _ 
Heavenly, of his Sufferings ſo Great, of- 
his Death ſo-Painfull' and yet fo Volunta- 
ry, of his Reſurretion, Aſcenſion; Seffi- | 


on and Interceſſion at the rigkt band of 


God, ſo needfull for us, as you have this. 


Hiſtory upon record in the New Teſta- 


ment : the aſſent to this in your Minds, 
will be a preparative for the attaining ] 
of true Love to Jeſus Chriſt in your 


Hearts. : 


2. If you would attain true Love unto: 
Jefys Chriſt, you muſt get Convittion} 
of Sin, and a ſenſe of your Need of: 
Chriſt. The prevailing love and liking 
of Sin is inconfiſtent with true Iove unto 
Jeſus. Chriſt 3 ſuch as love Chriſt do hate 
Sin, and ſuch as. love fin have an Enmity 
E: againſt Chriſt : Whileſt your hearts goe. 

_— after your Covetouſneſs, or your Volop- : 

- tuouſneſs, or are ſet upon any other Wic- | 
kednefle, your hearts cannot be ſet upon \ 
Chriſt, Before you can love Chriſt,” your | 
hearts muſt be taken off from ſin, Get: 
therefore a conviction of Sin as the greateſt 
Evil.in, the world. Be perſwaded what an 
evil thing and a bitter”.it is, to tranſgreſs 
"Gods Law, and thereby to affront the 
higheſt Majeſty, -the great King of OT; 
: Look | 
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4 _ toube unſeenCbriſt. | FPE- - 
Look intothe Word and Law of God, and 


{ fee what is there required, what is there 
1 forbidden, and then look back upon your 


Lives, of look into the Regiſter of your 


1  Conſciences, that you mayitind out what 
| your ſins of Omiſſion and Commiſſion have. 


been. Take a view of your tranſgreſſions 


| of the Law, and'of your diſobedience alfo 


unto the Goſpel; and as you are puilty 


+ before God, ſo labour for a clear ſight and 


deep ſenſe of your Guilt, how you are 
under the Curſe for your Diſobedience, 


4 how you are liable to ruine and eternal 


deſtruction for your ſins. Look upot fin as 
the moſt miſchievous thing in the world ; if 
there be any evil in any temporal calamities 
which ever did befall any ofthe children 
of men, yea if there be any evil in future 
miſeries, in the extremity and eternity 'of 
Hells Plagues and Puniſhments, be per- 
ſwaded that there is far more evil in fin 
which is the cauſe of all. Think how miſe- 


-rable you are whileſt under the Guik and 


Reigning power of fin, that the Worm: is 
not ſo vile, that the Toad is not ſo full of 


deadly Poyſon, that the filth of the Earth 


is not comparable unto the filth of "your 
fins. Think how baſe' and dilingenuous 
you have been, how monſtrouſly ingrate- 


* | ful to'your Maker and BenefaCtor, what 
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Traytors and Rebels you have been-to ox 


your-Supream King and Soveraign. Think 
what peril and danger continyally. you are 
in-ovf Death and Hell, how weak the thred 
' of Life is which ties Soul and Body tuge- 
ther, which;may be ſuddenly: cut when 
you are-leaſt aware, when you are mat J. 
ſecure; and. then if you- be found in a 
Chrikleſs fate, your Souls: will be con- | 
veyed immediately unto a place of reme- | 
dileſs and eternal miſery. Be perſwaded 
that you are undone irrecoverably, unleſs 
the Lord Feſws Chriſt do help you, that 
youare-loſt for ;ever unleſs the Lord. Jeſus 
Ciriſtdo ſave you, that you cannot eſcape | 
the:dreadful. Vengeance of God, but muſt 
be :tormented moſt thorridly and everlaſt- 
ivgly,, amongſt the Devils and the damned 
in :Hell,- unleſs the Lord Jeſus Chriſt do 
deliver | you-from the Wrath which is to 
come... The ſight .and ſenſe of fin,. your 
| miſerable condition thereby, -and: of your 
indiſpenſable need. of Chriit , will. make | 
way for your Love: of him. If any of 
you were ja.debt ,many thouſand, pounds 
490, a ſevere Creditor, and. bad; not one 

y to diſcharge,it, and;you were threat: 
ned by him ;to.. be. thrown 'into- Priſon, 
456 you. mult lie and rot and ſtarye and | 
dic, without kopes of relief or releaſe, 
EN e 4 eXK- 
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| Except you could make' payment of the 
debt; And if you ſhould hear of ſuch a 
Rich man that were willing and did profter 
to be your Surety, and to pay all for you; 
ſurely you would have an endeared Love 
toſuch a friend and BenefaQor : Your ſins 
4. are Debts beyond the vaſteſt fumme of 
| Money thatever was ow'd or pay'd, and 

S yow are not able to pay one farthing, to 
cive the leaſt fatisfaftion unto God, unto 
whom you are mdebted ;' and God. is ſe- 
vere, and ftritly juſt-, and without full 
ſatisfaction to his Juſtice, he will throw 
you into a worſe Priſon than the moſt naſty 
doleſom Priſon on Earth, I meaninto the 
'Prifon of Hell; where you mult lie with- 
out the leaſt relief, or 'any hopes of re- 
Teafe : The Eord Jeſus'Chriſt' proffers to 
be your Surety, to pay offall for you; and 
to give you a full diſcharge ; were youſen- 
ſible-what a Debt Sin is, and what a Prt- 
ſon Hell" is, 'furely it would-work-/your 
hearts unto an endeared Love 'of ſuch'a 
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iy Friend':and Surety, who alone can keep 
5F you out of this doleſome dreadfull Priſon, 
vy. into which without him you will certainly 
- andmay ſuddenly be thrown. If any of 
p you: were ſick of 'a Death-threatning di- 
dF itemper, and you had made uſe of many 


Phyſicians, but.none .could do'you good; 
F 3 * and 


AM. 
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and if you ſhould hear of one Phyſician YÞ 
who could aſſuredly and would readily and 
freely cure your Difeaſe, and ſave your 
Life ; furely. you would thankfully make 
uſe of this Phyſician, "and his. kindneſs 
would 'exceedinply engage your Love: | 
Sin is the Souls ſickneſs, you are fick un- . | 
to death, Sin when it is finiſhed will bring 
forth Death, not only Temporal but Eter- | 
nal ; Itis the Lord Jeſus Chriſt onely that } 
can cure you-of this deadly Sickneſs, that | 
can remove your Sin, and thereby deliver Þ 
you: from this Death of Deaths; Get a | 
ſenſe of the dangerous ficzneſs of Sin, and 
you. will prize and ufe and love the Lord 
Jeſus-Chriſt,. who is the onely Phylician 
of value- io this caſe. If any of you were F. 
guilty: of Murder, or Theft, or High 
Treaſon, or any other heinous breach of 
the Law of the Land, for which you were 
apprehended, arraigned, accuſed, and con- 


i demned to be Hanged or Burned, or to a 


mpvre tormenting Death than either ; and 
af you ſhould hear of a- Prince at Court 
- thathad begg'd the Pardon of ſuch Crimes, 
for ſuch Malefactors, and had obtained, 
-and he ſhould ſind to you to ſignifie his 
.willingnefs to do the like for you; ſurely 
you. would thankfully accept of-ſuch a 
profler , and wonld love this Prince as 
your | 
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tothe. uzſeen Chriſt. 7 27. 


S your life, who ſhould thus preſerve you 


from Death : You are all Guilty of high 
Treaſon and Rebellion againſt the King 
of Heaven, in your breach of his Law,.and 


"you are. condemned by this Law, not to 
- be hanged for it, or beheaded, - but to be 


burn'd for it, to be burn'd in the Fire'of 
Hell, which is unquenchable ; The Lord 
Jeſus. Chriſt is the Prince of Glory, a. 
Friend in the Court of Heaven, who hath 
procured a Pardon for many ſuch male- 
factors, and ſendeth to you to fignifie his 
willingneſs to procure your Pardon, if you 
will make uſe of him ; Surely, if you have 


_a ſenſe of your Crime and Danger, you 


will apply your ſelvesmunto Chrilt to ifave 
you, and you willnot withhold your/Love 
from ſuch a one as ſhould ſhew:you ſuch 
unparallet'd Favour. nap 74 


3. If you. would attain true Love unto 
Chriſt, you mult get an Intereſt mm Chriſt, 
you mult lay hold on Chriſt by: Faith, that ; 
you may be united to him, and related to 
him; It is Faith that works Love, to them * 
that believe Chriſt is precious, but by  : 
Unbelievers he is fleighted , and cannot 
be beloved ; without Union to Chriſt you. 
will have no affeCtion to Chriſt ;- the foun- 
dation of Love is layd in- the Relation to _ 
F 4 | the } 


reſt in'Chrift, it is only by Faith + If then 
"A 
_ Chriſt, and receive him by the hand-of 


Faith, Whatever: Motives and Attra- -» 


vi: TW Options 
| the'Beloved; and' this Unibn to-and Inte- P 


you-would embrace Chrilt in the arms of 
your-Love, yow.muſt* firſt Jay hold on' 
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Qtives of Love there be in Jeſus Chriſt, *.:- 
they wil) be rone to you without this In- Þ+*. 
tereſt and Relation; Chriit is a Perſon |: 2 


molt beautifull, moſt lovely a"d amiable, 97g 


but-be will not be ſo in your eyes, ſo long 


as you _are' without the eye of Faith ; he. 


{is \preat and powerfull, but ſo much the . 


. worſe for you, becauſe without Intereſt 
1n him, his power is engaged againſt-you : 
:he is pure and” holy; -and whileft in your 
ſins yu gre therefore the more odious in 
this: fight; "he is” wife and knoweth all 
things, therefore is privy to all your ſins; 
ne is moſt true, and therefore will fulfill 
His threatnings' againſt ſuch as go on fill 
In :their treſpaſſes;*he is full,” but you 
without intereſt in his Perſon have no ſhare 
4h his falneſs; : he is-kind, butt is to thoſe 
'that; are related to him, 'but-what is this 
to you that are Unbelievers ? he is a Shep- 
'heard. toithis Sheep, but you are Goats; 
he isi'a Captain to his Souldiers,' but you 
| -areEnemies; hes 'a Teacher to his TDifſci - 
. *Ples, but you are the Devils Scholars; he 
K-72 | is 
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is a Gracious' Soveragin., but it_is to his 


f 


Subjects, youare rebells; Heis a Priett to 


J his People, -having made ſatisfaction and 
:F © .- doth make mterceſhon;for.themz- but you 
A --  tramplehis blood 'under his feet. 

*F” . Friend and. Benefactor to his People, but 


He is a 


youare Strangers ; he is a Brother, and a 


24> Husband to his People, but you. ſtand in, 
«2 noneoftheſe Relations; he isa Redeemer, 


* tohis People but your are Slaves and Cap- 
2 UVEeS.'; | 


The light which he gives is moſt ſweet, 


< 


£ 


but you are darkneſs; the life which he. 
imparts ts moſt excellent, - but;youare pe, 
in.lins-and treſpaſſes; he gives:pardon.of. 
ſin, but you are under guilt ; he gives. 
Peace of Conſcience, but your Conſcien-: 
ces are ſtill wounded and ſeared ; he gives 
the Joyes of the Holy Ghoſt, but: you are 
indanger of Eternal woes; the Robes of, 
his Righteouſneſs are moſt Rich, but you; 
are naked; ,the Riches of his Grace are 


9 - meſtimable, but you are till poor; the 


dignity of bcing'made the Sons of God is. . 
moſt admirable, but. you.are Children of 
the Devil ;. he gives acccfle unto God in, 
Prayer,,.but you-are {till at a diſtance.; he 
Sives a Title to the Kingdom of Heaven, 
but if you continue in your preſent ſtate, 


you will be ſhut at lat out of the Pal- 


F 5 


lace 
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ice which: is above, and-be thruſt down 
into the Priſon of Hell which is below, 
What then are allthefe motives to draw 
forth lovers Chriſt unto-you, that have ro 
mtereſt in Chriſt? it is Union and Relation 
unto Chriſt, and intereſt in him by Faith, 
which puts life into theſe motives.that they 
may indeed'attrat love; O then be per- 
fwaded without further delay to endeavor 


after thisintereſt in Chrif 3- you muſt have | 


t, or you are loſt irrecoverably, you wilt 
' bemiſerable Eternally ; and you may at- 
rain this intereſt, others have attain'd it, 


a3 mean, 'andas vile as your ſelves; and: |} 


you ate calted unto Chriſt, O be perfwad- 
:- edthen to comeunto Chriſt, and joyn your 

{Elves by Faith unto him, that you may 
have intercft in. Chriſt and in all his Bene- 
fits. - If yon ask me what this Faith is that: 
ives an intereſt in Chriſt, what it is tobe- 
eve; Fanſwer out of Fobx 1.12. thatit ' 
is fo. receive Chriſt. But to 45 many. as re- 
cerved bimto them gave he Power to become 
the Sons.of God, even to them that Believe 
sn bis Name, Be- perſwaded then to re- 
ccive Chriſt and accept of him upon the 
terms of the Goſpel, Receive and-take 
-  holdof Chriſt by the hand of Faith. And 
| that you-may do this, 1. You muſt let. go- 
 yourholdof fin, if your hugg fin.in your 
x / beſom,, 


tetbe unſeen CI vifÞ.. "T2 
boſom, if you harbour baſe Lufts in your 
Hearts, you-cannot receive and give enter 
tainmentto Chriſt there : you muſt; thruft 
fin out, if you would ſet Chriſt in. :- 2. 
You-mult let go your hold onthe World ; 
Idon't ſay you mult let it go out of your 
hands, and throw away the eſtates. which 
| God hath given, except it be:to part with 
ſome proportion in away of Mercy and 
Charity, and except you be called toleave 
- - allrather than to forgo Chriſt or any of his 
- Truths ; but you muſt let the Werld go 
\ goutof your Hearts, the World muft not 
fit upon the: Throne of your Hearts, that 
feat mult be reſerved for Chriſt, 'cheiflove 
and inordinate love to-the world and things 
in the world muſt be takenoff 3. Yow 
mult let go hold of ſelf ; your own Righ- 
 teouſneſs and all ſelf-confidences muſt be 
partedwith, you muſt be humbled-andemps: - * 
tied of your ſelves, if you would be prepa- 
red for the receiving of JeſusChriſt;and re- 
ceiving of that fulnefs which there is in him. 
And then, 1. | Receive Jeſus Chriſt as your 
High-Prieſt to reconcile you unto God), 
trulting alone in-his Merits and Mediation, 
2. Receive Jefus Chriſt as your Prophet ; 
toinſtruftand lead you inall Truth by his: ; 
Word and Spirit. 3,Receive Jeſus Chriſt - 
as your Soveraign Lord and King toRule. : 
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You; 4, Receive "Jeſus Chriſt as your 
|. Captainto tread-down your Spiritual Ene- 
k Ties under your feet, 5. Receive Jeſus 
# Chriſt in-all his Relations of Shepherd, 
+ Friend, Brother, and eſpecially in the Re- 
lation of:an Husband, and joyn your ſelves 


to'him; and make over yourſelves to him, . | 


dedicating and: devoting your felves to 
him,” and giving up your ſelves to be guid- 
ed;” guarded,” provided for, and governed 
by him... This is to receive Chriſt ,, and 
this-is'to Believe, this gives Union and 
Relation, and intereſt in the Lord Jeſus; 
and if: you do' thus joyn yourſelves to 
Cirilt: by . Faith ; © you . will quickly feel 
Jave to Chriſt to fpring forth,” to work and 


4 _ a, and that vigorouſly ;. and to bring. 


forth ſach fruit in the life as ſhall evidently 
Mew; 'thatlove to Chriſt is rooted in the 
Heart, | | 


-+:4.; 1f you would attain Fruth of love to 
Feſus'Chriſt, be diligent in the uſe of all 
- thoſe means which God hath appointed for 
the*working: of it, Iſhall inflance*only in 
two:means. ' : | >” 8 ; 

 16:Be diligent in Hearing the Word 
Pteathed;' as Faith cometh by Hearing, 
 fſo:love ro Chrit is wrought by the ſame 
| © Micans,. Hear ' and your Souls ſhall-live, 
E CY , ſaith 


$6 4 : 
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Hearts. $32 
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ſith-the Prophet, Jſ#:-- 55. 3.' and I may 
ſay, hearthat your Hearts may love, that 


| Where the Eye cannot, the Ears may affect 


the Heart with love to the Lord Fefusi 
Whilſt Zydia was hearing Paul Preach; 


| her- Heart was opened, AF. 16. 14. and 


whilſt you are hearing Miniſters Preach of 
Chriſt, your-Hearts may be opened to're- 
ceive him, and to embrace himin the arms 
of -your deareſt love, See At. 11, 15; 
As I began to ſpeak, the Holy Ghoſt fell on 
them, as on us at the beginning ; whillt 
Peter was Preaching and the Gentiles were 


| hearing, the Holy. Ghoſt:was ſent down 


from Heaven and fell upon upon; and ſo 
whilſt you are hearing the Word, God 
may give forth of his Spirit to work this 
Grace of love to Jeſus Chriſt in your 

2, Be diligent and earneſt in Prayer unto 
God for this love, confeſs and bewail be- 
fore him' your 'want-of this love, tell him; 


. you deſerve a double 4narthema, becauſe : 


you do not love Chriſt, and withall telF 
him you cannot of your ſelves'love him, 
that you can as eaſily lift a Mountain to 
Heaven, as lift-up your hearts unto Chrilt; 
but deſire that he would draw up your love 
to Chriſt by his Spirit. Beg of him that 
he would put out the fire of Luſt, and alt: 
#14 inor- 
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inordinate creature-love,and that he would 
enkindle a fire of love in you tothis moſt 
lovely Jeſus, which no-corruption in'your 
Hearts may be able extinguiſh. And in 
your Prayers preſent your. Hearts to the 
Lord Jeſus, ofter them up freely to him, 
and delire that -he would accept of them, 
that he would take hold of them;and take 
poſſcſhon of them and erect his Throne in 
them, and an Everlaſting habitation for 
hinſelf. 


COSI _—. 


| Section. XVI. 


FH*uns given direQtions how you may 
24 attain rhe Truth of leve to Chriſt 
where you are without, I come now ro 
give directions how you may attain much 


| _ of this love to Chriſt, where you have it 


but in a low degree and weak meaſure. 
Would you attain much love to Chriſt 2 . 
- 1. Be much jn.Contemplationof Chriſt; 
. eenſider often what motives. there are: of 
love in-bim, preſſe them upon your-Spirits 
and labour to awaken and rouze up-your 
Hearts unto the vigorous exerciſe of this. 
fove. Spend time in ſecret retirement,and: 
F therethink,. and think again, of the Super- 
-- Iative Excellencies and Pcrfections which: 


&- 
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gre in Chris Perſon, how © wonderfull 
and- matchleſs his: love-is, what heigths in . 
it that cannot be reached, what depths in it. 
. that cannot be fathomed, what other di- 
{- menſions which cannot be comprehended :: 
' Meditate oftenof his benefits, how incom- 
parable his love-tokens be - and whilſt yow 
you are 'muſing, you may feel the fire 
| burning; whilit you are looking 'you may 
feel, your Hearts leaping ; whilit you are- 
| taking a view of him, ere you are aware, 
| your Hearts like the Chariots of .4mina- 
dab, may run to him: O the raviſhments. 
of love ! the tranſports of : Soul! which 
fome Believers have found in their retired: 
thoughts and views of Chriſt, Get often. 
into the Mount of Divine Contemplation,. 
and there look upwards unto Heaven, and 
think: with your ſelves. Yonder, Yonder a- 
boverhe ſhining Sun ts the moreGlarious Son 
of Righteouſneſs;there at the right handof* 
| the Throne of God, # my beloved Feſw the 

Son of God ſeated, andthough he be ſohigh 
above me both in place and dignity, yet he- 
thinkerh upon me, and pleadeth for me, and 
| many a gift hath he thence & ſent by bus Spi- 

Mr conveyed unto me, and I can guar 
| of the Fatherin bis name,but,if u be really 
for my good, 1 have it by his means, O' 
dear Feſms, bom lovely art thou tn thy ns 
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the darlingof beaven'! the Delight of his 


Father | the Adwiration of -\ Angels 1.0 
what brightneſs of - Glory, what:Jhining lu- 
ftre art thon arrayed with | thou art 6loth- 
ed with molt excellent Majeſty and Ho- 
nour ! thou art girded with infinite Might 


and Power | the beauty of thy facets moſt - 


wonderfull! the ſmiles of thy countenance 
are moſt;ſweet and; delightful !: and auth 
this lovely fair One, thus faireſt of ten thou- 
ſand, this moſt excellent and alltogether 
lovely Perſon bear a particular love tome ? 
ta ſuch a vile worm as me? toſuch a dead 
Dog as me? to ſuch an unteſerving;, ill- 
deferving, helkdeferving ſinner as me? O 
what marvellous kindneſs #5 this | what in- 
fo1:4:e Riches of Free Grace ! doth he know 
me by name? bath he given himſelf for me ? 
and given himſelf to me? and ſhall -nit # 
give him my heart ? am] written in-his 
book, Redeemed with hw. blood, clothed 
with his Righteouſneſs, beautified with his 
Jmage ? hath he put the dignity of a Child 


of God apon'me, and prepared a place ihthe.. 


| Fathers houſe for me? O wonderful! 0: 
_. admirable | what ſhall 'T render ? what re- 


turns ſhall :1 makg ? had 1 a thouſand / 


tongues, ſhould I not'employ them all in ſpeak: 


== 27g his prarſe ? had I a thouſand Hearts | 
ſhould I not preſent them all as tag mean to. | 
| -"- wh F Fern. 8 i 


3 "thank: | 


wo - 


2: F0 the unſeen Chriſt. © T3< 
thank; offering unto him.” \ And yet am 1 
ſlow, ſlow of Heart to love this dear and 
ſweer Feſus? awake O my Soul | awake 
from thy dulneſs and ſtupidity ? ſhake off 
thy ſleep which glues thine eye-lids ſo cloſe 


--- rogerther, \ſhake out the duſt of the Earth 


 - which hath got into thine eyes and keeps thee 


© 


from the view of thy belcued. Ariſe O my 
Soul! and lift up thy ſelf, unfetter thy feet, 
unclog thy ſelf, takg the wing and mount np 


|  abovethe hy aud viſible Heavens, even to 


ee ES 


the place where the lovely and dear Jeſus 15. 
T ake thy leave of theworld, andall things 
therein, Bid farewel to the flattering ho- 
nours, the deceitful Riches, the glozeng 
Pleaſures, that are here below : bid: adien 
to them, and leave them to thoſe that place 
their chiefeſt happineſs in them : if Earth . 
hath thy body for a while, yet let it have 
thy heart and chiefeſt affefttions'no more; 
come O my Sout aſcend and ſoar aloft unts 
the Heaven of Heavens, the way untothe 


Holy of Hilses ts acceſſible, the vail 65 rent, 


the fore-runner ts entred, \and thou mayeſft 
have entrance too with thy Thoughts, and 
Deſires, and Loves, and Hopes and Foyes; 


there thou mayſt ſee aud veiw, and admire, 


and embrace thy deareſt Lord ; there thy 

Hea:t may find a\fit objett for #t's Love, 

even thy deareſt Lord Feſus, who wil wo 
F 
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yel# & deFpiſe thee, but give kind entertain- 


ment unto thy love, and withall give the full- 


eſt & ſweeteſt returns;there thy Heart may 
find a room to diſpoſe of it ſelf and not only a 
lodging like that of a wayfarins man for 4 
night, but an babitation wherein to dwell 


and to take. up it's Eternal abode ; let thy 4 


Heart be thy fore-runner, that when thy 
body drops off from thee thou mayſt know 
where to betake thy ſe f and find ready en- 
terrainment there where thy Hears bath 


beenlong before. Why doſt thou hang down- 


wards O. my Soul? why doſt thou bend ſo | 


much to the Earth and Earthly things ? 
what us there here below that 1s not beneath 


Sheeaudaltogetber unworthy of thy Love? 
bow empty, andwain, and thorny are theſe | 
things ? don't waft. rby time, weary toy ſelf - 
for very vanity, don't prickand wound thy 
Jelf with theſe things any more. What 

_ - wileth thee O my Soul, that thou art ſo back: 
ward to the Love of Chriſt? ts itberauſe - 
thou canſt not ſee Chriſt with the Eyes of *) 
thy Body? thou wax ſee him with thoſe 
Eyes bereafter, when he comes in bis Glory, 
 t& thy body 6 raiſedand repaired,and fitted 


to-bear ſuch a fight, thou can't not ſee the 


 Wend, but thou heareſt it's noiſe, and feel- 
; 7 it's blaſts ; and doſs thou not bear | 
brift*s woice' in his Word ? doſt thou not. 


feel 
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feel the breathings of bis Spirit in bis Ordi- 
nances, Thou art inviſible thy ſelf O my 


| Sol, andart they ſo drenchedin fleſh, that 


wv3{ible objefts ſhall 'bave more Power to 
draw down thy beart, than this meſt plori- 
ons objett (though now inviſible) ſhall bave 
power. to draw up thy Heart? doft thou 
queftion and dauvt of bis love to thee? and 
doth this damp and. diſcourage thy Sffetti- 
on? whoſe Image tu this which #s engraven 
upon thee? 15 it not the Image of Chriſt ? 
what writing is that upon thy Heart? wit 
not Goas Law written by Chriſts Spirit ? 
whoſe decking s and adernings haſt thou got 
#bour thee? what -Beanty ti this which us 
put upon thee ? 16 it not Chriſts comelineſs ? 


where badſt thou thoſe Bracelets ,, hace 


Ring, thoſe Jewels, thatcham of Graces? 


' are they not Chris love-tokgns. which 
he hath given thee? and yet wilt thou doubt 


of his love? if thou feeleſt corruption fron, 


yet doft thou not percerve' ſome Grace? als 0 | 
theugh it be weak? haſt thou not. ſame love 
ro Chriſt, although it be low ? are not thy 


deſires chiefly after him, whieh- evidence 
that thy chief love ts to him? and 1 it fo 
with any but ſuch whom Chriſt doth love ? 
doth nor Chriſt love firſt? and yet wilt thou 


f queſtion his love?baniſh thentby fears,filence 


thy' doubts Q my Soul, ronze up thy ſelf and 
clin.b 


as _— 
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'_  elimb np by the Facobs ladder which is let 
down to thee from Heaven,” and ſettle thy 
love upon: Feſus Chriſt amd thoſe things 
which are above, where Chriſt ſits at the 
Right band of God.” Such retired Con - 
templations of Chrift, and Soliloquies and 
pleadings with your own Souls when alone 
by your ſelves,” will tend\exceedingly to 


. the promotion of your love unto Chritt. 


2. Would you have much love to Chriſt? 
Be much in Reading and Studying the 
Scriptures, The Scriptures are a Glaſſe 
in which Chrift:may be ſeen}, he cannot 
beſecen Face to Face in. this World,: this 1s 
the happineſs of the: FrinmphantChurch.in 
Heaven, notof the Militant Church-vpon 
theEarth ;: whatmay here be diſcerned cf 
Chriſt,it is in the glaſs of the Scriptures and 
Goſpel-Ordinances': this is that glaſs ſpo- 
kenof, 2 Cor. 3. 18. We all with open face 
bebolding a1 5n a" glaſs the Glory of the 
Loray. are changed into_the ſame image 
from Glory to:Glory. (Chriſt is the Glory 
_ of the Lord, the brightneſs of his Fathers - 
Glory? would you have much love to him,. 
be often looking, veiwing and beholding 
of. him-in the glaſs of: the Scriptures; by 
much beholding of him,” you may betrank 
formed more and more into the gs 
G4 is 
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his Holineſs, and into the likeneſs of his 
Love,, which i is Glory begun. "The Scrip- 
tures have the Image. of Chriſt ety 
upon them; the Image of the Father is 
upon the Son, and the Image of the Son 
is upon the Scriptures; there you may ſee 
the-Picture of Chriit, the Beauty of Chriſt, | 
at leaſt ſome lineaments are there drawn 
by the hand of God, although: not- fully 
and to the life, I mean ſuch you will ſee 


;  inhim when you come to behold him face 


to face in Heaven ; yet his Beauty is drawn 
in ſuch proportions and with ſuch ſha- 
dows as you are now capable of behold= 
ing. Would. you have much love unto 
Chriſt whom you. have never ſcen? look 
much upon his Picture and Image in the 
Scriptures. The Scriptures are Chriſts 
Love letters. In the ſecond and third Chap. 
ters. of Revelations, Chriſt doth ſend Se- 
ven Epiſtles to the Seven Aſian Churches; 
there are many Epiltles and Love-letters 
as it were in the Scriptures, eſpecially in 
the New Teſtament, wherein Chriit doth. 


give. moſt kind expreſſions of moſt ens : | 4 
deared Love unto his. Peaple. Read much 


and ſtudy Chriſt's Love-letters, eſpecially 
thoſe parts of the Scriptures wherein Chriſt 
doth expreſs molt of his kindneſs and love. 
Sce how kindly Chriſt doth expreſs ir 
cis 
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felf, Fob. 14.v.1, 2, 3, 13, 16, 17, 18, 19,. 
20, 21, 22, 23,'29, Chap; 15. v. 9.133 
T4 I5, 16, Chap. '16. v. 7. 225' 24, 26, 
27.33: Chap. 17; v.9, 10, It, 15,20, 
21, 22, 23, 24. Chap. 20.v. 17. Read 
. often and conſider ſuch places. Let the 
__ -Word of Chriſt dwell richly in- yoy, and 
© his will feed and' maintain your love to 

Chriſt, this is a means to have Chriſt dwell 

in your hearts, not onely by Faith, but 

alſo by moſt endeared Love. 


3: Would you have much Love. to 

Chriſt? be much in Prayer unto God for 

this Love. Eph. 6.23. Peace be untotbe 

Brethren and love with Faith from God - 
the Father. Notonely Peace is from God, 
; who is called the God of Peace; and Faith 
-. from God, who works it by his Almighty 
| | power; butalſo Love is from God, who 
% is the God of Love; hecircumciſeth the 
heart to love himſelf, and to love his Son. 
This fove of Chriſt is a Grace of the Spirit, 
which God doth freely give and power- 
Tlly work, the Beginnings of it, the In- 
creaſe of it , all the Meaſures and De- 
grees of it are from him; If you would 
attain high meaſures of love to: Chriſt, you 
B-. mult apply your ſelves unto God in Pray- |; 
 #g6r,and thercindiligently ſeekxo him for ” 
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þ 1f you would have much love to Chriſt in 


Y want, yet the weakneſs of your love to 
S Chriſt, bewail your Sins which do damp 


follow God day by day with the ſame re- 


; there be in Chriſt, whatever attractives ts 
. draw forth your love, yet-of your ſelves 


leaſt motion of true affection unto Chrilt. 


| it be your Duty, yet it is his Gift, that 


» caſily he can enkindle this Fire of Love 
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| Tell him, you defire much love to Chrith 
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your : hearts, you muſt be often at the 
Throne of Grace upon your Knees ; and 
there humbly acknowledge, if not the 


_ AﬀeCtions, and earneſtly requeſt that  * 
would work your hearts unto a ftrong 
love ; be importunate in Prayer for this, 


queſts , plead with him for it, fill your 
mouths with Arguments, and fill your Ar- 
Suments with Faith and fervent Deſires. 
Tell him, whatever lovelinefſe and love 


y=_ are utterly unable to put forth the 


Tell him, that this love to Chriſt, though 


you ought to aCt it, but this you cannot 
do, unleſs he works it. Tell him how. 


to Chrift in your boſoms, and blow it 
into a flame. Tell him, he: hath bid ye 
to ask and' you ſhall have, and whatever 
you ask. according to his will he hearethz 
and that it is his will you ſhould love 
Chriſt not onely truely but alſo ſtrongly, 


and. 


" 2 * "og ” WW : EE 1: * Y », ; it "3 FEE Fe " A Ie ot 3s a COM 4s wu - 8 _ 

_ Se $2 p 4 AE RG : on = 4 AK; 7 RE Yee” AT ED o be a os 6 ME oo ro Ee 

& -_- Ke X'> . AP x O 4 T - Y bt. Os... 
738  TheTryne Chriſtians. L - 

| 73$ The1 :ans. Love, | 


and that..theſe defires do come from -him- 
ſelf, and therefore earneſtly deſire the ful- 
filling of them, . Tell-him, if: you do: not 


fing to him, therefore requeſt that. you 
may have ſuch a love to Chriſt as may 


hearts from all Inordinacy of affections 
to any thing beneath and beſides the Lord: 
- Jeſus Chriſt. , Plead' how much it will be 


. love unto Chriſt, that hereby you ſhall 


and Wine and Oyl; if you asked Wealth 
and Honours, and Creature-delights .in 
abundance,. they might be a ſnare to you, 
and for your hurt; but a ſtrong love to 
Chriſt is needfull and uſefull, and be ſure 


of Circumciſing the heart ro love him, and 


ortunate: in Prayer for much love to 


_—_—_— 7 
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not be denyed.,. 


Chriſt, get much Faith, Faith worketh 


love Chrilt much, you ſhall beapt to over- 
love the Creature, which will be diſplea-. 


overpowerall other love, and keep your: © 


for his Glory, that you ſhould have much 
be enabled to honour him the more in the A 


- world. Plead how much it will be. for FF. 
= your good ;:tell him, if you asked Corti” ©+ 


will be for your good; urge his Promiſe - 
2ad his Faithfulneſs; and if you be thus {| 
Chriit, and will.not be denyed, you ſhall | 
- Would. you have much Love to {| 


| © Love both to the Father and to the Son; | 
EE VB.38 - ' * Accord- F: 


| . According to the meaſure of your Faith, 
fo willthe meaſure of your Love be : Such 
. as are without any Faith, are without any 


43 Love ; ſuch as have but a feeble faith, 
JF. haye but a weak love; and ſuch as have . 


the {trongeſt faith, have the ſtrongeſt love. 
The ſtrongeſt faith giveth the cleareſt dif- 
* covery of Chriſts infinite Excellencies and 
- PerfeCtions; It is not the eye of Senſe 
which doth diſcern Chriſt, neither is it the 
. eye of Reaſon which doth diſcern hint ;-- 
| | whatever diſcoveries we have of Chrilt, 
It is by Revelation, and this is diſcernable. 


4 onely by Faith, Faith is the Evidence of 
.v} .-things not ſeen, and the unſcen Chriſt 'is - 
+4, evident by Faith to be the- molt excellent. 


Perſori,,..and the moſt ſutable Objet of _ :; 
- love, and the more evident the Object + 
. of love is, the ſtronger will the love be. 
Moreover, Faith is not onely the Eye 'of 
. the Soul to diſcern. Chriſt, but alſo the 
Hand of the Soul, not onely to take hold 
on him, but alſo to receive from him of 
his Fulneſs Grace for Grace, and by con- 
| ſequence more of this Grace of love to 

- him. Our Communion with Chriſt is by 

'F . Faith; the more intimate acquaintance 
an] fellowſhip we.have with thoſe whom 
we love, the more endeared' will, be-our 
love; the ſtrongeſt Faith brings us unto. 
x G the” 
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: - * ne greateſt intimacy, fellowſhip and fa- a 
" Miliarity with Chriſt , and therefore it is ' 
. a means of the Rrongeſt Love. 'Endea- | 
+. . | vour then to get a ſtrong Faith, and to 
M - live daily in the powerfull exerciſe there- 
ix of; the more you live by Faith, the more # 
"you will awell i inte Love of Chriſt. | 


Would you have much Love unto '} 

' Chriſt ? labour for much of the Spir:e; la- ] 
* bour for much of the Light of the Spirit; | « 
There muſt be not onely the Glaſs of the | | 
Scriptures, and the: Eye of Faith, but alſo } 1 
_the Light of the Spirit, that you may have } t 
( 

t 

I 


' a Clear diſcerning of this lovely Lord Je- 
: Tus; Labofir for much of the Operation F 
-of the Spirit ; the Spirit is like Wind to F 
- blow up the Sparks of Love in your heartsF . { 
+ into-a flame. Labour for the inhabitationJ #* 
- of the Spirir, and that the Promiſe may ſc 
; be made good to you which Chriſt giveth} ti 
.to his Diſciples, Fob.14.16,17. And 1willy $1 
© pray the Father, and be ſhall give you arto-Ng 1o 
> #her Comforter, that he may abide withy 
you. for.. ever; even the Spirit of Truth; 
b: 6h the world cannot receive, becauſe it: 
OF. ;Jeeth bim not , neither knowtth him ; but 
2 =. - 6 know. him, for he dwellerh/ with You," and | 
4 all be i in you. ” 


6. Would 


x 
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'. 6. Would you have much Love unto 
Chriſt? labour for clear Evidences of his 
Love unto you; the apprehenſions of 


, Chriſt's Lovelineſs may excite to ſome 


love, but the full well-grounded perſwa- 
fions of Chriſts love to you, will above 


7 . all heighten your: love to Chriit, Doubts 


of Chriſt's love do cauſe fears, and fears 
do contract the hearr, and therefore: are 


1 oppoſite to love, which is the expanſion 


and enlargement of the heart ; perfect - 
love caſteth out fear, the more love, [the 
leſs fear, and the more doubts and fears 


the leſs love, Such. as doubt much of 


Chriſts love to them, they may love Chriſt 


3 truely, but they cannot love Chriſt ſtrong- 


ly. You will love a leſs lovely perſon that 


F loves you, more than a more lovely per- 


ſoh that hates you; the love of the Per- 


ſon beloved is a moſt amiable: Qualifica- 


tion and ſtrong attractive, yea one of the 
Sreateſt Incentives and Inducements -unto 


Jove; Get then a perſwaſion of the infi- 
nite love to you of this Infinitely lovely 
. perſon, that you may be able to ſay with 
; Paul, Gal. 2.20, Who loved me, and gave 


himſelf for me, Look diligently into the 


s Word of God, and find - out the Chara® E 
"%. Cters there of thoſe that are Beloved: by 
- Chriſt; and then look narrowly into your... 


7 
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ſelves, and ſee whether your face will 
not anſwer that face in the Looking-glaſs 
of the Scriptures ; fee whether you can- 


not find the lineaments of the New Man . '0 


within you, whether you have not expe- 


" rienced a gracious change; Is there not | 
Light where there was Darkneſs ? Is there . 


not Life where there was Death ? Is there 
not Love where there was Hatred ? Is 
there not the Law of God written, where 


the Law of Sin did command all ?- Is not 


the Biaſs of your Wills and Hearts God- 
ward, and Chriſt-ward,and Heaven-ward ? 
which heretofore was onely Sin-ward and 
Earth-ward and Hell-ward? Pray ear- 
neſtly-unto God, that he 'would give you 
a full affurance, that if you are indeed ef- 
fecually called, if you are indeed united 


.and related unto Jeſus :Chriſt , you may 
Know it, and no longer doubt thereof, In 


a word, ſeek diligently after the Manifeſta- 


tions of Chriſt's Love in all the wayes of. 


his' Ordinances; reft not in .the out-ſide 
of Ordinances, but ſeek after Chriſt in 


| Ordinances, follow him from'Sabbath to 


Sabbath, from Ordinance to. Ordinance, 


and always be looking-for him, and look- 


towards him, til] he turn abont and 


-Jook upon you, and give you a gracious 
+- 2tmile; ſeck and wait for. that Maniſeſta- 


tion 
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ro the unſeen Chrift, © 


for bis Miſſion: of the Holy Ghoſt from 


- Heaven, 1 Per, 1. 12, to ſhed abroad the 


ſenſe of. his Love into your hearts, Rom. 


| F 5:5.-and if you did know aſfuredly. and 
"+ had a ſenſe hereof given. unto you by the 


Spiritof Chriſt, O the Joyes which then 


. you would have in him ! Othe love which 


then you would have to him! As yousg 
Joyes would be unſpeakable, ſo your 
Love -would be unſpeakable too; ſuch a 


warmth of heart and burning of love to 


Chriſt you would feel within you, as ts 


beyond the Rhetorick of the Tongue to 
ſet forth, 


7. Would. you have much Love to 


Chriſt ? get. much hatred of Sin, and ac- 


cordingly watch and pray, and ſtrive and 


fight againſt Sin, as the worſt of Evils, as 
that which doth ſo much diſpleaſe your 
Lord, Bewail fins of daily incurſion, and 


labour that your fins of Infirmity may be 


leſs every day than other; Take heed of 
_ fins of ſudden ſurprize, but chiefly of de- 


ſigned fins, and that you comply not with 


any temptations unto groffer miſcarriages, 
. Which like water caſt upon the Fire of 


your love to Chriſt , will put out the. 
x = 7 ng flame, 


_- 243 _ 
T* tionof himſelf which he bath promiſed to 
. hem: that love him, Fob.. 14. 21. Wait 
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144 The True Chriftians Love 
flame, and leave onely a few unperceiv- 
able ſparks in the corner of your hearts. 
_ Suffer not Sinne' to. have any room 
in- your hearts, or if it will abide and } 
you cannot thruſt it quite out, let it not ,& 
have a quiet habitation within you ; di- 'F 
fturb ſin as much as you can, wage war * 
every day with your remaining Luſts, let _ 
no day paſs over your heads without giving . 
ſome blows, ſome thruſts and wounds to -- 
Sin. Streighten the room of Sin in your 
hearts as much as may be;the more room 
'Sin hath in your hearts, the leſs room 
*Chriſt will have there. Particularly; take 
*heed of inordinate love to-the world, and 
the things in the world, the prevalency 
of which love will damp your love to 
"Chriſt; by how much more the world 
Sets of your love, by ſo much' the leſs 
Chriſt will have of it. A ſubordinate love 
you may have to Perſons and Things in 
the world, but let no perſon or thing have 
your chief loye but only Chriſt ; love no- * 
- 'thing for it ſelf with an abſtracted love, 
, but love all inferiour things with inferj- 
our love. love all under the Lord,and in the 
Lord, and for the Lord's fake; get all in- 
ordinate affections to the world crucified /. 
 _ÞSy the Croſs of Chriſt, You muſt have T- 
þ. -.. © dying affections to periſhing things, if you | 
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| * would have a living and active love to the 


ever-living Jeſus. - 

8.; Would you have much love unto 
Chriſt ? aſſociate .your ſelves moſt with: 
thoſe that have moit love unto Chriſt; you 


F may fetch light from their light, & you may 
. fetch warmth from their Fire ; dead coals 
are enkindled by the living, and your dead . 


hearts. may be entindled with love to. 


/ Chriſt by the warm diſcourſe of thoſe that 


have warm hearts. Be ready to ſpeak . 
of Chriſt and for Chriſt in any company 
as you have fit opportunity, and diligent- 
ly watch for an Occaſion ; ſhut your ears. 
againſt and reprove profane & filthy Com-. 
munication; divert that which is yain and 
frothy, and be ready to begin and promote ; 
that which is ſerious & ſavoury, that which - 


1s pracious and may tend 'to your 'own 


and others Edification ; Study the Art, and 
practiſe it,” of provoking all: whom you: 
converſe withall, not unto Strife and Con-.- 
tention, but unto this love- and Aﬀection 


'F unto the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and whileſt 


you are endeavouring to warm others. 
; With this Love, you may be warmed your 
*. ſelves. | 


- 9. Andlaſtly, Would you have much 
Love unto Chriſt ? be much in the-exer- 
ciſe of this love, hereby it is encreaſed. 
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and heightned; Ufſe legs and have legs; 


and if you act this love frequently, it will - 


hereby get ſtrength and Activity ; every 


day endeavour to put forth ſome vigorous- 


acts of love unto Jeſus Chriſt, In your 
_ ordinary Callings and ſecular Buſineſs and 
Employment, you may ſend up ſome looks 
of Love. unto Jeſus Chriſt in your Ejacu- 
lations. But-eſpecially in the Duties of 
Gods immediate Worſhip , labour that 


your love may flowout unto Chriſt moſt - 


vigotoully, In your daily ſecret Devotion 


and Family- Worſkip, let love to Chriſt - 


-draw*forth tears from your eyes, at leaſt 
cauſe grief and ſorrow in your hearts, in 
the acknowledgement of your fins, where- 
by he hath been diſhonoured and diſplea- 
ſed. Let love to Chriſt draw forth-ear< 
neſt defires after Chriſt, and thoſe com- 
municatti zns, manifeftations, and conſola- 
tions which he doth give to none but ſuch 
agare his; let love to Chriſt put requeſts 
into your mouths , arguments into your 


requeſts, and fervour into your arguments 


in your pleadings with him at the Throne 
of-Grace for further ſupplyes of his Grace, 
ang that you may be brought into more 
iftimacy of acquaintance with him. Eve- 
- Ty day you ſhould expreſs your 'love to 

- Chriſt,” eſpecially on the Lords day.,, when 
EL - EF, TIED, almoſt 
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almoſt the whole day is to be ſpent in 
publick and' private Exerciſes of Religi- 
|. ous Worſhip, in all your love to Chriſt 

| ſhould be inexerciſe; in your attendances 
1 upon him in Ordinances you muſt bring 
not only your Bodies before him, but pre- 
ſent-'your Hearts unto 'him ; this you 
ſhould be carefull to do in publick Pray- 
_ er and Hearing of the Word, Preaching 
and Singing Pſalms; often ſhould you 
1 endeavour in every Ordinance to lift up 
! your hearts unto the Lord z but above all 
when. you- approach the Lords Table; al 
your. Graces ſhould there and then bein - 
exerciſe, eſpecially this Grace of love ts 
Feſus Chriſt, your Eye there ſhould-affe&t 
) your Heart, when you ſee the repreſen» 
| tations of your crucified Lord, and think 
what manner of *Zofe he did - bear to 
you, that he'ſhould ſubmit himſelf un- 
toſuch a Death for you, how ſhould this 
' _affet; your hearts! And if ever, i then. 
F your Love'to Chriſt ſhould - ſhew it 
q felf, and at with the. greateſt vigour 
* and firength. 1 
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J Aving given Directions how to at* | 
H tain love to Chriſt in the truth and 1 
in.the ſtrength of it, I come now 'to the 
la ſort of Diretions- wherein you ſhould 
ſhew your love to Jeſus Chrilt. 

More generally ſhew your Love to 
Wag in your Obedience unto Chriſt, Fob. 
WNT 2 If: ye love me, keep my Commande= | 
"w2ents.” © Be faithfull in the performance of 
A known Duties, which: Chriſt doth:coni- 


| mand, and. be carefull in the forbearanice 


ef all known fins which Chriſt doth forbid; 

let your great. cart be to pleaſe: Chriſt, 
: whoeveris'diſpleafed;' and:your great fear 
beef offending: Chriſt, +whoover be offend» | 
ed with-your {tricineſs. + Shew yourove, - | 
'T, Ip thei-Singeriry of 'your Obedience, 
-2«-In the Willingneſs of your Obcdierice, 
"8. In the Univerſalzty.of your/Qbedietice, 


129} ln the Conſtancy of your Obedience. 


' x. Shew your love to Chriſt, in the $71- 
$1 hos your Obedience. Hypocrites will 
Wl ome things which Chriſt PRs 
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| fern EY be ret of him, _ © 


Chiilt axe grieyaus. unto them; they: are : 


_ they: are gy fe vnie.t:by the.;Ruds 0 


to Tr Unſeen Chri "_ T49 
but.it is from carnal Motives and: with car- 
nal Deſigns ; But-let love ;to- Chriſt be. 
the-Motive, / and the Honour of Chriſt the: 
End of your. Obedience ;- obey;Chriſt be-> | . 
cauſe -you love him, and with a.defign to. 
Pleaſe him ;- what you do, do: heartily un- : 
tothe Lord, And above all things deltre; 
and: endeavour that what you doe'may find. 
acceptation Witkrhim; :2 Cdn,5, 9: Whert- | 
fare-we {abotr, that whether preſent or. be 


a+ Shew your os to Chriſt ; in the Wil. 
lingneſs. of. your: Qbedience.; . ſome: will: 
obey Chriſt, but it is with great Back- 
watdneſs', they: will perform Duties? but. 
they'are burdenſome;,' a wearincſs, and. 
totifome , and the Commandements of - 


ſcaite- ready unto any Duty , but: wh 


AfMlicgion, or fpurr'd; apd: prickt. Grtngd T 
by:the goads oft: Conſcience z' ©-the liftlef-- 
neſs and indifpoſition inthe moſt, unto the*: 
moſt:fpirityal; part of the.Service af Chriſc! 
which is: amgvident/ proof of thedefeft of > _ 
loves citherin the: truth ofcitz.or 26 lealt 1 © 
intic meaſurc:anddogreeot it, Let your! * 
love-ſhew it ſelf in the willingneſs of: Your: >. 
RON ferye thei Lord with's wing. 
or and 
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and ready mind, with alacrity and chear- 
folneſsof ſpirit,- looking' upon the Service 
of *Chriſt as your Honour, and-eſteeming 
every Duty'/to be your Priviledge':. If you 
have any conſtraints unto Obedience,-let 
them be theconſtraints of love ;: as 2 Cor, 
5-14.- If :you-be forced to-obey Chriſt, :- 
let:there-:be nocviolence? butithe violence : 
- Itlove 5 if you'be drap/dits' Duty, let it: 
oe-with'no.other cords than; the cords of | - 
bove ; let love: be thei Spur:and' Goad to. 
prick-you forward, that you may not onely 
walk! but run-inthe'wayes of Chriſts:com- 
mandements:withan-enlargedheart,\> 30" 
e354 53631% 01:7 2: 311 70d .QindDd. rods 
L 237 Shew your loveto Chriſtin the 11-7 
 - virſality of your Obedience: 'Hypocrites : 
| wil perform ſome- Duties which: are for: 
LF thee tyrn; and2willh ſerve !theiricarnal'de-. - 
| ſigns. other dificsithey offfit ynd totally! 
bh nbglecdilicy'yadr fovkito Chriſr-diſcover : 
| irfelfin5our-reſpeCt tb all-his Commahd- -. 
-  ments;! Though yor-cannotichere-;atrairy-/ 
-  PerfeRion of 'Obetlience ,''yet- bit yours: 
# Obedience be eniverſaly obey -Chriſt.not-1 
{  enbyib-open- Dotics, which-man-are wit-/ 
| nelſes! of, 1butiialfo in: ſecrer Duties; and-! 
| Ypiritual:Dutics; which depend'apon tlie: i 
» exerciſe of the: Mind; ſuch as-Meditation; 
- Contemplation, iSelf-ſearch; :atd - Ejacula- 
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' to the unſeen Chriſt. T5r 
tion, as alſo in the ſpiritual” part of all 
Duties, which no- Eye can be witneſs un- 
to but the Eye of God ; and hereby you 
may be diſtinguiſhed from all Hypocrites 
in the world. 


' 4, Shew your love to Chriſt in” the 
Conftancy ef your Obedience. Gal. 5. 7. 
Fo did run well, who did hinder you, that 
ye ſhould not obey thetruth ? Some Hypo» 
crites are zealous Profeſſors for a while, 
and at firſt ſetting out ſeem to outſtrip: 
many that are ſincere, but they foon tire, 
and are-weary not-onely iz well-doing but 
of it';- they quickly ſtumble and fall; ang: 
not onely fall down, butfall off; ' not only: 
fall back ,” but fall away, and turn fear- 
fall-Apoſtates; Shew your love to Chriſt 
not onely in ſetting' out well, but in con-. 
tinuing- your: Chriftian-courſe well unto! 
the' end: of the: courſe of your Lives; be-! 
aim;.well;: and patiently continue. in well-7 
doing: Perſevere'in your Obediencez Be 
20t weary: in-well-doing, knowing that 7»: 
due time ye ſhall reap if '\ye faint nor, Gal." 
69. And:if you be faithbfull unto death; 
Chriſt hath promifed topive yourtbe Crown? 
of :Esfo3Rev. 2;t06!/ , £21553 nyoy 

: Mere: particularly, ſhew- your 'love' to? 
Chriſt; -{3;:1n: your learning; keeping 1 | 


Sd aſſerting, 
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aſſerting and'maintaining of Chriſt's truths. 
2.In your publick ſpiritedneſs and zeal for 
Chrifts honour and intereſt, - 3. In your vi-;. 
gorous reſiſtance and oppoſition of Chriſts- 
. Enemies. 4. In your Following. of Chriſt's 
example. 5, In your readineſs to take up 
and patiently to bear Chriſts croſs, * 6. - In -- 
your delires after Chriſts preſence here, 
alonging for Chrilt's ſecond appearance 
at the laftday. 

* I, Shew your love to Chriſt in your 
learning, keeping, aſſerting and.maintain- 
ing Chriſt's Truths. -2, Learn Chriſt's 
Truths; acquaint. your ſelves: by diligent 
reading of the Sctiptures; and other books: 
that may bea helpþheteunto,. with-all fun-. 
damental truths of the Chriſtian Religion: 
in the firſt place, -and ſo go on and proceed 
. further. to learn thoſe truths which are fu-; 
perfirucory;/: and whatever:truths you. 
fin& a: Foundation for :in-the/; Scriptures: 
which are the word: of Fruth, receive: thc 
not qnly: 1n-the light of: them," but alfo in 
the love of:thenu; tf:the branches of. aths: 
bein) your heads, ind _ leaves of.then. 
ig-your :profeſſivn,.and the fiidiccof thene; 
i=Fou} actions; Jet: Jogtef them:hog) 
| _ Your Hearts. 2. Having: teafhed\ the» 
| truths of Chricb-as' theyrarecin Jeſuss' let 
S Ore hang looſe in your underſtandings) 


but 


tothe Unſeen Chriſt. T33. 3 


- but get them faſtened and fixed, and cloſe 


oirt about the loins of your mindes ; hold 
the truths of Chriſt faſt, prize them above 
all jewels, don't part with them upon any 
terms; let all go,cſtate, liberty and life it ſelf, 
rather than any of this rich treaſyre which 


Chriſthath entruſted you withal. 3.Aſſert the  * 


truths of Chriſt;be not aſhamed or afraid to 
own any truths of Chriſt in the moſt adulte- 
rous & gainſaying generation, profeſs yout 
belief of Chriſt andof the truths of Chriſt; 
endeavour that the light of theſe truthsmay 
ſhine abroad, and caft forth ſuch bright 
beams in the dark world where you live; 


_ * that others may be broughr hereby unto 


the: knowledge of the .Truth.' 4. Endea- 


' vour to' maintain Chriſt's truths, earneſtly 


contend for the Doctrine of Faith once'de: 
livered to the Saints, endeavour to-cons 
vince gainfayers; and-to defend Chriſt's 
truths againſt thoſe corruptiand erroneous 
opinions and Doctrins, which likeleaver 
is very apt to ſpread and infect the mindeg 
of men. Fx \ 


;2.:Shew your love to Chriſt in:yovr py- 


blick fpiritedieſs, and /zeal' for Chriſt's 


honour and intereſts ler your affeQions be - - 
publick not private, natrow., contraſted _ 
and centring 'in'felf; let your love be 
" : publick : 


—— 


CE” 
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- publick and general love, Love not only 
Relations, ' but love all Chriſt's diſciples; 
though of different Perſwaſions and inte- 
reſts, becauſe of the image of Chriſt; &love 
| notonly your Friends that love you, but _. 
| - alſo your Enemies that hate you, becauſe 
of the command of Chriſt. Let your de-_ 
fires be publick deſires, defire the welfare 
of the univeral Church, and of all Gods 
people throughout the world, and accord- 
ingly Pray for their Peace and Proſperity, 
and endeavour as you have opportunity to 
| Promote the publick good more than your 
| own private advantage;ſeek not your own 
| . things, but the things of Jeſus Chriſt.. Let 
your priefs be publick: griefs, grieve not 
- only for your own ſins,but alſo for the ſing 
+ of others, whereby Chriſt is diſhonoured in- 
F the world; grieve not only for your own 
afictions, but alſo! for the: aflitions. of 
Fofſeph, Heb.:13, 3. Remember them that 
| arm bonds; aibound with them, and them 
which ſuffer adverſity,as being your ſelvs al- 
tF ſon the body. You are in the ſame myſtical 
| body with all Chriſt's afflicted members, 
+ and when ſome members ſuffer, the reſt 
| 'ſhould-ſuffer too; by way of ſympathy: 
} Bleeding) in; their wounds and: grieving: in 
F theirforrows,: be ready alſo to reliecveany; 
|. eſpecially Chrilt's diſciples wheh they are 
q:o1t q in 


F FY Y & & 


{ reſt of the Lord. Jeſus unto the utmoſt of 


as 
* 


ET a Legit 
>> 
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/ 
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To o the unſeen Chriſh,  Tys$ 
-adiſtrefle and want according to your ca- ; 
pacity and as you have opportunity. Em- 
ploy all your Talents for your Maſters glo- 
Ty, and endeavour to promote the inte- 


"x". 4 10 OW 4; 


your abilities. 71. In reference to thoſe 
which are without. If you are called your 
ſelves, labour to call others unto Chriſt, as 
Anarew called Peter, Phillip called Na- 
thantel unto the Meſſias, Fobn 1.40, 4.1, 
44,45. If you have found the Meſſias, 
or rather have been found of him, let your - 
love to Chriſt, and love to Souls prompt. 
| you, to endeavour the Converſion of 0- 
thers that are your Relations,your Friends 
and Acquaintances. Put your unconvert- | 
ed Friends in mind of their miſerable. : 
Eſtates whilſt under the guilt and reigning 
power of fin, whiP{t ſlaves ro the Devil 
and their own luſts ; mind them of Death  : 
and the fearful conſequences thereof to all _; 


unpardoned finners ; tell them of Chriit 
that he is the only Saviour and Redeemer 
of Mankind, How able and willing he is 
to ſave them, if they ſeek after him and 
apply themſelves unto him ; tell themthat 
not long ſince you were inthe ſame eſtate. 
with themſelves, livins in the practice of 

the ſame ſins and going on in the fame way 

to deſtruction ;. and. that the. Lord hath 


 ſhewed 
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' ſhewed mercy unto you in your Converſi- 
on, and bringing you into a ſtate of Salva- 
tion : tell them that there is mercy alſo for 
them if-they look after it, that Gods Grace 
is moſt free, his mercy molt plentiful, that 
Chriſt is moſt Gracious and caſteth out 
none that come unto him: tel-them of the 
amiableneſle of .Chriit's Perſon, of the ſur- 
paſſing love which he hath ſhewn to fallen 
mankind in his dying for them ; and,that 
» though he were dead, yet he is alive and 
lives for evermore to intercede for all them 
that make choice of him,& make uſe of him 
for their Advocate. Therefore perſwade 
them that they would break off their fins _ 
byRepentance, which other wiſe will be the - 
ruine both of their bodies and of their Souls 
in Hell, and without delay that they would 
come unto-Chrift and accept of him upon 
Goſpel-terms. If any of you cannot ma- 

'nage theſearguments well your ſelves per- 
 ſwadethem, if you- can, to hear ſuch Mi- 
niſters. and Sermons, as through Gods 
blefling have been effectual for your Con- 


. - verſion, and thus you may be inftrumen= 


tal to augment the Kingdom of, Chriſt, 
which is one of the beſt ways of expreſſing 
your love unto Chriſt. 2. Inreferenceto 
them which are within ; labour to promote 
the intereſt of Chriſt amongſt them that 

EY are. 


to the Unſeen Chriſt, res 4 


\ are truly Gracious, by vigorous endeavors | 
to ſtrengthen and eſtabliſh them, to quick- -* 
en and encourage them in the wayes of the 


Lord : Communicate the experiences 
which you have had,as you ſee there is real 


| need, and it may tend not ſo much to your 
| praiſe as your Maſters honour. Labour 


in your places to be both ſhineing and 


 burninglights; be forward to every good ' 


word and work, Look upon your felves 
as the devoted Servants of Chriſt, and that 
you are not your own, and therefore lay, 
out your ſelves to the utmoſt for him, and 
give all diligence to glorifie him with your 
bodies and ſpirits, with your Eſtates and 
intereſts, with your gifts and talents, all 
which are his, and ovght to be at his de- 
votion, | 
3.Shew your love to Chriſt in your vigo- 
rous reſiſtance and oppoſition of Chrilt's 
Enemies. There are three grand Enemies of 
Chriſt which you are by your Baptiſme en- 


 gaged to fight againſt, namely the Devil, 


the Fleſh, and the World which war both 
againſt Chriſt, and againſt your Souls. 
This Trinity of Adverſaries agree in one, 
and combine together againſt his anointed, 
doing their utmoſt endeavour to break his 
bands, tountye his cords, and to unhinge 


his Government ; they would pluck the 


Crown 
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” Crown off of Chriſt's head could they 
reach it, and the Scepter out of his hand, 
. they would deveſt Chriſt if they could of 
all his power here on Earth, and confine 
him to his territories in Heaven ; but all 
their attempts in this kind have been and 
F will be in vain, Chriſt hath tryed the 
* frength of theſe Enemies and hath van- 
”  Quiſhed them, but ſtill ſome life and pow- 
er i3 left wich them to war againſt the ho- * 
Iy ſeed; you are Chriſts Souldiers, liſted 
under his banner, ſhew your fidelity and 
your love to your Captain and General, 
in manfully maintaining the ſpiritual com- 


bat againſt his and your ſpiritual Enzmies; - 


fight the good fight of Faith , reſiſt unto 
ood, don't yeild upon any account ; dif- 


A dainfully turn away the Eye and Ear when 


theſeEnemies would entice and allure you, 
and ſtoutly make reſolute oppoſition a- 
gain them, when they do molt furiouſly 
aſſault you ; hearken to» no ſuggeſtions of 
the Devil, temptations of the world or 


- motions of the Fleſh which would induce | 


and draw you into ways of fin, or which 
would force and drive you out of the ways 
of Chriſt; reſiſt and oppoſe, and labour 
to-gain ſome victories over theſe adverſa- 
| ries. every day, eſpecially get conqueſt 
| Over the Fleſh, and the other two w_ be 
000 


|» 


| 
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 ®' Fo theunſeen Chriſt, 
ſoon vanquiſhed 5 Criſt ſhewed his love 


to you in ſubmitting himſelf to be Crucify- 


ed for you,. do you ſhew your love to 
Chriſt in Crucifying your. Fleſh with its af- 


fections and luſts for his ſake, im your ſelf- 


denial and mortifying the deeds of the 
body,when you deny your Carnal Reaſon 


your carnal Wiſedome, your carnal will, 


your carnal Aﬀections, your carnal inte- 


 reſt;all inordinacies of your ſenſual appe- 


tite for the ſake of Chriſt ; when you cruſh 
pride, Envy, Revenge, Malice , inordi- 


- dinate anger, inordinate love, inordinate 


deſire, inordinate grief, luſtfullnefs and all 
evil concupiſcence for the ſake and becauſe 
of the command of Chriſt, all theſe are 


aQts and evidences of love to Chriſt, and 
herein you ſhould exerciſe your ſelves 


daily.  * | 


4. Shew your love to Chriſt in your 
following of his example, diſcover your 


- afteionunto himin your imitation of him, 


in writing after his copy, in treading in his 


ſteps,in walking as Chriſt himſelf walked, ; | 


when he was here upon the Earth, ſhew 


your love to Chriſt by labouring after like- _ ; 


neſs unto Chriſt, that you may be like 


-him both in your inward diſpoſition. and 
in your outward converſation; Chriſt was 


love] Y, 


"j 
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- lowly, beyou humble and mean in your 
own eſteem : Chriit was meek, be you 
gentle; ealieto be intreated, and not cafi- 
ly provoked : Chriſt loved God, .let God 
be the object of your love; Chriſt hated 
fin, let fia alſo be. the object of your-ha- 
tred : Chriſt contemned the world, do you 
get crucifyed affections unto. it. Chriſt 
was compallionate to thoſe that were in 
diſtreſſe,do you labour for the like bowels. 
Chriſt uſed to Worſhip publickly in the 
Synagogues, to pray.with his Diſciples, 
and to ſpend time alſo in fecret prayer, do 
you give your attendance in the publick 
aſſemblies of Gods people, worſhip God 
in your Families, and be often upon your 
knees at the Throne of Grace in ſecret. 
Chriſt's mind_ was a heavenly mind, let 
the ſame mind be in you as was in Chriſt. 
' Chriſt's will was ſubmiſſive to his Fathers 
. Will; let the ſame will be in you'as was 
-10-Chriſt. Chriſt's words were Gracious 
and edifying, .Ict your ſpeech be always 
with Grace; ſavoury and which may-be 
for edification. Chriſt's life was an active 
life, he' was always doing good, and he 
. was exactlyholy in all his ations, be you 
ative and diligent 1n the ſervice of God 
indoing good.to others, and be holy as 


|. Chriſt was holy in all manner of converfati- 


ON | 


»-S 


forthe Onſeen Chriſt. 
-.*on, thus ſhould you ſhew your-love to © 
Chriſt in following Chriſts example , and 
in imitating of him in every thing wherein 
you are capable of ſuch imitation. 


$5.ſhew your love to Chriſt in your readi- 
neſs to take up and patiently bear Chriſt's 
croſs : [| don't ſay you ſhould defire ſuffer- 
ings for Chriſt, but ſure I am that ſtrong 
love to Chriſt will not permit you to de- 
. line them ; don't go out of God's way for 
them, neither go out of God's way from 
them,if you meet with the croſs in the way 
of duty,don't either turn back,or ſtartaſide, 
but chearfully take it up,& when you have 

« got it'up,patiently bear it, and don't throw 
1t off, til God rake it off; when it is your du- 
ty to ſuffer for Chriſt, look ppon. it alſo to 

' be your priviledge and be glad of the op» 

© _portunity, rejoycing. that you, have any 
thing 'to part withal for the ſake of Chriſt; . 
-ifit be good name, or good eſtate, or:gbod: 

' Friends, ifit be liberty or life'it ſelf; ſuch 
cxpreſſions of 'love are very honourable : 
and very pleaſing to your Lord and: Mas - 


6. Andlaſtly, Shew your love to-Chriſt 
in yourdefires after Chriſt's prefence here, 
' andinyeurlonging for his ſecond appear- 2? 
Ei: - ance ©} 
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ance at the laſt day. 1. Deſire Chriſt's 


tions thereof, that according to” his pro- 
miſes he would-:come unto you, that he 
would draw near, and that you might feel 


-timate communion .and. fellowſhip with 
Chriſt ; above all company and fellowſhip, 


' quaintance with Chriſt , that you: might 
' walk with him and converſe with him, and 
' that theremight be a dayly intercourſe be- 


diſtances hetween you, and ſtrangeneſs 


». It felf indefires after Chriſt when he is ab- 
©... ſent, and in delights when he is preſent; 


\ doth manifeſt himſelf unto you graciouſly, 
- admire his beauty and delight in his ſmiles, 
- admire his{ove and delight in the perſwafi- 
ons of his favour, let the acings of your 
love, andthe workings of it, -be ſuch to 
your beloved dayly. 2. Delire alſo and 


the laſt day; whenhe ſaith, Surely / come 
* guickly,” do you ſay, Amen, Even ſo come 
| Lord Feſus. Look upon time as ſlow of 
heel and wing, that it runs no faſter, that 
| Z it 


- Gracious preſence here, and the manifeſta- *'_ 


clearer diſcoveries of Chriſt, 'and more in- | 


deſire the company fellowſhip and ac- | 


tween Chriſt and-your- fouls, and that all 


--might be removed; let your love expreſs 


"rejoice in the Lord exceedingly when-he. 


long for the ſecond appearance of Chriſt at .|. 


if flies no.;ſwifter ; -look to. the End:.of 
Same, andlong for it, becauſe then with- 
feſe Eyes you. ſhall fee himwhomyour: 
Jul loyeth:, . becauſe then” you ſhall ſee 
Ghrciſt-come down from. the Throne of 


| God with ſuch Brightneſs of Majeſty, 


and Brightneſs. of-Beauty, as will tranſ- 
port. you with Wonder and Joy, Say, 
When- Lord Feſus. wilt thou take. to thy 
ſelf thy great Power , and. claath thy ſelf 
with thy Authority, and; come down-to 
judge the World ? when wilt thou open the 
everlaſting. gates of Fleaven which have 
beer. ſhat ſa long ? When wilt thou-defcend 
from Heaven.with a ſhouts with tbe ſound, 
of the-great Trumpet, and ſend'thine An- 
gels ta gather all thine Eleft from thefour 
Winds, that all who love thee may meet. 


#1 0ne; Soprety ? when: ſhall we put on our 


Garments:of Immortality, and” be caught 
uf 61: the Clouds to meer thee in' the day 
of thy Triumph ? When: ſhall. the day of 
our Coronation come, and of our admiſſi- 
ontnto the Glorious Manſions which thou 
baſt prepared. for us in the Glorious Pal- 


lace. which 1s above? When wilt' theu 


ſhew.. os thy ſelf 51and. give us to behold 
thee: face to face ? When wilt thou ſhew 
2 the Father, and give u to bthold bim 
emmediately without a Glaſs ? When wilt 
H tbok 
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thou ſhew ns thy Glory which thou badt's/#_ 
.-with-tbe Father before the World wai- 
and. give us not onely to ſee it, but alſo to 
 ſhare-ins«t? When wile thou open the Trea+e 


ſures of thy Love, and receive us into the 
neareſt, cloſeſt, and ſweeteſt embracements 
thereof , and give us to drink of theſe 
Rivers of Pleaſures which are with thee ? 
O hbaften Lord, -baſten thy. glorious ap- 
pearance, that thou mayeſt be Glorified be- 
Fore the -whole World, and 'we be glori- 
fied with thee, that we may be then ta- 


: , kento livewith-thee, and reign with thee, 


and be made *perfettly bappy in the full 
.and everlaſting enjoyment of thee. | 
- Thus Tthave done with+thefe Directi- 


ons, the laſt .thing in this Uſe of Exhor- 


tation. 


ſhatl all bein vain? - | 


. What do you ſay, Sinners ? ſhall Chrift \' 
have your hearts or no? will you har-// 


 bour baſe luſts in your hearts, that will 
damn you, and keep out the Lord Jey 
ſus Chiiſt who alone can ſave you? ſhall 


I gain .no hearts for Chriſt by all my 
Sermons which I have preached concern- 
ing the Love of Chriſt? My Lord and - 
| Maſter 


And what do you now ſay after all Mo- 
tives to excite and perſwade'you to the- 
Love of -Chriſt, and Directions therein?- 


x1 


ro the unſeen Chriſh, = T65 
Maſter hath ſent me to woe you, towin 
your - hearts for him; may I ſpeed or 
| no? ſhall my Meſſage be accepted, and 
Jeſus Chrilt the moſt lovely perſon find 
entertainment with you ? If any perſon 
or thingin the world which you do molt 

; dearly love, do ſo well deſerve your 
"4 love, lock your ears {till againſt all my 
words, and let them periſh like an empty 
ſoundin the Air; lock your hearts again(t 
} Chriſt, who ſtands knocking at the door, 
4 and givean abſolute and peremptory re- 
; fuſal to give him any room there; Burt 
if in the whole world you cannot find. 
out a ſuitable Beloved beſides Chriſt, if 
{ there be nothing here below but is un- 
| worthy of your hearts, if all. inferiour 
F things whileſt they have your chief Love 
' \ dodebaſe you and defile you, and unleſs 
| your hearts be taken off from them, will 
| certainly rujne and deſtroy you everlait- 

ingly; O then be perſwaded without any ' 
4 furtherdelay to open the everlaſting doors 
4 of your hearts, to let Chriſt into them, 
| and ſet Chriſt up in the higheſt ſeat of 
] your Aﬀections; O be perſwaded to give 
Chriſt your chief Love, to give him your 
Heart, and your whole heart; with grief 
and hatred Jet go your hold of fin, and 
embrace: the Lord Jeſus Chriit in the 
2 H 2 Alms 
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Arms of your dearcft Love. And then T 
would fay to you as our Saviour did to 
Zacheuws when he gave him entertain- | 
ment in his houſe, This day is Salvation 
come unto you, O happy day unto you! 
O happy you that ever you were born, 
if this day Chriſt ſhould be heartily en- 
tertained by you ! This then would be 
the day of your. Converſion, in which 
the Angels would rejoyce; and though 
Grief and Trouble might invade you for 
a while becauſe of your ſin, yet this would 
make way for your ſpiritual Joy ; weep- 
ing might endure fot a Night , cut joy 
woiid come in the Morning; but O the 
Joy which you will then have in the day 
of your Coronation, when all tears ſhall 
be wiped away from your Eyes, and 


- when you fhall have admiſſion into the. 


glorious preſence of the Lord, where 
there is Fulneſs of Joy and Pleaſures for 
Evermore, | 
And what do you ſay, Believers? you 
that have ſome Love to Chriſt, thall this 
Doctrine, and theſe Sermons which I 


. have preached, be a means to raiſe and 


heighten your Love? Your Love hath 
been too''much mixed., will you love 
Chriſt more purely ? your love hath been 
viry weak, will you love Chriſt more 
| ſtrongly? 


ons BY © Th . = wo wn we 7! 
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to the unſeen Chriſt, 167 


ſtrongly? Your Love to Chriſt hath been 


but a ſpark, ſhall ir now break forth in- 
to a flame ? after ſuch blowings, ſhall 
there be no burnings? When you think 
of Chriſts Perſon ſo amiable, his Love fo 
incomparable, his Benefits ſo ineitimadle, 
ſhall not this fire your hcarts ? and will 
you not now love him morecearly and ar- 


. dently-than ever? will you be perſwaded 
A *o get off your hearts from Earth and 
j 


Earthly things, and get up your hearts 
to your Lord which is in Heaven, and to 
ſettle your Love there upon him, ſo as 
never to withdraw it from-him any more? 
Will you love the Lord Jefus much, 
whom you can never love too much? 


will you now dwell in the Love of 4 


Chriſt, and be more frequent and fervent 


-in the attings of it? Then O what com- 


fort would you find in your Love! and. 


what ſweetneſs in the ſenſe of Chriſts - 


Love! This would be the ſureſt Evidence 
that Chriſt loveth you, becauſe Chriſt 
foveth firt; and how would this ſweeten 
your paſſage through the Valley of Aﬀi- 
Ction, and through the Valley of Death. 
This would ſweeten abitter cup,and make 


. a ſweet cup more ſweet. In Life, the ſenſe 


of Chriits Love will be better than life ; 
but at Death this will be-the onely tay. 
H 3 and 


| 768 _ The True Chriſtians Love, 
and ſupport which you can have, nothing 


elſe can give any well-grounded comfort | 
in a dying-hour. Death rageth and play-- 


Eth the Tyrant every where, ſhooteth his 
Arrowes hither and thither, ſometimes 
he ſmiteth thoſe that are Eider than your 
ſelves, and ſometimes - thoſe that are 
Younger; ſometimes thoſe that are weak- 
er than your ſelves, ſometimes thoſe that 


are ſtronger; ſometimes thoſe that are 


beiter, ſometimes thoſe that are worſe; 
ſometimes the righteous are ſmitten, 
ſometimes the wicked; ſometimes the 
profane, and ſometimes the Profeſſors; 
that all might be awakened to prepare. 
And what is it that can give you com- 
- fort when you come 1o the ſides of the 
pit? You may have the Love of your 
_ dear Yoke-fellowes, weeping and mourn- 
ing at your Bed-ſide, Children Kindred 
and Friends wringing their hands, and 
looking with a pitifull countenance upon 
- you, grieving to part with you, but 
- what comfort can all their Love yield un- 
. to your departing Spirits? their Love 
may diiiurb you, and make you the more 
- unwilling todyeand leave them, becauſe 
- they are ſo unwilling to part with you. 
But the Love of Chriſt and ſenſe there- 
; of, will be a Comfort indeed, becauſe he 
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+. tothe unſetn Chriſt. 169: 
is. a Frierid. whom you are not departing. 
irom, but going unto, and O the delight. 


- which then you may have, when Friends 


look moit ſad , and Death looks . moſt 
grim ,. when the trembling Joynts, the 
clammy Sweats, the intermitting Pulſe, 


the falling Jawes, the ratling Throat, and _ 
other ſymptomes give notice of near ap-- - .: 


proaching Death ! then to think, / am- 
now come not onely to the Door of Eter=- 
nity, but alſo ro the Gate of my Fathers- 
Houſe, where many Saints are gone before 
me, and many Angels ar? attending for 
me, and where my dearly belaved Feſus ts, 
and bath prepared for ry Reception and 
eternal Habiutation: Here are Frienas. 


. about my Rcd-ſide, who ere long will con- 


gep\this /c4y tothe Grave, to be fed upon” 


in Z b | 
, by Wor-s, 64: here are Angels alſo by my- 


bedſide waitins for my Soul, that ſo ſoon 
as it is looſned from this dying Carkaſe,.. 
they may convey me to the heavenly Para- 
aiſe : Within a few miites now, and I 


ſhall be with my deareſÞ Lord, where my. 


Faith will be. ſwallowed up in Viſion, my 
Hope in Fruition, and my Love wiil come 
to Perfeition, O the Glorious Light which 
there and then will ſhine into every corner 
of my mind ! O the Love and Foy and in- 
effable Delight , when I come to ſee and 


H 4 enjoy | 


i750 Thi Trur Chniftiuns' Love, 

enjoy and live for ever with my moſt dearly 
Beloved / | This, [This onely 'will:take 
you willing to 'Dye,' ard this Tenſe of 
Chriſt's Love will: effetually fweeten 
-your paſſage through the: dark-Entry of 
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An APPENDIX 


Concerning 


Chriſt's Manifeſation of - 


Himſelf unto them that love him. 


pI 
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Joh. XIV. latter part of ver/. 21. 
—— And he that loveth me, ſhall be. 

loved of my Father, and I wilt” 
love him, and will manifeſt my. 


felf nage # 


MLuk, 4.22. And allbare 
" him witneſs; and wondred at the 
gracious words which proceeded. out of bis - 
mouth. Never did ſuch gracious and fweet 
words drop from the lips of any man that 
ever lived, as thoſe from the lips of Chriſt 
when he was here upon the Earth; and 
of all Chriſt's words, thoſe which he ſpake 
to his Diſciples in his laſt Sermon, before 
his laſt Suffering, in the 14, 15,. and 16 
Chapters of Zohy, are ſuperlatively ſweet; 


and none more ſweet in this. Sermon than' - ? 


the words of my Fext read unto you, An 


-272 The True Chriſtians Love, 


'he that loveth me ſhall be loved of my Fa- 
ther, and I will love him, and will manifeſt 
my ſelf unto him, In the former part of 
the verſe we have the. Character of ore 


that doth truely love Chriſt: He that 


bath my Commandements and keepeth them, 
he it 1s that loveth me, In the latter part of 
the verſe which is my Text, we have the 
Priviledge of one that doth truely love 
Chriit,and that is in three Promiſes which 
Chriſt doth makeunto. him: 1. He that 
loveth me ſhall be loved of my Father, 
2. And 1 will love him. 3. And will mani- 


Feſt my ſelf unto him, [It is the laſt of theſe 


Promiſes which Iſhall ſpeak unto by way 
of Appendix unto my Treatiſe of the Love 


| Which true Chriſtians have and ought-to 
* haveuntoChriſt, and that is the Promiſe 
, of Chriſts manifeſting himſelf unto ſuch 


as love him. And the Doctrine is this. 
Dott. That Chriſt will manifeſt him- 
ſelf unto ſuch as love bim. 
In handling of this point I ſhall ſhew, 
17. What it is for Chriſt to manifeſt him- Þ}- 
ſelf, 2. That Chriit will manifeſt himſelf 
to them that lovehim. 3. How Chriit 
goth manife(t hinſeif unto ſuch. 4. When 


 Coriit doth manifett himſelf unto ſuch. 


5. Where Chriit doth manifeit himfelf 
vnro ſuch as love him, 6. And la{tly,make 
ſome Application, Sect. 
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V felt Himſelf? ; Pye-4 
. Chriſt doth manifeſt himſelf when 
he lbs clearer diſcoverie unto His - 
Diſciples of the excellency- of 'His Pex- 
fon, when hedoth further unyeil himſelf, . 
;and {ets forth ſome beams and rays, with 
greater luſtre and brightneſs, to diſcover 
more of the oriency. and tranſcendency - 
.of his ſoul-raviſhing. beauty unto them, . 
.which they had bur a dimmer ſight -and - 
darker apprehenſions of before.z-and this . | 
1s done when Chriſt doth more "fully i Im- - * 
: Part of the ſpirit of wiſdom and revelati- * 
.on unto .them... Upon this account the .- 
Apoſtle did pray-in the behalf of the be-.... . 
 lieving Epbeſians, that the Lord would” 
Eivethem the ſpirit of wifdom and reve-- 
lation roenlighten theirgnderſtandings in: - 
the knowledge of him, Eph.1.16,17,18. s. : 
they had the ſpirit before and ſome know- - : 
ledge of Chriſt. before, but he prayes - 
that God. would give them fuller mea-- 
ſures of the ſpirit, to make a clearer dif- - 
covery of Chrift, that the eyes of-their 
underſtandings might be more and more. 


enl! ght- 


174 
enlightened u unto a more ſpiritual diſcern- 
ing of the ſurpaſſing Beauty and Excel- 
tency in Chriſt's perſon; in the know- 
ledge of whom the moſt enlightned 
Cliriſtſans are-capable of farthg\growtrh 
unto the end of theit life, hence that Exs- 
hortation of the Apoſtle Peter; 2' Pet.3, 


118, © Bat grow in grice and its the knowl # | 
ledge of our' Lord and Saviour FeſusChrift.” | 


**2. Chriſtdoth manifeſt himfelf, when 
he maketh a deep impreſſion; and 'iveth 
a ſweet ſenſe to his Diſciples of his-Þre- 
ſence; Chriſt is never really ow oo 
Tuch as Love him,;but he may'Seenf'to be 
fo ſometimes, they may apprehend him 
|. t6bcafar off; he may and oftendoth with- 
' - Uraw the ſetiſe of his preſence; Canr.5,6. 
T1 opened to my beloved, but my beloved bad 
withdrawn bimfelf and was gone. Chrift 
"doth manifeſt himfelf ,' when he doth 
raw near to' his people, and maketh 
them feel that he' is near, giving them a 
fweet ſenſe of 'his preſence through the 
powerful breathings of his Spirit upon 
them, whereby their hearts are quickned 
and enlarged, and drawn forth towards 


kimſelf, and their graces excited unto- | 


| Powerful exerciſe. 

3. And chiefly Chriſt doth Manifeſt 
*. Himſelf when He makes diſcovery 'of 
His 
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Chrifts manifeftation,&*c. Tre 
His Love unto them that love him-z when 
He gives them to\ſce-not only-the beauty 
of | His face; but alſo the ſmiles 6f His 
face, when-He gives them to behold the 
amiableneſsi-vf His countenance aha 
withalt lifts up upon them the light: of 
His countenance, when he ſheddeth* a: 
broad the ſenfe of. His Love into'thefr 
hearts; giving them” a: full perſwaſionof 
His: ſpeciab Love unto. them, and altſoa 
fweet ſenſe thereof. Thus Chriſt doth 
ſometime look kindly, and ſpeak -kind- 
1y unto © his people, and this ſweet 
Language--is not ſpoken to the ear of 
the body;' but inwardly by His Spirit: ts 


to their ſouls, whenhe ſaith to the ſoul+,,quet 
1am thy ſalvation and thy Saviour, 1 baug 
loved thee with an everlaſting Love, and - * 


my Love is unchangeable;, The Mountains 
ſhall depart and the bills be removed, but 
my loving - kindneſs ſhall #ever depart, 
#1nd-be removed from thee," Fbave given 
my ſelf for thee, and I bave given wy ſelf 
unto thee, and-T will never repent of this 
gift; I bave choſen thee for my ſelf, called 
| #zd joyned thee nnto my ſelf, and T will ne- 

_ wer repent of this choice, nor ſuffer thee 
ro be di5joyned from me for ever 5 1 have 
thee- upon my beart, and keep thee in my 


hand, and no powers of Earth or Hell _ 
tae: '£ 


— 


176 -An Appendix concerning” 
- beabletopluck thee thence ; I have given 
thee myorace, and I will fſhew:thee my glo- 
ry, and erelong I will: appear.in the world 
and receive thee tomy ſelf, that where 1 am 
There thoumayeſtbe alſo, Dry up thenthy 
Fears, clear up thy countenance, baniſh thy 
Fears, droop no longer , diſpond no more, 
but be of good chear, thy ſins are forgiven 
#bee; thy name 1s written in my back which 
tone. Can blot out, Thou baſh 4. true. Love 
for me, and my Father himſelf loveth thee, 
aud 1 leve thee with a moſt endeared Love, 
-and therefore do not queStion or doubt of 
”y Love avy more, Thus Chriſt doth 
 Magifelt himſelf and: his Love ſometimes 
4... unto drooping diſponding ſouls. 


2 


——— 


© Section II. 
2. Hat Chriſt: will manifeſt: himſelf 


4nthat His.-Love doth engage Him, 'and 
His word doth engage Him hereunto, His 
Love doth «ngage' Him, The Love of 
Chritt is like fire, that cannot conceal it 
ſelf long, and no fire ſo irong, and hath 


\- RS 


A unto them that love him, appears, - 


ſuch a vehement- flame . as the Love of | 
- Chriſt to His people. Foſeph hada great” 
- . love: toe.his Brethren notwithſtanding all | 
be | their - 


—_—  T nad fas acc... * 


Chriſts manifeſtation, &c. '177 
their unkindneſs, and although he con- 
cealed himſelf. for a while, and ſpake_ 
roughly vnto-them, yet after they were 
ſenſible of their fault, and were filled 
with perplexing fears, he could con- 
ceal hiinſelf no loager from them, as in 
Gen. 45.. 1. Then Foſeph could not refrain 
bin-ſelf before all that Stood by him, "he 
wept alou1, and ſaid unto bus brethren, 1 
am Foſeph, and ver, 4. Foſeph ſaid unto his 

| brethren, come near me, 1 am Foſeph your - 

J brother whom ye ſoldinto Egypt. So Chriſt 

may conceal himſelf for a while from his 

peop!e, whatever love he hath'to them, 

' and whatever they .have to him; ſome 
unkindneſſes they have ſhewn may be the + 
cauſe of this hiding, but when they are. 

| ſenſible of thcir fault , full of grief and 

perplexity for their offences, his Love 
will not permit him to hid himſelf much 
longer ; His Love will engage Him to 

manifelt and diſcover himſelf, and fay, I 

am Jeſus your Saviour, come near me,my 

| brethren, come rear me, that you may 

have a clearer view of me, that ye may 

know me and know that I dolove you, 

The Word alfo of Chritt doth engage him 

manifeſt Himſelf unto them that Love 

Him: It is Chriſts' promiſe here in the. 

Text, He that loveth me ſhall be loved of 
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> my Father, and 1 will Love him, and will 
'- - manifeſt my ſelf unto him, Chiilts word 
6 ſure, True and faithfull is Chriſtsname; 
the ordinances of the heaven may ſooner 
_ - fat\, than Chriſt fail of His Word and Pro- 

miſe, : | 


Pans —_—_— 
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Scion nl. 


+3. T.JOw Chriſt doth manifeſt Him- = 


L ſelf unto them that Love him. 

. + IT, Chriſt doth here in this world mani- 
'- <cfeſthimſelf but in part and darkly. The 
bk. foulis not now capable of the fulleſt and 
= clearcft-Manifeſtation of Chriſts, This is 
* Þ@happineſs reſerved for the other world, 
x Toh, 3.2. Beloved now are we the ſons 


b- of God, and it doth not yet appear what we 


ſhall be, but we know that when he ſhall 
appear, we ſhall be likg him, for we ſhall ſee 


him as he ts, Foh.17.24, Father I will that 


they alſo whom thou haſt given me be with 
me where 1 am, that they may behold my 
glory which thou baſt given me. It is Here- 
after that Chriſts Diſciples ſhall-be per- 


fecAy like unto Chriſt, and ſhall havea 


perfect manifeſtation of Chrift, that they 

_ ſhall fee himas he is: It is Hereafter that 
they ſhall behold his glory 3. The luſtre 
| and 


- Chriff) manifeſtation, &c. 179 
and brightneſs of Chriſts glory is (6 
preat'that ſhould he- now-let forth the 
beams thereof upon them, it would da- 


 zleandamazethem, it would ſtrike them 
_ blinde, yea it would firike them dead ; 
} . there" is\need,” becauſe of their weakneſs, 
_ that Chriſt ſhou'd keep a veil on his face, 


when he makes diſcovery of himſelf, they 
cannotnow bear the full patefaCtion and 


_ manifeſtationof Chriſt; therefore Chriſt 


doth diſcover himſelf but in'-part. As 
the Queen of Sheba ſaith concerning So- 
lomons wiſdom and proſperity, 1 K:ng.10, 
6,7.1t was atrue report that] beard in mine 
own land of thy atts, and thy wiſdom ;, how» 


beit T believed not the words, until 1 came 


and muje eyes had ſeen it ; and behold the 
one half-v 4s not told me, thy wiſdom and. 
proſperity exceederh the fame thereof, Tt 
is not the one: half-which- Chrifts Diſct- 
ples do now hear or can diſcern 'ef-their 
maſters excellencies, { It hath not riow etj- 


tred into their heatts to-#conceive what 
Beauties and'Glorics and; moſtadmirdble 
 perfeCtions there are hid m thei! 


loved?; 


not only Chriſt's -Love but alſo Chriſt's 
Lovelineſs doth' paſs their knowledge; 
there are fuch 'dimenfiohs'sf moſt 'won- - 
derful Glory in Chrift*s perſon; as do ili- 
finitely tranſcend the capacity of 'themoſt 

Y | elevated 
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180 "= "Dk — 
elevated minds, fully to comprehend. 
Chriſt doth manifeſt himſelf truly rothem 
that Love him, yet it is but partly, and 
that but a little part, it is buc darkly by 


the beams of a moceobſcurelight, I:Gor, 


13. 9, 10, 11, 12, . For we know:#n-party 
ana propheſie in part; But when that which 
zs perfelt is come, then that which « 1n part 
ſha be done away: When I wasachild 1 
[pake a4 a child, 1 underſtood; as a'child, 

I thought as 4 child; but when 1 became s 
man put away childiſh things ;.. For: now 
we ſee thorow a olaſs darkly, but then Face 
ro Face; Now I know in part, then T ſhall 
know as Las known, We Miniſters Pro- 


he -phefic but in-party we can tell you buta 
© qattle of whatthere rcally is inChrift, and 


wy 


-beth-we andgey kigw. but in part; our 
conceptions: of -Ghrifts we Lon and 
our expreſſions, now are childiſh, hereaf- 


ter there will be a perfect manifeſtation | 


of Chriſt, and then all imperfections of 
knowledge will be removed, Now you 


may: ſee Chrilt, but it is through a glaſs | 


darkly ;/ hereafter face to fate: Indeed it 


is ſaid, 2. Cor. 3. 18. We allwithopen face 


beholding 4: in aglaſs the Glory of the 
Lord are changed, &c. There is a com- 
parativeopen diſcovery of Chriftnow in 


Goſpel-times, over. what there was un- 
| der 


tC. Rez. +.c OY oo % : 
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 Clrif: manifeftarien; bc. 10h 


der the Law ; the veil of Types and Fi- 


gSures, Which covered and in a great 
meaſure hid Chriſt from the view, 1s now 
removed, our face is now open from that 


.veil, but Chriſts face is not fully open, 


there 1s. glaſs {till between our eye and 
Chriſt's face (the glaſs of Ordinances 
which though it doth help us to ſee him, 
yet it keeps us from the cleareit diſcovery 


_ of him) we ſee but thorow a glaſs darkly; 


cur eyes now need this glaſs to help. our 
weakneſs, and that we may ſee what we 
do ſee: there is a time coming when we 
thall be above the need and uſe of the Or- 
dinance-glaſſes, I mean when we ſhall ſee 


_Chrilt face toface, and know him. in hea- 
..venas we are known by him. 


2. Chriſt doth now manifeſt himſelf gra- 
dually unto them that Love him, Chriſt 


doth not ſhew at once & altogether what 


he'means to diſcover of himſelf and of his 


-Love, but he doth it: by degrees, a little 


at one time, and alittle at another time, a 


little inthis Ordinancc,and a little in that ; 


now helets down ſome comfortable beams 
of the light of his countenance into the 
ſoul, by and by clouds do ariſe anJ ob= 
ſcure this light, and darkneſs is upon tte 
ſpirit: Sometimes Chritt opens, the cur- 

| tain 
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| tiinand fooks upon the ſoul, gives gra- 
*cious ſmiles, by and by the curtain is 
drawn, and his face is hid ; now he ap? 
pears, and then he diſappears; he manife- 


Meth himſelf at one time, withdraws hims 
ſelf at another time,and fo leads his people. 


on from one diſcovery of himſelf unto 
another,until he bringeth them at laſt unto 
the full diſcovery of himſelf in Glory. 


_ | 
3. Chriſt doth manifeſt himſelf moſt 
Iweetly unto them that Love bim, eſpe- 


cially after long abſence, When the ſoul . 


hath been ſeeking and cannot finde him, 


wandring inthe wilderneſs under amazing, | 


fears;/perplexing doubts, doleful deſpon- 
denciecs, ſinking and heart-overwhelming 


-Orief; after a black night of deep deſerti- 


on, Oh how ſweet is the day-ſpring/from 


on high ! Oh how comfortable are the - 
bright beams of the morning light ! when | 
he ſhineth upon their dark and deſpiſed 
and forrowfub ſpirits, giving -them' to- ] 


kzow afſuredly that they are the dearly 


Seloved of hisSoul; that he hath not for-- 


Sotten them, that he will not forſake 


them, that he hath-a more tender Love 
-unto them than the mother to her ſucking 


*thild! Oh the raviſhments! of ſpirit!-.O 
"the tranſports of ' ſoul whichdo gy 
ny Ph, | ence / 


4 
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| again; weeping endures but for a night, 


erwe have truſted in him / Tongue can-. 


notexprels the delight, the joy and glad- 
& neſs of heart, which doth ariſe from the 
* } manifeſtation of Chriſt's preſence and 


love; the joy of harveſt, the joy of the 
Bridegroom on the wedding day, the joy 
of victory and taking great ſpoils, ſpoils 
from an Enemy, the joy of a poor man-in 


- finding great treaſures;and the greatelt de- 
F light which ever was found in the ſweeteſt 


ſenſual enjoywent is not worthy to be 
compared with the joys and cexaltings of 
heart, in the manifeſtation of Chrift unto 
the Soul. 


cet ——_— 


SECT. IV, 


4.% Hen doth Chriſt manifeſt him- 
| V ſelf unto them that love him 2 
1. Sometime Chriſt doth quickly ma.. 
nifeſt himſelf, after alittle ſecking; ſome 
young Converts have early and ſoon diſ- 
ſcoveries of Chrilt and his love ; they-are 
caſt. down for a little while, and Chriſt: | 
ſoon comes unto them and lifts them up 


and 


Chriſts manifeftation, 6&6, 183: 

# hence! O the ſongs whichare then in their: 
3 mouths. This is our beloved, we have: 
- waited for him! this is our dear Redecm-: - 


'  T84 An Appenazx concerning 
and that a ſhort ſummer night, and joy . 
cometh early in the morning; they have 
the ſpirit of bondage who' awakeneth 
them to fear,by. & by the Spiritof Adopti- 
on doth graciouſly viſit them, and make 
diſcovery of their relation to the Father, 
the love of their Saviour, and ſheddeth 
abroad the ſenſe of his love into their 
hearts. 


2. Sometimes Chriſt is long before he 
manifeſc himſelf; it is long before ſome 
do ſeek Chriſt,and it is long before ſuchdo 
; find him: Chriit waites long to be graci- 
| - . ous unto them,& Chrift doth often make 
& them wait long before he manifeſteth to 
them his loving kindneſles ; yea. ſome- 
times early ſeekers are not early finders; 
Chriſt makes ſome wait a longtime to try 
their faith and patience, the.r love and o0- 
bedience,and that he may prepare them for 
more than ordinary comforts and ſweet-. f 1 
neſs which he intendeth to givein the diſ- & 
covery of himſelf unto them. 7 2 Mt 

3. Sometimes Chritt doth ſudcenly t 


manifeſt himſelf unto them that love him, 'V 
C ant.6.12, Or ever 1 was aware my Soul Oo 
made m elike the Charets of Aminadab, or | g 


| ever they are aware they ſee the Chari- ? 
*.  otsof /fraeland the horſemen thereof, and | is 
the 


OO bi 19 wy 


Chriſt, have ſought him in this Ordi- 


' nance, and have not found him , and 


. they have ſought Chriſt in that Ordi- 


nance, and have not- found - him; they 
have been looking and waiting and hoping 
that at this time Chriſt would diſcover 
himſelf, or at that time he wonld diſco- 


{ verbimſelf, and ſtill he hath hid himfelf, 
\ fill they have come off with diſappoint- 


ment; this hath been their Grief, this 
they-have complained of before God, and 


they have been under fears left they 
| ſhould never ſee him , never meet with 
F him at all; herevpon their Spirits have 


been ready to fail and fink within them, 
and in diſcouragement they have been 
ready to ſay or think that all their labour 


would be in vain; and yet they have re- 
& ſolved 'to ſeek him to their death, and 
© though he (ſhould kill them, ro put their 

' truſt in him: And behold on a ſudden, 
When they have had the leaſt expeRati- 


on, and their hope hath been ready to 


| give up the Gholt, they have met with 
Chriſt, and found him whom their Soul 


loveth; on a fudden the Veil of the Tem- 


ple 


Chriſ®s Manifeſtation, ere. 185 »>** 
. the Lord Jeſus doth come unto them in 
the Chariotsof Salvation with ſuch Glo- 
ryand Luſtreas doth tranſport and amaze 
them, Some Chriſtians that truely love: 
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ple hath been .xent, and the hays Tee” & 
- their, Beloved.jn;the Holy of Holes; on: 
aſudden the clouds, havefleds their dark-: 
neſs. hath paſſedaway, and;thelight hath: 
ſhined ;. the North-wind of trouble hath: 
ceaſed ,.and the ſweet Southern Gales: * 
have blown -upon them; mean they 
have, been under ſuch ſhinings and breath-: : 
ings..of: the Spirit, that they have feen 
and felt the. preſence of Ghriltz- and ſuch: - 
a ſweet ſenſe of his Love; as hath: filled 
them with: Soul-raviſhing Joy. 


4. Chrit.doth manifeſt-himſelf Seaſo-: 
nably unto them- that Love him, Though: 


he doth not. .alwayes manifeſt himſelf: | 
when they. moſt deſire, yet he-deth mani: ] 


feſt himſelf when they have: moſt need, |} 

and then they have moſt need when they' { 
are moſt low, when they-axe moſt-low: | 

ig their Spirits, moſt:;poor- and meanin: 
their own eſteem, as well. as; moſt-low:- 
in their condition through Affliction and 
Trouble; Humility and' Patience .under. 


Affliction, doth make way for the Expe-+ | | 


rience of. Chrilt's manifeſtation.; Chriſt 


doth many. timesreſerye his: Cordials for: Þ | 


the Fainting fits, and the ſweeteſt Con-: | 
ſolations in the diſcoveries of his Love for 

the time of the greateſt Adverſity ;, eſpe-. 
cially, 


"> 


is VFÞ» 7 


* ſtood by him and irengrhned/him, © - 41> 


Viſions when he was Baniſhed for the ſake 


; | - of Chriſt unto the Iſle Parmos.''\And when 


all men forſook Paul at his anſwer be- 
fore Vero, then the 'Lord came 'to_ him 
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5. XN 7 Heredoth Chriſt manifeſt him: 
VV 


ſelf unto them that love hinsF 


This is in the way of his Ordinances, there 
Hhedoth walk, there he doth appear vunto.. 
his People; ſometimes Chriſt doth mani- 


feſt himſclf in the way of private Ordi- 


 narices, when they -ſcek him- in their: F& 
- -milies, or+in-their- Cloſets, when-(theh 


ſpeak : of him_in conference, or cwherd 


they think of:-him in their-Meditation and: - 


Contemplatioa ; - fometimes Chriſt: doth 


$ manifec{t himſelf unto them' that lovehim 


1n' the way::of :Publick Ordinances gin 


Publick Prayer-or Faſting, in hcazing.of | ' 
the Word, -or when they are Feaſting at * 


? 


his | Tabls, eſpecially: iin this faſt\lwien- 


tioned Ordinance Chriſt doth frequemly 4 


maniſelt himſelf unto his Diſciples m6it 
36071 I 


ſweet.” 


ts. Chriff*s Manifeftation. &c,' 187 s, 
| cially, - wheh the trouble is for thisfake; 


/ 
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ſweetly: At the Lords Table, the Lord 
- goth appear; in breaking*of Bread he 
diſcovers himſelf, as to the. Diſciples that 
went to Immand ; in his Banquetting- 
_ houſe he gives them to feaſt on his Love 3 
There are many who can ſay by experi- 
ence, that if ever they met with Chriſt 


in their Lives, and in any Ordinance, | 


they have met with him at the Sacrament, 
there he hath unveiled his face, there he 
hath revealed his'Love, there he hath 
+, breathed upon them by his Spirit, there 
+ they have found and felt the Lord to be 
Vonr. ON 


SECT. VI. 


* Gome now to the Application: And. 
Hhere that 4:may to-give to every one | 
his Portion, Ifhall ſpeak, 1. To you that | 


have no Love unto Chrift: 2. To you 
that have .ſome: Love to Chriſt, 'but are 


without theſe Manifeſtations. 3. To x 
yoy that both love-Chriſt, and'have Ma- | 


nifeſtations of his love unto you. 


Uſer: The Firſt Uſe 'doth concern | 


ſuch 'as have no love at all unto Chriſt : 


Chriſt will manifeſt ns unto _ | 
: that -} 


” 
Ll — 
ace 3 
"—__ 
itn... 


nas ao. ad. So ee. 4a. nt eons 


that ed him ; ; this is ; Childress Bread, 
and doth: not :belong to you, becauſe you. 
do-not; belong unto; Chriſt 5; this is-@ 
choiſe and mott rich Priviledge, but you 
have nothing to do with it; Procul zte 
Profani. Avant all, ye profane ones, all. 
ye unclean-ones; all ye ungodly ones, all 


 Unbelievers whatſoever, who being with-. 


out. Faith, are 'alſo without Love to: 
Chriſt; ſee that you come not neer to lay: 
your unclean hands upon this moſt ex- 
cellent Promiſe; never look for any.dif- 
cavery of Chrilts- love unto you-whilelt. 
you goon in-wayes of Sin, whileſt you 
arein your Natural Eſtate. T believe ſome 
of you may be ready to ſay, What if 
Chriſt doth not manifeſt bimſelf unto us ? 
lat uu bave our Honours and Dignity, let 
8 have our Wealth and, Plenty, let 144 have: 


i our Friends and Dalights , ' and let who 


will look. after thoſe aitry and fancifull Sar 
tisfattionsin Chriſts Manifeitations, Sine 
ners,is this.your language either of tongue 


J or heart?/Let me tell you, one day you 


will: fing/ another 'tune, you will be of. 


$ another mind; oneday you will acknow- 


ledge, that all the Happinefs which you 


{ fo eagerly purſued in the ſweeteſt crea- 


fure-enjoy nents, was but a Fancy, that 
it was thin, light and aiery ; that it was 
T3 vain 
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vain and- empty,” when all is fled away: * 
and left nothing beltind: but 'Stings:/and:. . 
. bitter. Gricf, but-inward wounds, gripes, 
and dreads, upon: the fight of: approach- 


_ - ing Death, and under apprehenſions .of 


approaching Wrath ,! and5 eternal-:Tor-- 
ments in Hell, Then what would:you; ' 
give for an Intereſt/in Jeſus Chrift, :and. 
4vell-grounded Perſwalion of.his ſpecial 
Love unto Yaur Souls ? Then the Mani- 
feſtations of Ghrit will appear to be no- 
aiery thing, and:that nothing beſides this 
can rationally ſupport: your” Svuls when 
you come to-the Borders-of the: Grave, 
and to the*Confines of :Eternity. - And 
let me further tell you- that have no love 
to Chriſt, that although. Chriſt whileſt 
you are-ſuoh will never manifeſt himſelf. 
unto' you in-a way of- Love, yet there is: | 
4 Day coming when he will Manifeſt 
Himſelf unto you, but this Manifeftation: 
wilſbe with a Vengeance, it will be in a 
way of moſt Furious anger; -I mean, at 
the laſt day of 'Judgement;  when-Chrift; |; 


will berevealed from Heaven, :not onely: | 


to thoſe'that Love him; but alſoto thoſe: 
that Hate him, for every eye-ſhall then : 
fee 1m, and he will comein flaming Fire Þ 
to take Vengeance upon you that have _ 
not obeyed this Goſpel-Precept, m_ 
| & 2 10, |} 
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him. The Confideration:of this ſhoutd 


- awaken you tofear and fly from Sin,which 


otherwiſe will be your ruine and eternal 


' Perdition; and O that withall you would 
be perſwaded to apply your ſelves unto 


-the Lord Jeſus Chriſt by Faith, that you 


:may hereby have Intereſtin him, and in 


that great Salvation which he hath pur- 
chaſed for you, and which in the Goſpel 
is freely tendred unto you! and this Faith 
in-Chriit would work Love. to Chriſt, © 


.and put you in a capacity of theſe Ma- 
- nifeſtations: of Chriſt's Love unto your 
Souls, 


—— m—L 
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Uſe 2.9-He ſecond Uſe concerneth ſuch 
7 .L of you as have ſome Love un- 
-to: Chriſt, but are without theſe Mani- 


Feſtations ; and there are two ſorts of ſuch: 


:I,”Some of you never had theſe Mani- 
:feſtations;'/ 2. Some of you have had 
theſe Manifeſtations, but have loſt them; 


I. Some of you never had theſe Mani- 
feſtations of Chritt's Love. It may be 
you are young, and raw:Chriſtians, a little 
21% I 3 while 
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; while ago you were foxward 'Scholats | 
:#n the School of the Devil, and ſerved | 
* divers lu'ts-with all your might and 


ſtrength ; the Lord hath lately hedg'd vp 
your way with thorns, hath opened-your 
.£yes to: ſec your fins, -and made you ſen- 
-fible of your danger, but'as yer your 


Eyes are not open as to any comfortable 


ſight of your Saviour; Indeed Chriſt hath 
been revealed upto you as able and wil- 
ling to ſave ybu, and you have been 
drawn by the Word-and Spirit to take 


.hold on him, and to give up;your ſelves | 


unto him; butas yet you are in thedaik 
as to your Spiritual Eſtate; you are un- 
der doubts and fears of unſoundaeſs and 


- rottenneſs at heart, that you are Hypo- | 


crites, and ſhall fall away, as other Pro- 
fefſors like your ſelves have done; you 
fear you ſhall one day periſh by the hagd 
of Saul, that the Devil and your own 


-Luſts will be too hard for you, and pre- 


_ many a briniſh tear from your eyes, you 
1] are | 


vail ſo far with you, as to pull. you back 


into wayes of Sin, and thereby to pull 
you down into the bottomleſs Pitof Hell : 
This caufeth a dread upon your ſpirits, 
and fearfuil apprehenſions of Gods wrath 
and future Vengeance; this fi tcheth ma- 
ny a {ad and heavy ſigh from your breaſts, 


are troubled, bowed down greatly, and 


' *- go mourning all the day : Yet you are 


reſolycd to give your attendance ſtilf un- 
to Ordinances, and there to wait upon 


the Lord, and for the Lord; you are re- 


ſolved, notwithſtanding all difcourage- 
ments, that you will be the Lords, though 
you know not whether he be yours; you 
are reſolved that Chriſt ſhall have your 


+ hearts, and you will venture your Souls 


upon him, though you know not whe- 


ther you are accepted by him. 'This may - 


be a Uſe of Enconragement unto you; 
certainly you are ſuch as love Chriſt, and 
are beloved by Chriſt, and Chriſt will 
manifeſt himſelf unto ſuch as have ſuck 
Love ; let me tell you, that Chriſt is not 
far from you, whatever you nay appre- 
hend, though he be: out of your fight, 
yet you are not out of his, his eye is 
upon you, and his heatt is towards you; 
he hears all your ſighs, be ſees alf your 
tears, he pities you , afid ſympathizeth 
with you in all your Griefs; he loves 
you, and ere long will let you know it; 
he is now preparing you for ſweet diſco- 
veries of himſelf, and ere long he wilf 
give you thoſe diſcoveries. If you fol 
low on to ſeek him, he will. certainly 
and may ſuddenly be found of you :. And: 

I 4. who: 


Chrifis Manifeftation, ec. tg 3 Y 
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who knows-byr this may be'the time of 


Chriſt's manifcſting his Love? It may 
| — bewhilett yougreReading this Diſcourſe; 
I oy, may-have a glimpſe of his face, and 
| De bis Vo:ce:ſaying unto you, Be of 
© gaea cherr,, your fins are forgiven you. 


Lift vp the Hands that hang down, liſt 


up the Heart that is caſt down ; Look 
up.then dejected Soul, thy Saviour is be- 


fore. thee, open. thine: Eyes and look, 


look, with. the Eye-of Faith, canſt thou 
not-ſeg a'marvyellous Beauty 1n his coun- 
tenance?  doſt- thou-not perceive ſome 
ſmiles in his Face, ſome Smiles upon 
thy. Soul ?; Dolſt thou [not feel his Spirit 
ſweetly breathing upon thine heart, per- 
ſwading -.thee,-;and, giving- thee 'a-ſweet 
ſenſe of Chrilt's peculiar Loye unto thee ? 
Doſt thou not- perceive! ſome | inward 
knockings at the door of thine heart, and 
hear. ſome-inward callings? Oper ro me; 
and. E will come in and ſup with thee : 


Thisis:;the;Voice of thy- Beloved; make 


baite and open ,to him; open all the Fa- 
-culties of thy- Soul, lift-up the Everlaſt- 
ing Gates to this King of Glory; ſend 
forth, the Handmaids of thy Deſires to 


invite the | Lord in, let; thy Faith take 


hold. on him anduſher him into thy Soul, 
ad then .cmbrace him inthe Armsof thy 
EC oegth SI deareſt 


Chriſts' manifeſtation, Ne, 195" 
deareſt Love, 'and give him ſuch enter- 
+ tainment that he may abide with thee for 


.- EVET- 


'2; 'There-are others of you havechad: 
ſome manifeſtations -of Chriſt unto; your 


Þ { . formerly, but you have loſt them :: - your 


beloved hath withdrawn himſelf and is: 
gone, you call and he giveth no- anſwer: 


1 you ſeek him, but you cannot find him... 


Time hath been when your Lord was'pre-- 
ſent, and gave you- Gracious viſits fre-? 
quently, many'a” ſecret! ſmile you have* 
ſeen in hisface, many a comfortable word' 
you have had-from his month, many a: 
love-token you have received at his hand-:: 
Time hath been when: you had your evi-- 
dences written-out fair and” clean, with 
the S:al of the Spirit ſet unto them; and 
how exceedingly did you then rejoice-in: 
the ſenſe of Chriſt's love? how did-youz 
feaſt your ſelves: upon his-rich entertain-- 
mentof Goſpel-priviledgeswhich through: 
him? you were'inveſted withal ?2%And O#7 
the adimirings which then you had of .free- 
Grace!- O the ſweet meltings of heart'ins 
the kindly” ſenſe. of fin!" O-the enlarge-: 
ments of deſire which-you had'in'yours 
Frayers !*©- the” burnings- of-love | to4 
GhHR which you' dave oftenfelt inyour? 
WoſNraee': 70: the lively -hopes-which you- | 
IS: nad 
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had, and -ineffable delight in hope of the | 
Glory of God ! But now there is a-ſtrange 

decay within you of Grace, and Alterati- | 
on-as-1f-you were not [the ſame- Men and - ' 
Women as you” were before, You have 
withdrawn. your ſelves from Chriſt, and 
. he bath withdrawn himſelf from your 
Souls; you havelet down your watch, 
2nd the Devil bath got advantage apain(t 
you by his deyites, he -hath watched his 
opporthnity.;and entangled you in the: 
ſaares of - ſome figs3 \whilt you -have. 
| heedleſly gone-to-the utmoſt confines. of 
F © duty, and been upon the borders of fin,. 
F the Devil hath. fent fortha fquadron of 
temptations not. with fiery darts, but with: 
yp cords. which have treated and pars. 
 Tyed wiih yowto.entice and perſwade tg: 
oo little fuxther,they havetold you what 
pleaſant fryit doth grow within thoſe bor= 
ders moit ſweet and-deliciousto the tafte;;. 
that there axe Silves; and; Golden Mines. 
which you! might ; quickly. dig- up,: and; 
find precions. ſubſlance; that, there you. 
might have honour ang eſteem, and what: 
would you turn-your back upon all theſe?- 
would you be fo nice and-ſtric} as not.to- 
defpenſe with lime duty, asnotts ſtep; 1 
wh the hedge a'little way,-where:the 
Glgmaaleranags ;'wauld bo a 
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 Andif you have: heſitated, they have told: 


you that it was. very diſputable, whethee 
the confines.of duty. did not reach beyond: 
the place which they would bring you un: 
to, propounding the example. of others 


of the fame Religious. Profeſſion, that: 


have frequently gone ſo- far, and why 
ſhould you ſcruple : or if it were a tranſ- 
grefſion-it was but a little tranſgreſſions. 
they would notdeſire you to go far, andi 
who is there that lives and'dothnot tranſ- 
Srefſe thoſe bounds * and you might eaſt 
ly repent and find mercy if God wereof- 
fended.; you might quickly retire andre* 
turn into your former limits; thenwhHilſt 


' you have been parlying with temptations, 
.. theſilken cords' have been faſtned: about 


you, and e're you have been aware yow 
have been drawn along, partly willing and 


partly unwilling, and enticed unto ſome- 
Rind of fins, 'and complyed with fome- 


kindof luſts, indulging your felves to give: 
them fatisfaftion , Shendy you: have 
been beguiPd, . and befooF'd,* whereby: . 
you have been. ſecretly wounded and-in-- 
wardlydefiled; and thus your evidences: 
for Heaven have been miſerably blotted, 


ſo that now. you are not able to read them: 


Fime hath been when worldly Aﬀettians: 
ſeemed. to; be mortified. within: you, ut 


—_— 
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 *be-dead and-buryed, many a ſore thruſt. 
and:wound you. had'/given unto them,and: - 
bow id they blecd and faint, and grew ſo 
weak that:they. ſeemed. to. be giving. ups 
the Ghoſt, and- you have thought ſure;y: 
they would-nevcr fiir much in you any: 
more ;/ and then. your love to Chriſt was 
ſtrong and active, it did burn and flame 
Within-you;and.O:the:zeal which-you then- 
bag for ;your Maſters: honour,' and you 
ſhemed-to have no intereſt to-carry on in 
the world. but the inteteſt of Chriſt, and 
You, minded;not your own things upon 
_ Your, own account, but all your intereſts 
Were ſwellowed:up in theintereſt of Jeſus 
Chit, which /vou-chiefly minded and ca- 

red. far arid: made eyery- thing; elſe] to; 
truckle-under it, and to-be *ſubſervient 
vnt04t.; butnow your affections to Chriſt; 
are. tirangely.cooled 3. if there: bethe fire 
of loye,to-Chrift kill within you, itisnor 


"> 


6-16; byrning.;coals,. or. in a vehement: 
Ee ,;-but it-1s-a fire in-a;few ſcattered: 
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the things in the-world, and theſe accom- 
panicd with eager proſecution of 'the' 
world, .now the world hath your thoughts: 


| in contrivemments about it, and .the-world 


hath your tongues in your moſt frequent: 
diſcourſe of it, now the world hatlryour' 
hand and your time,. but. that-which is 
workt of all,the world hath your keart too,: 


' the world hath juſtled Chriſt: off of : his 


Throne and for the preſent doth-uſurphis 
ſeat, And is it then a'wonder.if your be-' 
loved be offended that you: ſhould: thus- 
decline in your love, that-your hearts 


_ ſhould: goa whoring from- him unto. the- 


Creature, in your giving thoſe.affeCtions-' 


unto/any thirig in the world which are his' | 


due ? Hence it is that Chrilthath ſhurup 
his countcnance fromyou, or if he: looks,” 


itis with frowns upon yol!; you haveloſt* 
your firſt love, and you. have loſt your: * 
firſt ſights, and your. firſt. taſtes. of | thes: 
Love of Chriſt ;/.now your ſpiritual: 
joys and comforts are fled out of. fight. 
they are loſt and gone, andthe bare' re-7 
membrance of them only. doth remain,* . 
and. whatever delights you have they are: 
only fuch: as come -in at the doorof ſenſe; 
you have-noneat. all: that comeitnat: the! 
door of-faith,: and.your: ſenſual delights 
have expelled-and baniſhed your ſpirity-- 
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_ all;now the rich Goſpel-priviledges have 
- not that ſavor and ſweet reliſh. with you 
as beretofore;/ your minding and ſavour- 
ing ſo-much the Earth and Earthly things, 
hath difreliſhed your ſpiritual appetite. 
O- the miſchief which indulged fin hath 
done unto you! O the unfelt wounds,but 
fo much the more deep 'and dangerous, 
which fin. hath given you! O the de- 
filements of fin in your Conſciences, and 
theſtains & blots which fin hath caſt upon 
your profeſſion?! - O the havock which fin. 
hath madeamong(t your graces, and. a- 
mong{t your comforts: Leaves you have 


-- ſtill of an outward profeſſion, but where 


- 1s/yaur fruit to be-found = If you have 
} ſome fruit, is it riot withered fruit,. ſour- 
| and ill-relliſhed, not ſuch ripe and mel- 
| low and ſweet ſruit as heretofore in your 
flouriſhing eſtate? Surely the Lord isat- 
| -a-pelit diftance from ſuch of you, and 
are there not too- many fych amongſt you? 
And what need have you to remember: 
- whence: you-are' to fyllen , to ranſack. 
E. =_ hearts 'to- find out your fins, to- 
+ humble your ſelves deeply,. to repent 
 and-grieve and mourn, to turn your: 
| laughter into. weeping , and your joy- 
 - Into heavineſs;, and to- return unto the: 

QLNCF+- 
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otherwiſe ſome ſearefull judgements are 
like to befall you, snd the Lord: may be 
even forced. ta awaken you with a ven- 


- , Seance; and make.you a terrour unto your 


' 


ſelves and unto all about you : Don'tpro- 


voke the Lord,by your thus running away + ; 


from him,to follow you with a ſtorm as he. 
did Fonas, and to devour you inthe floods 


and waves of dreadfull affliftions , that . * 
hereby he may reduce and reſtore you, ' 


and keep you from being drowned 1a vut-- 
ter perdition' and eternal deſiruCtion. It: 


' may be the Lord hath ſcourged ſome of 


you for your faults with the rods of ſome: 
croſſes and diſappointments ,. ſome out- 
ward. loſſes and troubles ; it may be he 


| hath put bitterneſſe upon thoſe breafts 


which you have been ſucking, and ming. 
ling gallin the cup of your pleaſures which 


you have been drinking; and you have + 


begun to think of your evil wayes, and: 


feen what an evil thing and bitter it is to- 


backſlide from the. Lord ;. and you have 
thought it was. beſt. with you when you: 
were neareſt unto Chriſt, It may be God 


hath dealt with you as-he telleth his back-- | 


fliding people he would do with them. 
Haf.. 2:6, 7. Behold 1 will hedge up. thy 


Way with thorns, and make @ wall that ſhe - | 


ſhall not find her paths 3. Aud foe ſhallfole 
By $55, low- 
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low after her Lovers, but ſhe ſhall net over- | 
* rakethem, andſhe ſhall feek them, but ſhe * 
ſhall not finde them; Then ſlrall ſhe ſay, F 
willgo and return to my firſt buiband, fer: 
then it was better with'me than now. And: 
now you are ſeeking after your Beloved, 
but he hath withdrawn himſelf from you, 
and ſeems to take nonotice of you; you! 
call and cry, and ſigh, and 'weep,. and la-; 
ment, and Foroplatn,; and ſeek, and-wait;: 
and yet he withholds from: you all: fpeciaF 
diſcoveries. of” his ' Love : Poſſibly 
doubts may hence ariſe, .and fears grow 
| Uuponyour ſpirits, and you are ready to- 
fink, and ſometimes are almoſt over-' 
 whelmed With inward: trouble... Let this, 
| Doctrine be_an, encouragemenit to: you 
- flilltoſeek dtigenty and wait patiently,” - 
- for the Lord 'will manifeſt himſelf again: 
unto you in his vwn time, which is the! 
belt time :. He may try. you for a while 
- whether you will follpw-himin the dark;! 
- He may ſuffer you to wait ſome timefor! 
Him, who have made him to waitſo long? 
time for you; But-if you perſevere. to' 
ſeek him diligently in his wayes, you- - 
ſhall” finde that it will not be in-vain, And: 
what would” you {ay , ye backfliding- 
ſouls, if the Loo howld! manifeſt Hime* 
' Elf unto you'ar this fime'* would? you, 

__ not. 
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not 'abuſe'his kindneſs ? if ihe ſhould. 
diſcover his Love to you again, would /you 
not grow wanton and carnally- ſecure ? 
if he ſhould now- renew your evidences 
and give them fair 'written, and cafie to be 
read by you, would you not blot them 


;  again' by your ſins? if he ſhould now 


ſpeak peace. vnto your Conſcienices, 


' would you not again return unto folly? If 


he ſhould now reltore unto you the joyes - 
of his ſalvation, and ſend down-the Ho» | 
iy Ghoſt - from Heaven to come - unto 

you, to be your comforter and to dwell _ 


- With you , would you not griev and 
j. quench the Spirit and provoke him. toa- 


nother . retirement, . and more” dreadful 
withdrawings than before? It may+be 
the-Lord will try you:; it 'may be the 


{ Lord may draw near.and make ſome-dif- 


covery of himſelf, and diſcovery of his: 
Love.unto you.: - it may be the Lord may 
look kindly now- upon: you,and ſecretly 
by his Spirit ſpeak kindly. unto you : you 


' are now looking and longing, and hoping, - 
_ and waiting, poſſibly-this may be the time 


of your ſeeing his face, and the ſmiles that 
are there, of your feeling the ſweet ſhed- 


-dings abroad'of his Love into your hearts 


by his Spirit, at leaſt he .may.give you a 
glimpſe, a glancezalittle:taſte, ſuchas wa 
% :% ; ravi 
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© 8g ſfireams of the water-brooks. 
ſhall 1 drink of thoſe waters of Life which 
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ys | Eg4in with thy love ? when Lord, Oo when 


Taviſh your | hearts. However wait for : 
him, and with carnelt defires and impor- 
tunate requeſts, plead with him for his re- 
turns, and theſe manifeſtations, and that in 
Tuch kinde of Language as. this; Come 
Lord Feſms, Come quickly, make baſte O my | 
beloved, niakg haſte to my ſoul that thirſt= | 
eth for thee, as the parched land after the | - 
' Jweet ſhowers that fall from beaven, as the 
hinted Hart after the cooling and refreſh- 
| O when 


, Thou baff to give, :who art the fountain and 
Jpring from whence they fluw ? when ſhall 7 
taſte again how good thou art ? when ſha/l 
T ſee thee again, and feed, and feaſt my ſoul 


wile tbow came unto me ? wilt thou cat off | 
fer ever? wilt thou be favourable no wore? 
baſt thou'in anger ſhut up thy bowels ? ſhall 
this cloud alwayes fit upon thy brow ? ſhall . 
this curtain alwayes be' drawn before thy 
face? Truth Lord, 1have grievouſly ſin» 
ea, 'and greatly offended thee ; - but have 1 
ot, do 1 not trulyrepent? u there anything 
'S$n the world ſo grievous unto me a; the re 
mwembrance of my miſcariages? 1 acknow- 


' ledge myoffence, my fully and horrid ingra- 


titude ;, 'but ſhall: my ſins be alwayes a wall 
of ſeparation between me and my beloved? 
S251 5:4 are , 
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are not thy bowels tender ? are not thy mer- | 
cies plentifu'l? 15 there not forgivenejs with 
thee that thou mayeſt be feared and the 
- more dearlybeloved? doſt thou not forgive 
freely without upbraiding? haſt thou nat 
promiſed to be found of all them that azli- 
' "gently ſeek thee ? and did(t thou ever fail 
' #2 thy wordunto any? and ſhall 1 be the 
firſt ? are rot the deſires of my Soul after 
thee, and that Chiefiy, and that Earneſtly ? 
Js there not dearth and drought in all things 
beneath thy ſelf, nothing that can grue 
me [attsfation ? have 1 net renounced the 
World for my Portion? Thou mighteſt ſend 
we to the World for help and comfort, to 
the World which I bave over-earneſtly de- 
 fored and loved, and over-eagerly fi 
for: contentment and bappineſs in; But is 
this thy wont, and thy way, and the man- 
. ner of thy dealing with them that are 
' grieved for their Sin, and aſhamed of their 
Folly? Haſt thou not promiſed to | mani- 
" feſt thy ſelf unto them that i love thee ? 
and do not 1 love thee ? doſt not thou who 
knoweſt all things, know that I love thee ? 
though my Love be imperfel}, yet 15 it not 
true? thoughit be weak , yet is it not fin- 
cere? elſe whence are theſe deſires after 
Thee-above all Perſons and Things in the 
World ? are not theſe the prodntt of true 
- Love ? 
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"Love? and 'wilt thou not make good thy 
: "Promiſe then, to manifeſt thy ſelf mmtome? }__ 
"and if I bad the Manifeſtations of thy } | 
*Lover, wonld not my love grow and en- }.. 
"creaſe hereby ? Should I not love the more | 
dearly and ſtrongly, if I bad clear . diſco- | 
 wertes, and were perſwaded afſſuredly of }_ 
thy love unto me? Truth Lord, 1 am al- © 
Fogether unworthy of ſuch a favour; bat 
 didſt thou ever beſtow this favour upon any 
for their deſerts? are not all thy Gifts © 
"free * "and" am not I as capable as any of 
*Free-grace ? the moreunworthy, the more « 
'T ſball admire thee; the more us forgiven, 
*T fall love the more, And may 1 not now 
" bave 'a taſte -of thy Loving-kindneſs? | 
*Haſten. my Beloved, O haſten unto me, + 
| *andbe as a Roe upon the Mountains cf Þ| 
- "Spices! Do not veil thy face from me any 
Yonger, :do not conceal thy love," but riow, © 
'O now draw near, aud make me. exceed: 
Shg glad in the light of thy Countenance, 
and im the beanty of thy Face, and ſmiles 
thereof. Such: defires *and pleadings as 
"theſe might prevail with the Lord forth+ 
. with to return again unto you, and to- 
 fay, Well Sonl, I bave heard thy Prayer, 
 *dby breathipg, and thy cry; thy pleadings 1 
bave pr i with me, and 1 am new | 
_ Fame unto We, andbe it tothee accoraing 
 %* % k - to 
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 Clriſtemanifeſtation, &'c. 205. }? 
to' thy: Deſires; Come: Soul, and look up,” * 
lift up thine eyes aud fee, Here'l am,: 
Rehald me, Behold me; this day I am come 
io bring glad tydings' of great Foy nnto: 


' thee. 1 aſſure thee, that 1 am thine, and 


all mine 1s thine,' and thon art mine, and 


. ſhalt be: mine far ever. ' And what,words: 


can:ſound: fo ſweet and'-yield fuch com-- 
fort, :as theſe or ſuch like, ſpoken by the: 
Spirit unto the hearts of thoſe from whom- 


Chriſt is withdrawn ? 4 
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SECT. VIIL 


Uſers. PH Third Uſe: doth concern; 


you that.do love Chriſt, and: 
have the Manifeſtations of his Love to! 
your Souls: ; Three things be exhorted; 
unto; 1, Rejoyce in the Lord. - 2, Ad-. 
mire his Free Grace.. 3. Labour to re- 
tain theſe Manifeſtations, ' + +; {2147+ ; 


: TI. You: that have the Manifeitations; 
of: the Love-of Chriſt,, Rejoyce in the; 
Lord; of all Perſons in the world, - you: 
have. moſt reaſon to rejoyce, you are the. 
happieftmen.and women alive, It is not; 
#3950 Wealth 
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Wealth in the-greatet abundance which 
can make'men happyz'the richeitPcrſons- ! 


am 


*N] 


* 


have often thorns of the greateſt diſcontent. 


to pierce their hearts, and: Stings of the 
'preate(t guilt towound their Conſciences: 


Ttis-not the bigheit Honour and world}y 


Digniry which'can make men happy; the |}. 


- vileſt men are. often exalted, and thoſe 
that-are in the Higheſt places, are in the 
molt Slippery places, from whence they 


are ſoon caſt down into deſtruction, and. 


whatever ſecurity they have in Life, 
yet they are. uſually conſumed. utter- 


ly with Terrours when prim Death ©. 


doth appear and ſummon them to de- 
part. Itis not the ſweeteft ſenſual De- 
light which can make men happy ; Va- 


nity is the' Attendant, awd Vex-tion of | 


*  _ Spirit is the Conſequent of all thoſe plea- 
ſures that are ſenfual- and finfull, which 
are the ſecd alfo of Pain and Everlaſting, 
torment: Such onely can be ſaid to be 
happy in truth, as are really united and 
related unto Jeſus Chriſt, and through: 
| him reconciled unto God, and entituled 
unto the Kingdomof 'Heaven ; bur you 
are the moſt. happy, 4nd have reaſor» to: 
| take the moſt comfort, who have not 
F onely Relation unto Chriſt, but alſo the 
E- Manifeltations of him; who know. 9] 
' 5 LID ] Hg - Chri 
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Chriſt is yours, and you arc his, that. 
Chriſt loveth you, and that his Love, as : 
it had no beginning, fo it is without 


changing, and will know no ending. If 


ou, know: that Chriſt loveth you, you 
ve .reaſon to rejayce, becauſe hereby 
you may know afſſuredly that you are 


| Elected, that God by ancternal and\un« 


changeable Decree hath choſen you, when 
he hath choſen ſo few of fallen Men, and 


* none of the fallen Angels, and when there 


was not the leaſt foreſeen Motive to in+ 
duce him hereunto; the aſſurance of this 
may: yield unexpreſhble ſweetneſs unto 
you. If you: know that Chritt loveth 
you, you may. know afſuredly your Ef- 
feual Calling, Converſion, and won- 
derfull Union unto Chriſt; and O what 


' ] matter of Joy is it to think, how God 


hath called: you out of Darkneſs into his 
marvellous Light / how: he hath. delive- 
red you out of the Snare of the Devil, 
and the bonds of your own Luſts, and 
ſet your Souls at liberty ! how he hath 
wrought-a Miracle. in your firlt Reſur- 


reion from the: Grave and ſpiritual 


death of Sin, & put forth the fame: power 
in your New Creation & change of your 


L. Natures, as in his firit Creation of the 


World! how-he hath difſolved EO 
a Ul- 
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' gidivorce between your hearts and/your 
fins, and: fo:- wonderfully United: and: 
eſpouſed you: unto the Lord: Jeſus ; and: 
by this Conjunction and Relation given] 
you an_Intereſt in all 'the '+Priviledges F 
which”. Chrift hath purchaſed, If you} 
know. that: Chriit. doth love''you.,: you |. 
may-know:affuredly that-you; are+Juſti- | 
fied through his Merits and [Mediation © 
and O what matter of Joy-is:this, to © 
think thatall your ſins Original-and Actus |; 
al, are-pardoned, that none can lay any '] 
ſini'to- your. charge ,: becauſe; God hath | 
juſtified:you ?- thatthere is none that ſhall} 
condemn: you, :becauſe Chrift-hath loved ÞF. 
.you, and out of Love hath dycd for you; | 
and is now making Interceſfion-for you at 
the right hand of God,' Rom, 8; 33,34.to | 
be acquitted from.all Guilt,- and no-more 
lyable unto futurewrath than if youhad 7? 
never offended ;'-and when [you hadi no 
Righteouſneſs of your own, to. -be ac; F 
cepted as perfectly Righteous in the 
ſight of God, through the Imputation-of 
Chriſt's' perfect; Righteouſneſs! Who -. 
have' reaſon to: rejoyce,/\if you. have hot  *! 
. x reaſon ?. If you know that: Chriſt .loveth 
- you, you may aſluredly ſay,; that you are + 
| -Fthe.Sons and Daughters of the Lord Al- +, 
+. - Mighty; and will you not rejoyce, when 
« «its 8 (@, 


WR 


of Children of. the! Devil ,: Children:.of 


Diſobedience, Children of Wrath.,,you 


are made the Childten of God, the Glo» 
rious. Jehovah, that is the Supream. :S0- 
vereign and King of the whole World, 
and when you have not an-.empty. Name 
onely, but are intituled to all the Privi- 


ledges. of his Children? If' you know 


that Chriſt doth love: you, you may know 


afſuredly that he will keep alive his In- 
tereſt in you, preſerve his Grace in your 
hearts, and enable you to perſevere in 
Faith and Holineſs, notwithſtanding all 


_ the alluring Temptations which you may 


meet withall in the World, notwiths 
ſtanding all the Suggeſtions and Oppes 
ſitions of Sathan, and notwithſtanding all 
the powerfull workings of your remain-- 
ing luſts and corruptions, all which :do. 
combine together, and uſe all their.pows 
er and policy. (which is great ) to extirs 


'F pate your Grace, to draw you unto fin; 


q 


co. entice or force you out of the wayes 
of God; and O what: matter of comfort 


- 15iity that the Lord Jefus who loveth you, _. 

hath uifdertaken for.you,ts keep-yourin,... 
- his hand, and by -his unſeen bur mighry® 3 
| Power to enable you ta refift and. overs 


come,-to hold on in his wayes, and hold 
out unto the end, ſo that. you-may:tri= 
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 umph with the Apoſtle; and fay, as Rom. 
8. 35s 37. Who ſhall ſeparate us from the 
dave of Chriſt? ſball tribulation, or dis 
foreſt; *or 'perſtertion, or famine, or na- 
Keaneſs , oriperil, or ſword? Nay, in all \ 
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throng b bimthat loved us. And you may 
be perſwaded as Paw was, and preatly 
' vTejayce therein, that, as v. 38, 39. New 
ber. death, nor life, nor Angels, nor Prin- 
vapalitzes, nor Powers, nor things preſent, 

. nor things to. come, nor: heighth, nor depth, 
nor 'any other Creature ſhall be able to ſe- 
paratt you from the love of God which is 
sn Chriſt Feſus your Lord. If you know 


Lo 
a 
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theſo' things we are more than conquerours © 


that; Chriſt' doth love you, you may 
know afſuredly- that 'your Prayers have. 
audience: with God, that whatever im- 
perfections and finfull mixtures they 
have,: yet that. they are mingled ' with 
the: ſweet Incenſe of Chriſt's Merits, 
through which. they are perſumed*and 
accepred; and what comfort is this, that 
whatever:you ask'of the Father in the 
Name of your dear Lord Jeſus, if it be 
for his Glory and your good, ke-willcer- 
ZESinly procure it:for: you. To conclude; 
If you! know that Chriſt doth love-yov, 
| you'may know- afſuredly that you- are 


- - HRlcirs'of the Kingdom of Heaven, and 
". 3y that 


AEF 
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| that as certainly as you are alive, you: 


ſhall attain. eternal Felicity in the Beati- 
fical Viſion and Fruition of your Lord ; as 
cettainly as. you have the firſt Fruits, fo; 
certainly ſhall you have the Harvelt; as: 
certainly as you havethe Earnelt, fo cer-: 


* tainly ſhall you have the Inheritance; as 


certainly as you ſee Chriſt by Faith here, 
ſo certainly ſhall you. have the Beatifical. 
Viſtion'of his Perſon and Glory in Hea- 


ven, and be made perfectly happy in the _ k 


eternal and full Enjoyment of him 440+ 
how ſhould you then rejoyce- inthe Loxdy 
rejoyce in his Perſon, rejoyce in his Hove, 
rejoyce in his Benefits, rejoyce\.in what 


. you bave, and rejoyce in what. youſhope 


to haye by him:;” rejoyce in;what:.yoit 
ſee now, and feel now, and'taſte now; 
and rejoyce ig the. forelights and-fore- 
taltes of 'your Happineſs to. come, Re= 
$9ygce in the Lord alwayes, and again I fay. 
Kejoyee, * ris 1307), to 250UDHM 


2. If you have Manifeſtations of Chriſts 
Love'unto you, Admire his Free-Grace 
in theſe Manifeſtations; as- Fob. 1442/24 
when ' Chriſt had promiſed :to //Manite, 
felt. himſelf: yato ſuch as love him, Far 


. das (ndt Jſearipr, he was the Traytor,'and 


had no true love to his Maſter, but Judas 
| K. 2: the 


' A+ _ An Appendix concerning 
/ The Brother of Fames) ſaith to him, Lord 
hoyy is it that thou wilt manifeſt. thy ſelf 
writo #,' and not unto the World ? This 
- Queftion ts not a Queſtion of Enquiry 
concerning- the Way and Manner how 
Chriſt would manifeit himſelf unto them, 
but it is a Queſtion of Admiration con- 
cerning the Thing; Ti 9429vy 3]: nuiv win- 
Xeis *pupavitey oxau]%y. What is done? or 
What is come to paſs? How is it? 'or 
Whenceis it? His Queſtion'did not ex- 
pect an Anſwer, neither do we find any 
io it, but onely exprefſed his Wonder 
"that Chriſt ſhould manifeſt himſelf unto 


_ them. And how ſhould you wonder then . 


that the-Lord Jeſus ſhould manifeſt him- 
- Telf unto you'! That the Lord Jeſus, whoſe 
Name is Wonderfull, and hath ſo many 
Wonders in him, a Perſon of ſo great 
Eminency and Excellency, who hath ſuch {7 
a Crownof Glory upon his Head, ſuch 
Robes of Glory upon his Back, and on the 
Velture of his Garment and his Thigha 
Name written, King of Kings, and Lord 
of Lords; that thismo't excellent Perſon 
ſhould manifeſt himſelf unto You, ſuch 
as 'You, when he conceals himſelf from 
the greateſt Princes of the Earth, who 
-- by their Intereſt, Authority and Influence 
might that highly promote his ge” > ” 


, rorbeunſeenChrift. 21F - 
ſhould manifeſt himſelf unto You,* wh? 
for the mo#t part are low andimean, poo 

and deſpiſed in the World ;” that 'when' 
he hideth himſelf from moit of rhe Wiſe' - 
and Prudent, and great: Scholars in the 
world, who by their Parts and Learning' 
might magnifie his Name, andfpread his 


Fame, he ſhould manifeſt himſelf unts' 


you, who for the molt part are perſons' 
of mean parts and Education ;-that whea” 
Chriſt 'hideth himſelf from many Mora-' 
liſts, who have eſcaped the groffer Pol-' 
lutions which are in the World, he: 
ſhould reveal and manifeſt himſelf unto: 
you, ſome of whem before Converfion* 


were notoriouſly guilty of moſt foul fins5: 


that when Chriſt manifeſteth himſelfun- 
to ſo Few, that you ſhould be in the- 
Number. of thoſe Few ; how many won-- 
ders are here / That this Glorious Per-- 
ſon ſhould ſend down another Glorious 
Perſon, I mean the Holy Ghoſt, from 
Heaven, '( which is more than-if he had: . 
ſent down all the Glorious Angels Which: 
are in Heaven) to make this Difl-- 
covery of himfelf anto you; That he 
ſhould make uſe of the Fooliſhneſſe of- 
Preaching as a Means to effect: this. 
reat thing, that while a man of likepaf-'" 
ns and. infirmities with your ſelves is | 
| K 3 opening, \ 
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F 216 The TrueChriſflians Love 
. ning and applying the Scriptures, the 
Lord % this; canes ar himſelf 
and open the. treaſures of his Love unto 
you.: thar-your humble fervent and belie- 
ving prayers here on Earth ſhould aſcend 
up to. the throne of God that is in Hea- 
ven,and-move. the Lord Jeſus that is there 
to come down;zthence, though not in per- 
ſon, yet by his Spirit; that prayer ſhould 
open. heavens gate, and: have ſuch a pre- 
valency for this manifeſtation and diſcove- 
_ ryof Chriſt ; though the beſt prayers of 
the belt men are; not without mixture of 
ſin.: .thar whilit you are ſitting at the 
Lords. table, the Lord himſelf ſhould give 
you a viſit, and whilſt you are cating 
bread and wine at the Sacrament, he ſhould 
give you to ſee and feel and raſte himſelf 
ard his Love by your ſpiritual ſenſes. It 
was wonderfu} humiliation in Chriſt that 
when he<could have commanded the moſt, 
ep Horſes,. yea Lions, Elephants, 
r. Unicorns, he ſhould ride to Feruſalem 
—_—_ an Aſs, and when Chriſt hath the 
Chariots of ſo. many thouſand glorious 
Angels, which he.. could command and 
| Tide triumphantly in, when he makes diſ- 
: Ccoyery of himſelf unto this people, that 
| *bgol make uſe of the Chariots of ſo 
can. E Ordiggnceys ia the diſcovery of. 7 
le 


10 theunſeen Chriſt. 214 } 


- felf unto you; how many wonders are 


here ? how ſhould you admire his won- 
derful Grace'and Love, and ſay, what 
man that thou art thus mindful of bim, or 
&ny of the ſons of men, that thou ſhauld$t 
thus viſit them? what are we unworthy 
wretches? and why ſhouldſt thou manifeſt 
thy ſelf unto 5? even ſo dear Jeſus becauſe 
3t ſeemed. good in thy fight : eſpecially you 
have reaſon to wonder and admireat the 


manifeſtations which Chriſt hath givenof 


himſelfand love to you, when you-conſider 


| the excellency of theſe manifeſtations and 
f . diſcoveries beyond all other diſcoveries. If 


you have ſeen the moſt-rare works of: Art 
and Human Invention, the moſt curious 
Pictures, the moſt ſtately Edifices,or any 
other works of the moſt ingenious con- 
trivement : If you have viewed the works 
of nature which do far exceed thoſe of 
Art, the beautiful frame of the Heavens 
over your heads, and the glorious Lumi- 
naries of Sun, Moon, and Stars, in their 
wonderful light and motion ; the Earth 
under your feet when it hath got on its 
beſt attire, when the fields are clothed 
with graſs inthe Spring, or enriched with 
corn in the-fummer ; If you have ſeen the 
molt pleaſant Brooks -and Streams, :and 
Fountains of water , the moi; ſtately 
fe. : EEE Groves.. 
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$13 CÞAn Apjthdixconcernivg 
> Groves with lofty and broad ſhadowing 
Trees; the:molt flouriſhing Orchards, molt 
| richlyladen with variety of:the molt de- 
|  licious fruit; the moſt delightfull: Gar- 
dens with variety of the choiſeit Flowers 
\.- caſting forth the molt fragrant ſmel]; If 
u have ſeen all ſorts of Birds, and fowls 
m the Air, All ſorts of Beaſts on the Earth, 
- All-forts of fiſh in-the Sea ;If you have ſeen 
' the moſt goodly men that ever were born; 
the faireit women, with the moſt ſpark. 
*  !ling beauty; What is the ſight of all 
 theſethings, and the moſt lovely objects 
that ever were: viſible: to the eye of the 
body'? the fight of all is but mean and con- 
temptible and not worthy to be named in 
compariſon with the ſight of the Lord Je- 

fus by the eye of the Soul; Whatever 
beauty and lovelineſs there is to be found 
many, or inall viſible Creatures, there is- 
infinitely more-beauty and lovelineſs in 
Jeſus Chriſt; all vifible beauty is but a ſha- 
dow; in Chriit there is ſubſtantial beauty; 
| all viſible beanty is fading, like the flower 
* that ſoon withereth, like the leaf that 
* Coon fadcth, but in Chriſt there is per-. 
 mancnt beauty; all viſible beauty is infe-/ 
|  riourand mean, yea deformity compared. 
'. with. Chriſt's tranſcendent fovelineſs. 
*- "There is ao diſcovery ts theeye, of 'the 
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mind comparable to "the diſcovery of 4 


Chriſt unto the eye of Faith ; the light 
of Nature in the greateſt improvement 


ofit, isbut a weak and dim light incom- _ 


pariſon with the ſpiritual ' light of the * 
knowledge of Chriſt; no light fo-clear 
and bright, no light ſo pure and ſweet, as - 
that which. makes diſcovery of the Lord 


Jeſus-unto the Soul. This diſcovery of . 


Chriſt doth diſpel clouds from the Mind, 


and exhale luſts from the Heart; it doth 


brighten the underſtanding and cleanſe the 
Aﬀections ; -it doth warm the Heart with 
love, and fill the Heart with comfort ; 


it quicts the Conſcience and purifies it 


it gives a moſt ſweet peace and tranquilli- *. 

ty to the ſpirit, and withall brings in ſuch 
ſpiritual joy, as is unſpeakable and full ©: 
of Glory. O how then ſhould you ad- 
mire the Riches of the Grace, and Kind+ 
neſs of the Lord: Jefus. Chriſt unto you! 
that he ſhould give unto you this diſcove- 
ry of himſelf, when the diſcovery 1s ſa 
admirable, ſo excellent, ſo defirable, ſo 
uſeful, and which doth lift you up into a 
far higher degree of excellency, than the 
otherwiſe moſt accompliſht perſons in 
the world, that are without this diſcovery. 


31ly, To conclude, If you have thefe ma- 
nifeſta- 
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0 in copcerning I 
== 08'C "Chrit and -his.love unto 
Z '0U, Mabor toretain theſe manifeſtations.In: 

- aword,akebeed of indulging your ſelves 
1N-a0y.- figs, which may provoke him. to- 
- departf Wy, and withdraw the ſweet 
and 'camfortable-.influences' of his Spirit; 
and bediligeat i in the uſe of all means and. 
_ ordinances, - publick, Private and ſecret, 
E whereby you may maintain daily Com- 
-  munion a>dFclawſhip with him. < 
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> vanity-of Mans Preſent ſtate proved and 
42 applyed in a Sermon on Pſal, 39.5. with di- 
vers Sermons of the Saints Commmuntion with Gott, 
and ſafety under his proteQtion, in order to their 
future Glory, on Pſal. 73, 23, 24, 25, 26, By the 
late pajoful Miniſter of the Word: Mr. Fobn 
Wilſon. _ 


_ ATreatiſe concerning the LordsSupper, with f 4 
Three Dialogues, for the more full information --- 


of the weak, in the Nature and Uſe of this Sa- 
cramenr, by Thomas Dolitt lay from I Cor. 11. 24- 
This do in Remembrance of me, the niqth Edition. 

Time, and the end of Time, in two Diſcourſes, 


emption of Ls or ſe- - 


Wa ou largo nd, by 


and Neceſlity of 
Fear, and its uſefulln@barh 
Sinners to Chriſt and to the #lpvo 
on in a Godly Life, through the feveral parts and 
Duries of ic, till they come to Bleſſedneſs, Heb. 
12. 20, Let us have Grace whereby we may ſerve 
God acceprably. with reverence and Godly Fear. 
The Door of Heaven opened and ſhur 5opened 


- tothe Ready and Prepared, ur againſt” the un- be 


ready and unprepared ; or courſe toncerning 


the abſolute neceſſity of a timely Preparation far 
a happy Ecernity, by ZehngFox Miniſter of the _ } 
Goſpel, and Author of the D fcourſe concerning  '# 


— Time and the end of Time, | 


* 


*o e driving - 
ing Chriſtians - 


